
Minutes of North Muskham Parish Council held on Monday, 11th September 2017 at the Muskham Rural Community Centre
Present: 
Councillor I Harrison in the Chair


Councillor S Dolby

Councillor Mrs J Hurry

Councillor D Saxton
Also in attendance: County Councillor Laughton (arr. 7.40pm) and 8 members of the public
	1.
	Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from District Councillor Mrs Saddington, Councillors P Beddoe and P Morris.


	2.
	Declarations of interest
It was AGREED that any declarations of interest would be stated by Members as required during the meeting.


	3.
	Minutes
With apologies from the Clerk, the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday, 31st August 2017 were not available for approval.  It was AGREED that they be presented to the 9th October 2017 meeting.  


	4.
	Public 10 minute session
It was AGREED that this item would be taken later on the agenda. 

	
	

	5. 
	District Councillor Session – Cllr Mrs S Saddington
It was agreed that this item would be taken if, and when, Cllr Mrs Saddington was able to attend from her previous meeting.


	6.
	County Councillor Session – Cllr B Laughton
It was agreed that this item would be taken if, and when, Cllr Laughton was able to attend.  


	7.
	Planning

	(a)
	Decision Notice - 16/01885/FULM – Land at Main Street, North Muskham - Proposed development of 16 new affordable homes 
The Chair advised that the District Council’s Planning Committee had been well attended by residents from the village.  The decision notice was now available on the District Council’s website and a copy had been circulated to Members for information.  
The Chair read the decision notice to the meeting and it was noted that refusal had been made on three points, which in brief were:

· Impact on St Wilfred’s Parish Church (Grade 1 Listed) and The Old Hall (Grade 2 Listed)
· Failure to adequately demonstrate a local need

· Failing to meet the Sequential Test as set out in the NPPF, which is a material planning consideration

It was noted that the applicant could appeal to the Secretary of State.  The Clerk advised that the Parish Council would be informed if that were to occur.  

The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.08pm to allow questions from the floor. 

It was considered that there had been an excellent and balanced discussion on the application at the District Council’s Planning Committee.  
The meeting was reconvened at 7.15pm. 


	(b)
	Decision Notice – 17/00819/FUL – Cedar House, Vicarage Lane, North Muskham – Householder application for proposed rear extension and internal alterations

Members received an noted the Decision Notice granting planning permission for a rear extension and internal alterations. 

	
	

	(c)
	Planning Enforcement Matters 

The Clerk updated Members on the current position with the two enforcement matters.  
Land at Dickinson Way

No application had yet been seen from the applicant by the Enforcement Team, however, it was understood that one had been submitted for the enclosing of the land and the change of use to residential.  
Ferry Pub

The Clerk confirmed that the log had been submitted to the Enforcement Team, together with additional information from Councillor Saxton.  A discussion had been held with Officers who confirmed that they would review the log and come back to the Parish Council.  

A resident presented an updated log which it was AGREED the Clerk would also submit to the Enforcement Team. 



	8.
	Parish Council Matters

	(a)
	To consider applications for co-option
Following the resignation of Councillor Hutchings, a notice had been placed in the Parish Council’s noticeboards advertising a Casual Vacancy. 

The Returning Officer had not received a request from ten electors to claim a poll, therefore, the Parish Council were now able to fill the vacancy by co-option. 

Members were advised that one application had been received from Edward Catenach, and the Clerk read his application.  The Clerk advised that any successful candidate must receive an absolute majority of Members present and voting at a meeting of the Parish Council.  
After consideration it was unanimously AGREED that the application from Edward Catenach be accepted and he be co-opted on to the Parish Council. 

In accordance with Section 29(1) of the Localism Act 2011, the Clerk would now arrange for completion of a Register of Interest and Declaration of Acceptance of Office, by 
Mr Catenach and welcome him as a member of the Council. 


	(b)
	Update on Play Area Project
The Clerk advised that the August deadline for submission had not been met.  The application had been carried forward to meet the November deadline.  



	(c)
	Update on Capturing Memories Project

The Clerk advised that the project had not progressed any further as yet.  


	(d)
	Arrangements for Remembrance Sunday
The Chair confirmed that he had spoken to Reverend Hadley who had agreed to hold a service at the Community Centre, in addition to the regular Church service.  
It was AGREED that the Clerk would post details of the service in the Parish Council’s noticeboards and on the Muskham Messenger.  

The Clerk would also liaise as appropriate to arrange wreathes, issue invitations to residents, organise refreshments and arrange a bugler. 



	9.
	Environmental & Community Issues

	(a)
	Update on Footpath No 3
The Area Rights of Way Officer had confirmed that Footpath No 3 was now open and available.  The blockage identified on the annual footpath inspection has been removed and the landowner has also replaced the middle stile.  There was now a new stile, waymark post and new piece of post and rail fencing. 


	(b)
	Update on Section 130A Submission
It was noted that the closing date for the extension was 15th September.
It was AGREED that the Clerk be granted a mandate to proceed with any matters raised by the County Council at the end of the extension period. 



	(c)
	Footpath – at land formerly occupied by ‘The Crown’

Members received and noted the update from the County Council’s Legal Team regarding the current position with the Crown Footpath and its addition to the definitive map  

	(d)
	Skatepark - damage to bins

The Clerk advised that one of the litter bins had been pulled completely out of the ground and would need to be re-sited.   There was also some graffiti.  
It was AGREED that the Village Handyman be asked if he could effect a repair, if not, the Clerk would report back to the Chair.  

	
	

	10.
	Highways

	(a)
	Highway Repair Log
Members received and noted the highways log.  It was confirmed there were no further items to add at this time. 

