
SUBJECT TO RATIFICATION AT THE 12th JULY 2021 MEETING 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Muskham Rural Community Centre 
on Monday, 14th June 2021 at 7pm.   

 
Present:  Councillor I Harrison 
 Councillor P Beddoe 
 Councillor Mrs Fletcher 
 Councillor N Hutchings 
 Councillor D Saxton 
 Councillor M Talbot 
  
Also in attendance:  Councillor Mrs Saddington and 2 members of the public  
 

NM022-22 Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillor Dolby.  
 

NM023-22 Declarations of Interest 
Councillor Hutchings declared a personal interest in agenda items 9(d) and 9(e) and 
would withdraw himself from any discussion on those items.   
 
It was AGREED that any further declarations of interest would be stated by Members 
as required during the meeting 
 

NM024-22 Minutes 
The minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday, 5th May 2021  
were accepted as a true and correct record. 
 

NM025-22 Update on Issues 
The Clerk referred to the circulated issues document.    
 
The Chair referred to the land at the A1 roundabout and asked that the item be added 
to the issues document.  The Clerk to make enquiries with Via to determine if the 
obstruction put across the gate to prevent unlawful access had been removed by 
them.   Planning Enforcement had been contacted and were following up enquiries 
made in 2020 with Highways England.  The Clerk would follow up with Enforcement 
and keep Members updated.   
 

NM026-22 Public 10 Minute Session 
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.02pm to take questions from the public.  
 
A resident asked about the lobbying the Parish Council had done with NCHA on behalf 
of the residents of Gilbert’s Field, and whether the intention was that all residents 
should have fencing.   If some residents were content to have an open vista, would 
they be able to have that option.  
 
 



 

The Chair explained the background to the submission to NCHA.  The Parish Council 
would support the provision of a fence if requested by the resident, it should not be an 
imposition. 
 
The Chair thanked the resident for his input, and will share any response from NCHA 
when received.     
 
The meeting was reconvened the meeting at 7.05pm.   
 

NM027-22 District Councillor update – Cllr S Saddington 
This item would be taken if Councillor Mrs Saddington arrived.  
 

(a) Newark & Sherwood Community Lottery 

 The Chair advised that the Lottery had been well supported.  There had been 6 
winning tickets from the village in the first three weeks.   Distribution of funds would 
be determined by a group of six, comprised of villagers and Parish Councillors.  It was 
considered that the village representatives should be those that actually play in the 
lottery.  
 

NM028-22 County Councillor update – Cllr Laughton 

 No report was presented.  
 

NM029-22 COVID 19 Pandemic – Community Response and Update  
The Chair referred to the Prime Minister’s briefing which had put back the full easing 
of lockdowns back to 19th July 2021.  Infection rates had risen in Newark & Sherwood.   
 

(a) Village Event – Friday, 2nd July to Sunday, 4th July 2021 
The Chair considered that the Village Event could proceed as outlined.  It was under 
the 4,000 attendee threshold and would be outside.  The only change would be that 
there could be no evening function.   
 
A COVID risk assessment would need to be completed.  There would need to be 
marshalls ensuring that people observed social distancing, and signage to reinforce 
that.   
 
The MRCC had been advised that the only reason people would come inside would be 
to use the toilets.  The bar could serve from the external doors.   
 
ADDENDUM – The event was subsequently moved to the weekend of 30th July to 1st 
August 2021.   

  

NM030-22 Planning 
Links to the applications on the District Council’s website had been circulated to 
Members in advance of the meeting.  
 
 



 

(a) 21/01162/HOUSE – 2 Crab Lane, North Muskham – Proposed side extension 
After discussion, it was proposed by Councillor Talbot, seconded by Councillor Saxton 
that the application be supported.  This was unanimously AGREED.  
 

(b) 21/01103/HOUSE – 12 The Park, North Muskham - Two-storey side extension to house 
After discussion, it was proposed by Councillor Talbot, seconded by Councillor Mrs 
Fletcher, that the application be supported.   This was unanimously AGREED.   
 

(c) 21/01127/HOUSE – Lindum, Trent Close, North Muskham – New Dormer Roof 
After discussion, it was proposed by Councillor Talbot, seconded by Councillor Beddoe, 
that the application be supported.   This was unanimously AGREED.  
 

(d) 21/01049/HOUSE – The Nook, Marsh Lane, North Muskham - Form new double 
garage, convert existing garage to new gym and separate plant room, and 
reproofing/reforming the existing conservatory 
As Councillor Hutchings had declared a personal interest in this item, he withdrew 
from the discussion.  
 
It was proposed Councillor Beddoe, seconded by Councillor Talbot that the application 
be supported.  This was AGREED.   
 

