
 
SUBJECT TO RATIFICATION AT THE 11th APRIL  2022 MEETING 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Muskham Rural Community Centre 
on Monday, 14th March 2022 

 
Present:  Councillor I Harrison in the Chair 
 Councillor B Bearpark 
 Councillor S Dolby 
 Councillor N Hutchings 
 Councillor D Saxton 
  
 
Also present: County Councillor Laughton and District Councillor Mrs Saddington, together 

with 1 member of the public 
 
   

NM150-22 Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillor P Beddoe and 
Councillor M Talbot. 
 

NM151-22 Declarations of Interest 
Councillor Hutchings declared a pecuniary interest in Agenda Item 8(a).  It was 
AGREED that any other declarations of interest would be stated by Members as 
required during the meeting.  
 

NM152-22 Minutes 
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 22nd February 2022 
were accepted as a true and correct record. 
 

NM153-22 Update on Issues 
The Chair referred to a meeting held on Wednesday, 23rd February by Councillor 
Saxton and the Clerk with the village website developer.   Councillor Saxton had 
reviewed the platform and had further discussions with the Chair.   
 
After discussion, it was AGREED that, subject to Councillor Saxton and the Clerk 
agreeing that the platform used for the Sutton-on-Trent village website was easy to 
maintain, the website be transferred across.   Keyhole IT Solutions to be thanked for 
their time in putting together the village site, but as the Clerk was already using the 
other platform, the Parish Council had made a judgement that it was more efficient 
to move to the site that was easier to maintain.  
 
The Chair referred to the recent announcement regarding Ukraine Refugees and had 
made enquiries with Newark & Sherwood District Council on the process required.  
Further information was awaited and a link would be put on the Muskham 
Messenger and Facebook when available.   
 



 

Concern was expressed by the Chair at the recent signage that had appeared on the 
Great North Road, outlining that it was to be closed for a 4 week period from 
Wednesday, 23rd March.  No advance notification had been received and such a 
closure would cause traffic disruption for motorists and public transport.  The Clerk 
advised that this matter had already been raised with Via and a response awaited.  
Information would be shared with Members as soon as it was received.   
 

NM154-22 District Councillor Update – Cllr S Saddington 
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.13pm to allow Councillor Mrs Saddington to 
present her report.   
 
Councillor Mrs Saddington advised that the District Council had agreed a rise in 
Council Tax of 1.94%.   
 
The District Council were offering funding to Parish Council’s for Jubilee Platinum 
celebrations, with the amount based on the level of Precept.  It was AGREED that the 
Clerk submit an application.   
 
Although not a District Council matter, Councillor Mrs Saddington referred to 
meetings arranged for 5th and 26th May by Nottinghamshire County Council to 
update Parish Council’s on devolution matters.  
 
The meeting was reconvened at 7.15pm.  
 

NM155-22 Public 10 Minute Session 
No questions were raised.  
 

NM156-22 County Councillor Update – Cllr Laughton 
This item would be taken, if and when Cllr Laughton arrived.  
 

NM157-22 
(a) 
 

Planning  
22/00435/LDC – The Nook, Marsh Lane, North Muskham – Lawful development 
certificate for proposed demolition of existing sun room and replace with new 
Members noted the application as outlined.   

 

NM158-22 Parish Council Matters 

(a) Boundary Commission Review 
Members noted the information circulated regarding the 2023 Parliamentary 
Boundary Constituency Review.   
 

(b) Allotments/Green Hub Report 
The Clerk referred to information circulated to Parish Council members of the 
Allotment Sub-Committee outlining changes to the agreements and guidance.  These 
changes were noted and AGREED.    The Clerk was asked to emphasise that 
authorisation was required from the Parish Council before any structure was put on 
any plot.  



 

Councillor Talbot to be asked to order the community shed to fit the extended base.  
 
The Chair had liaised with the beekeeper who was going to contact Mary Fletcher 
and the Allotment members of the Sub-Committee regarding the installation of the 
hives.  One sign was to be installed.   
 

(c) To receive an update on events for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
The Chair referred to the circulated paper updating Members on progress made so 
far by the Working Group for the Platinum Jubilee.   The Clerk to proceed with 
applying for grant funding from the National Lottery Awards for All and Newark & 
Sherwood District Council.   
 

(d) Newark & Sherwood Community Lottery Proceeds 
The funds now stood at £1,226.50. 
 

(e) Village Spring Clean 
Thanks to be extended to a resident who had been litter picking along Great North 
Road recently.   
 
A village spring clean was AGREED for Saturday, 9th April between 10am and 12 
Noon.  The Clerk to make all arrangements and promote on the Muskham 
Messenger and Facebook page.   
 

NM156-22 
(cont) 

County Councillor Update – Cllr Laughton  
With the arrival of Councillor Laughton, the Chair suspended the meeting at 7.37pm 
to allow him to present his report.  
 
The Chair referred to the devolution meetings arranged for May.  Cllr Laughton 
advised that these meetings would be held at County Hall, with Parish 
representatives expected to attend in person.  The Chair expressed disappointment 
at the location, especially for parishes in the north of the County, and would submit 
comments to the Leader, Councillor Bradley.  
 
Cllr Laughton advised he was unaware of the planned closure of the Great North 
Road from 23rd March.  The Chair advised that the Clerk had already raised an 
enquiry and would update Members on any response, including the District and 
County Councillor.  
 