Councillor Mrs Hurry confirmed that the new dog bin, which was going to be sponsored by Northgate Business Centre, had been ordered.  The post will need to be moved to a different location by the Village Handyman. 



	(b)
	Advance Roadworks Bulletin –Bathley Lane Level Crossing – 22nd September 2017

Members received and noted the closure of Bathley Lane Level Crossing from 2355 hours on Friday, 22nd September to 0530 hours on Saturday, 23rd September, to allow for the annual level crossing test. 



	(c)
	Advance Roadworks Bulletin – Church Lane Level Crossing – 23rd September 2017

Members received and noted the closure of Church Lane Level Crossing from 2200 hours on Saturday, 23rd September to 0800 hours on Sunday, 24th September, for level crossing renewal works. 



	(d)
	Advance Roadworks Bulletin – Trent Lane, Kelham & Kelham Lane, South Muskham – 25th September to 29th September 2017

Members received and noted the closure of Trent Lane, Kelham and Kelham Lane, South Muskham, from 0830 hours on Monday, 25th September and 1830 hours on Friday, 29th September for the construction of a new car park access. 

It was AGREED that the Clerk should enquire of Via East Midlands Ltd on the location of the new car park access. 

	
	

	With the arrival of Councillor Laughton, the Chair agreed to return to agenda item 6, County Councillor Session and suspended the meeting at 7.42pm to allow him to present his report. 


	6.
	County Councillor Session – Cllr B Laughton

	(a)
	Nottinghamshire Minerals Plan
A revised consultation document will be circulated on the Nottinghamshire Minerals Plan, which had seen projected need down from 32m tonne to 18m tonne.   It is expected that it will be released after the 9th November for a six week consultation period.  
Developers had been asked to confirm if they had any intention to extend existing sites so that this could be taken in to consideration. 

  

	(b)
	Affordable Housing Scheme
Cllr Laughton noted that the proposed affordable housing scheme had been refused planning permission.



	(c)
	Land Adjacent to A1 Roundabout
An application was expected to be received in December for the change of use.  Councillor Laughton’s concern was that the County Council had a number of sites similar to the one at North Muskham and any permission could set a precedence across the county.  

While it was noted that noise and pollution did not impact on the village, the HGVs would stop and reverse in to the site, thereby causing a nuisance on the highway.  In addition, there had been an increase in mud on the A616 which could be attributed to the lorries visiting the site from Newark.  Councillor Laughton advised that he would make County Highways aware of this potential hazard.     

The Chair advised that a previous planning application at the site for a garden centre had been refused due to highway concerns.    



	(d)
	Test Drilling
Tarmac will be drilling exploratory holes for sand and gravel on land off Great North Road.



	(e)
	Community Fund
Councillor Laughton asked the Parish Council to consider if it needed support from his Community Fund for any items in the village.  



	
	The Chair thanked Councillor Laughton for his report and reconvened the meeting at 7.54pm. 



	11.
	Financial Matters

	(a)
	Accounts for payment:
AGREED unanimously that the following accounts be agreed for payment.

· Clerks wages – July & August - £463.80
· Payment to HMRC for Clerks wages – July & August - £

· Village Handyman – July & August - 

· MRCC – July Hire & August & July Refuse - £51.75

· MRCC – 50% grass cutting April to September 2017 - £207.40



	(b)
	Receipts:

· Newark Youth Trust - £1,500 (skatepark repairs)


	(c)
	Financial Report – to 30th August 2017
Members received and noted the Council’s financial position as at 30th August 2017.

	
	

	12.
	Newark & Sherwood District Council

	(a)
	Parish Council Event – 16th October 2017
Members received and noted the invitation to a Parish Council event on Monday, 16th October 2017 at Castle House, Great North Road, commencing at 6pm. 
It was disappointing to note that Parish Councils had not been asked for their views on issues that were relevant to them which could have been included in the event. 



	13.
	Notts Association of Local Councils

	(a)
	Rural Round Up – Police Newsletter
Members noted the newsletter, a copy of which had been circulated to Members for information. 


	(b)
	Changes to Data Protection Legislation - Training Day
The Clerk advised that she would be attending a training day on the changes to the legislation and would report back to a future meeting of the Council. 



	(c)
	Policy Consultation – Broadband Universal Service Obligation
The Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport were consulting on the design of Broadband Universal Service Obligations. 

The National Association of Local Councils would be responding to the consultation and were seeking views on a number of key areas of the consultation, which the Chair read out to Members. 

It was AGREED that the Clerk would post the details in the noticeboards and put the details on the Muskham Messenger asking for any comments. 



	14.
	Correspondence

	(a)
	Nomination to Muskham Rural Community Centre Committee
With the resignation of Councillor Hutchings from the Parish Council, a vacancy had now arisen on the Muskham Rural Community Centre Committee.  Nominations to the two places would be needed in time for the MRCC AGM on 17th October. 
It was AGREED that Councillor Harrison would remain as one nominee, with the new Member, Mr Catanach, to be asked if he was willing to be the second nominee. 

After discussion, it was AGREED that the Clerk would ask if it would be possible to nominate deputies to attend in the place of the two nominees, if other commitments meant they were unable to attend. 


	(b)
	Letter from Robert Jenrick MP – Custody Suite, Newark Police Station

The Clerk referred to correspondence received from Robert Jenrick MP concerning the status of the custody suite at Newark Police Station. 
It was AGREED that 

· the correspondence would be scanned to Members for their information. 

· a summary be placed on the Muskham Messenger

· a full copy to be placed in the village noticeboards 

· a copy to be placed on the Council’s website

· the Clerk would formulate a response and circulate to Members



	15.
	Date of Next Meeting

	
	Monday, 9th October 2017


The meeting closed at 8.10pm

