
Minutes of the North Muskham Parish Council Meeting held on Monday, 13th June 2016 at the Muskham Rural Community Centre commencing at 7pm
Present: 
Councillor I Harrison in the Chair

Councillor P Beddoe


Councillor S Dolby
Councillor P Morris

Councillor D Saxton
Also in attendance:  Councillor Mrs Saddington
	1.
	Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs J Hurry and N Hutchings


	2.
	Declarations of interest
It was AGREED that any declarations of interest would be stated by Members as required during the meeting.


	3.
	Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 18th May 2016, were accepted as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman. 



	4.
	Public 10 minute session
No members of the public were present. 


	5. 
	District & County Councillor Session – Cllr Mrs S Saddington
 

The Chair suspended te meeting at 7.04pm to allow Councillor Mrs Saddington to present her report. 

A1
A meeting had been held with Highways Agency regarding the A1.  This had been held at the north end of the village and residents had been present.  The Highways Agency Liaison Officer for the village was shortly taking maternity leave and a handover had been made to her replacement so he was aware of the problems that affected the village.  
The Highways Agency are to do a study of the A1 entrances in to the village.  The Parish Council will be advised of the date this study will be undertaken.   No timescale was known. 

The residents in attendance had been asked to keep logs and take photographs of any incidents in the meantime.  

Highways Authority
Councillor Mrs Saddington confirmed that contracts have been signed to officially mark the start of a new company, set up through a partnership between Nottinghamshire County Council and Cornwall Council, which will provide highways and fleet management services in Nottinghamshire. 

Via will become operational in July, under a 10-year contract, extendable for a further five years. 
Willow Drive
It was expected that the application will be considered at the 5th July meeting of the District Council’s Planning Committee. The Clerk to forward comments made by the Parish Council to Councillor Mrs Saddington so she was fully informed.

Playing Field
Councillor Mrs Saddington asked whether the grass around the boundary of the playing field was scheduled to be cut.  The Chair confirmed that the Village Handyman would be asked to cut it, costs to be recharged to the Muskham Rural Community Centre.  

The Chair was aware that tree works would be undertaken towards the end of the year.  The Clerk was asked to schedule it as an agenda item for the October meeting. 

Footpath Update
Councillor Mrs Saddington referred to the previous minutes where an update had been provided on the present position with impediments on footpaths.   It was AGREED that the email sent to the Parish Council from the County Council’s Principal Legal Officer be forwarded to Councillor Mrs Saddngton.
The Chair thanked Councillor Mrs Saddngton for her report and reconvened the meeting at 7.25pm. 



	6.
	Highways

	(a)
	Highway Repair Log
Members noted the update to the repair log.  

Councillor Saxton referred to a report sent by the County Council’s Senior Highways Liaison Officer following his visit to the village recently. 
The cyclical maintenance team had been asked to address the moss on Meadow Close, address damage to the pathway by tree roots and clean the pavement along the Church wall.  Various other issues had been reported on the Highways Asset Management System which could be monitored by the Clerk.  

Regarding the comments made about the bus service the officer was going to liaise direct with the Clerk.  On this issue, the Chair asked the Clerk to investigate whether there was a community bus, which were generally smaller than general buses, that may be able to provide a service locally. 

The Clerk confirmed that the Village Handyman had recently maintained the areas around the seats on Manor House Drive.   It was AGREED that these should be added on to the Council’s asset register. 

Councillor Beddoe asked whether overgrown areas on Crab Lane that were encroaching on to the highway and impeding pedestrians could be maintained by the Village Handyman.  It was AGREED that the Clerk should ask the Village Handyman to liaise direct with Councillor Beddoe to assess the work needed.  Further, the Clerk would log the area on the County Council’s online portal. 



	(b)
	Occupation of land adjacent to A1 roundabout
Following on from the recent complaints about the use of this land the owners of the area had now been identified.
It was AGREED that the Chair would seek to speak to the owners and report back to a future meeting of the Council. 



	7.
	Environmental & Community Issues

	(a)
	Footpath Update
This item had been covered during Agenda Item No 5. 


	(b)
	Skatepark Update
The Clerk advised that the bins had been received and were awaiting installation. 
A request had been made for the area to be inspected as a separate item during the Annual Play Area Inspection organised by Newark & Sherwood District Council. 


	(c)
	Muskham Summer Feast – 11th June 2016
The Chair extended his thanks to all who had been involved in the organisation of the event, particularly Councillors Saxton and Hutchings, Mrs Saxton and Sue Pimlott.  Thanks to everyone who had supported by attending, despite the inclement weather.  


	(d)
	Memorial Seat and Stone Tablet
The Clerk advised that the donated stone would be delivered to site.  The Parish Council would be responsible for offloading and siting of the stone.  
It was AGREED that a photograph of the stone be forwarded to Members for information. 

Both the stone and the memorial seat would be located adjacent to the flagpole at the Muskham Rural Community Centre.  



	8.
	Financial Matters

	(a)
	Accounts for payment:
AGREED unanimously that the following accounts be agreed for payment.

· Clerks wages - May - £224.20
· Payment to HMRC for Clerks wages – May - £56.20
· MRCC – May invoice – £31.30

· MRCC – Refuse - £20.00
· Town & Country Leisure - Skatepark & Play Area Insurance Renewal - £485.643

· Chairman’s Allowance - £150

· Mr D Shaw - Internal Audit Fee - £50



	(b)
	Receipts:


None

 

	(c)
	Financial Report –28th April to 28th May
The Clerk advised that there was no financial report to present due to accounts being audited.  Members were updated on the balances of each individual account.  



	(d)
	Internal Audit Report – Year Ending 31st March 2016
The Clerk advised that the accounts had been submitted for internal audit and the audit had been concluded satisfactorily.  The accounts would now be submitted to Grant Thornton for the external audit to be undertaken.

AGREED (unanimously) that 

· the financial accounting statements of North Muskham Parish Council be approved and signed by the Chairman and then submitted for external audit



	(e)
	2016-2018 National Salary Award
The Clerk advised that notification had been received from the National Association of Local Councils of the National Joint Council for Local Government Services agreement on pay scales for 2016-2017 (backdated to 1st April 2016) and for 2017-2018 to be implemented from 1 April 2017. 



	9.
	Planning

	
	16/00884/FUL – Edgefield House, Vicarage Lane, North Muskham, NG23 6ES - New link building between listed property and storage building and an extension to the front of the storage building 
After consideration it was AGREED that the application be supported. 


	
	16/00885/LBC – Edgefield House, Vicarage Lane, North Muskham, NG23 6ES - New link building between listed property and storage building and an extension to the front of the storage building 
After consideration it was AGREED that the application be supported. 


The meeting closed at 8.20pm