The County Council were to receive further information on Thursday, 17th March, 
regarding the process to be followed for Ukraine refugees.   
 
The Chair thanked Cllr Laughton for his report and reconvened the meeting at 
7.44pm.  
 
 
 
 



 

NM159-22 Environmental & Community Issues 

(a) Skatepark Update 
Discussion took place on the site meeting held on Saturday, 12th March 2022, where 

Councillors Beddoe, Hutchings and Saxton, together with the Clerk, had inspected 

the current condition of the skatepark.  

 

Councillor Hutchings circulated a plan with individual areas highlighted.  After 

discussion it was AGREED that the areas coloured purple on the plan be retained, 

with all other areas to be dismantled.   However, the retention of the purple area 

was subject to the condition of the sub-structure.   

 

A working party to be arranged for Saturday, 9th April to undertake the dismantling 

and sub-structure inspection.  

 

The Clerk was asked to arrange for a skip to take the waste, and to also inform 

residents that had come forward to offer assistance in putting together a bid for a 

new skatepark what decision the Parish Council had taken.  

 

Information would need to be communicated to the village on the decision taken by 

the Parish Council, and a request for assistance in dismantling the skatepark on the 

9th April.   

  

(b) Play Area Update 

 Notification of Outcome of FCC Application 
Members noted the notification received from the FCC regarding the acceptance of 
the bid for improvements to the play area.  
 
The Clerk referred to certain criteria that the FCC had requested to progress the 
grant, and asked Members to confirm their approval that the Clerk be given 
authorisation to sign the FC Communities Foundation Funding Agreement on behalf 
of the Parish Council.  This was unanimously AGREED.  
 

NM160-22 Highways 

(a) Highways Log 
Members noted the response from Via regarding the outstanding highways issues 
dating back to December 2021.   
 

Members received and noted the following roadworks bulletins: 

(b) Advance Roadworks Bulletin – Temporary Prohibition of Driving & Overnight 
Closure for installation of pole – Great North Road Roundabout (Access to North 
Road Farm) 

(c) Advance Roadworks Bulletin – Vicarage Lane, North Muskham –20m either side of 
the level crossing – 2355 hrs Sunday, 10th April to 0515 hrs Monday, 11th April – 
Level Crossing Tests 



 

(d) Advance Roadworks Bulletin – Vicarage Lane, North Muskham – 31st March 2022 
(0130 hrs to 0515 hrs) – Two-Way Temporary Traffic Signals – Road Markings & 
Fault Repairs 

(e) Advance Roadworks Bulletin – Bathley Lane, North Muskham – 20m either side of 
the level crossing – 2355hrs Friday, 22nd April to 0530 hrs Saturday, 23rd April – 
Annual Testing 
 

(f) A46 Bypass Route Announcement 
Members noted the recent announcement by National Highways that a modified 
version of Option 2 was the preferred route for the A46 Newark Bypass.   
 
Further public consultation will be undertaken.  
 

(g) Speeding Issues – Vicarage Lane 
The Clerk referred to concerns relating to speeding traffic on Vicarage Lane, 
especially as traffic exits Main Street to go over the A1 bridge.  The Clerk to raise with 
Nottinghamshire Police and the Community Team at Newark & Sherwood District 
Council.  
 

NM161-22 Financial Matters 

(a) Accounts for payment 

 Members noted and approved the following payments:  

• Clerk’s Wages – February - £255.70 

• Clerk’s Back Pay – April 2021 to Present - £88.40 

• HMRC – February PAYE - £63.80 

• Village Handyman – February - £150.27 

• Keyhole IT Solutions – Website costs – Capturing Memories 
(muskhammemories.uk) - £9.99 

• ESET – Licence Renewal – £42.41 

• Sherwood Signs – Playing Field Signage - £108 

• Ian Harrison – Christmas Sundries - £69 

• MRCC – Refuse January & February - £40 

• MRCC – Meetings January & February - £24.30 

• Tuxford Lawnmower Centre – Husqvarna Full Service - £318.41 
 

(b) To note any Receipts 
Members noted the following receipts: 

• £165 – Newark & Sherwood Community Lottery 
 

(c) Financial Reports –28th February 2022 
Members noted the financial report as circulated.    
 
The Clerk advised that some reserved funds in the current account would need to be 
transferred to the community reserve account.  A list would be circulated to 
Members to itemise the amounts. 
 



 

(d) Registration for Online Banking The Clerk updated Members on the present position 
with online banking.  
 
The agreed changes to the mandate were to add the Clerk, Jayne Saunders, together 
with Councillors Phil Beddoe, Simon Dolby, Nick Hutching and Martin Talbot, in 
addition to those Members already who were already signatories (Councillors I 
Harrison & D Saxton).  
 

NM162-22 Notts Association of Local Councils  

(a) 
 
 

Notification of 2021-22 National Salary Award 
The Clerk referred to the notification of the 2021-22 National Salary Award of 1.75%, 
backdated to 1st April 2021.  
 

NM163-22 Correspondence 
There was none to note.   
 

NM164-22 Items for Notification 
The Chair referred to a dead tree in the verge at Mackleys Lane.  The Clerk to report 
to Via.   
 

NM165-22 Date of Next Meeting 
Monday, 11th April 2022  

  

 
 
The meeting closed at  


