North Muskham Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NMNPSG) – One Pager 10th November 2025

This ‘One Pager’ is not a summary of everything that has happened to date and only reflects the movement since the previous report.  

1. There are now 15 members (maximum 20). Of these 5 are parish councillors (IH,GH,NH,SP,AL) and 10 members of the public.. 

2. Nine monthly meetings have now been held. The next meeting is on the 11th December (note – the November meeting has been cancelled). Meetings have been scheduled through 2025.

3. A pilot survey was completed on 30th October. The pilot group consisted of 30 people ie 15 Steering Group members each with a nominated ‘plus one’. Only 21 responses were received. See summary sent to Steering Group members at the foot of this note..

4. Budget & Funding.  

a. Invoice received last year from consultant for £1,550 – Approx £600 remaining.   

b.  An amount of £1,700 for consultancy budgeted this year – not yet used

c. Further funds required from PC. Consultant daily rate is £525 per day. Request a further £1,500 for this year and to budget further next year based on progress at that point.

d. Will continue to look for other sources of funding but not positive thus far. Could we use NCC Councillor local budget? Other ideas? Matt Lamb says that NSDC are discussing at Committee on 9th December.

5. Current Priority – to amend the survey in light of feedback from the pilot survey completed on 30th October. 									
6. The exercise to determine all major land ownership in the parish and presenting it on an online map is 80% complete.


Pilot Survey Feedback Update
The pilot survey has now been completed. It took significantly longer to complete than the main survey will, as each question included a space for comments on the question itself. This will not be required in the final version, which will make the process considerably shorter.
Several respondents noted that the survey felt too long overall. We will review it carefully to see where it can be shortened, while maintaining a balance between brevity and the amount of useful information we aim to collect. Many other insightful and constructive comments were also received—thank you for your thoughtful feedback.
Some questions extend beyond those typically found in a Neighbourhood Plan survey. This is intentional, as we hope to use the process more broadly to gather actionable information for the Parish Council. Opportunities to carry out a parish-wide survey are rare, so we are taking this chance to collect as much relevant information as possible, within reason.
In my view, a number of Neighbourhood Plans produced across the district appear to have had predetermined outcomes, with surveys designed primarily to support an existing position. Some plans tend to be “protective” in nature, aiming to restrict or prevent development entirely. Our approach is different—we are genuinely seeking to understand what residents actually want included in the plan, and, in some cases, their broader views as well.
Once again, thank you to everyone who took the time to respond. All comments are being reviewed and considered for inclusion in the final survey. The revisions will take some time to complete, so the updated version will not be ready for discussion at the next scheduled meeting on 20th November. That meeting will therefore be cancelled, and we will instead review progress at the meeting on 11th December.
Gary