(e) FOR NOTING: 21/01223/FUL – Gilberts Field, Main Street, North Muskham - Siting of 
sheds/greenhouses and a storage container, formation of roads and car parking area in 
connection with allotment site and green hub. 
Members noted the submission of the application as outlined.  
 

(f) Decision Notice : 21/00854/HOUSE – Little Acre, Main Street, North Muskham – Single 
storey side extension and rear first floor extension above single storey section of 
existing house and replacement of existing windows 
Members noted the decision notice granting planning permission as outlined.  
 

(g) Decision Notice: 21/00963/HOUSE – Crown House, Main Street, North Muskham – 
Proposed rear garden room with roof lantern (existing wall to be retained) 
Members noted the decision granting planning permission as outlined.  
 

(h) Decision Notice: 3/21/00920/CMA – Muskham Primary School – The siting of a 
modular building to be used as an additional teaching space, with path and ramp 
access 
Members noted the decision granting planning permission as outlined.  
 

(i) FOR NOTING:  NSDC Amended Planning Scheme of Delegation & Flow Chart 
Members noted information regarding the amended planning scheme of delegation 
and flow chart.  

  
 
 



 

NM031-22 District Councillor Update – Cllr Mrs Saddington 
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.21pm to allow Councillor Mrs Saddington to 
present her report.  
 
Councillor Mrs Saddington had no matters to report relating to the District Council.   
 
With the absence of Councillor Laughton, Councillor Mrs Saddington updated 
Members on County Council matters.  
 
Tetra Pak was now being recycled through the recycling centres, which was a positive 
step forward.  
 
A million vaccinations had now been delivered in Nottinghamshire.   
 
The Local Improvement Scheme was going to be reviewed.  It would remain in its 
current form until 2022, with the review commencing in September 2021.   
 
A COVID-19 partnership scheme had been created with a £1m fund to help social 
recovery.   
 
Residents were being asked, via a survey, what they would like the County Council to 
provide, and priorities for the future.   
 
Councillor Mrs Saddington referred to the invitation extended to attend the beacon 
lighting on 2nd July.  She would be pleased to attend.  
 

NM032-22 Parish Council Matters 

(a) Allotments/Green Hub Sub-Committee Reports 
Councillor Mrs Fletcher confirmed that three plotholders had put themselves forward 
to serve on the Allotment Committee.  An informal meeting was planned on Tuesday, 
15th June 2021 at the site.   
 
Members noted that the biggest issue was the water supply not being connected.  
Councillor Talbot advised that Severn Trent had now revised the connection date to    
July, but written confirmation was awaited.   Given the ongoing problems with water, 
the Clerk was asked to approach Councillor Laughton to see if he was able to support 
with a donation from his community fund.   
 
Councillor Mrs Fletcher advised that the matter would be raised with plotholders at 
the informal meeting.   Rain was expected towards the end of the week, which would 
give the opportunity to harvest some water.   
 
There was a change with the community plots, as they could not now be adopted due 
to a change of circumstances.  This would again be discussed at the meeting as 
plotholders may have ideas for projects that could be jointly undertaken.    An offer 
had been made to existing plotholders to take on one of the vacant plots for a year, 
free of charge.   



 

A scarecrow trail was planned over the weekend of the village event, ending at the 
allotment site.  It was also hoped to hold a vegetable competition, and a summer posy 
competition.   
 
Consideration was being given to applying to Veolia for grant funding to assist with 
composting, raised beds, etc.   
 
Councillor Talbot referred to an offer of pallets to be used on the site.  Councillor Mrs 
Fletcher noted that not all pallets were the same, and if they were not marked as 
untreated they would not be suitable to be used for segregating compost, but could be 
used for seating.   
 
Discussion took place regarding the anomaly of the size and type of containers 
outlined in the guidance, compared to that included within the recent planning 
application.  Councillor Hutchings confirmed that they had been included to cover all 
eventualities and were clearly marked on the master site plan in order that there was 
some control, should the Parish Council decide to allow them.   
 
The guidance could be amended should sheds be permitted, and the Parish Council 
could stipulate where they should be from and their size, to ensure consistency across 
the site.   
 
Councillor Hutchings referred to an offer of fruit trees, a mix of apples and pears, to 
add to the bio-diversity of the site.  They should be placed as marked on the master 
plan.  
 
Councillor Mrs Fletcher would report back to Members on the views held by 
plotholders which could be built into a master plan.  
 
The Chair asked the Clerk to approach  
 

(b) Mackleys Lane – Licence under Section 115E 
The Clerk confirmed that the signed licence had been returned to Via.  

  

NM032-22 Environmental & Community Issues 

(a) Skatepark and Play Area  
The photographs of the damaged areas on the skatepark had been forwarded to 
Newark & Sherwood District Council to see if they would be able to assist with repair.  
A reply was awaited.  
 
The play area was now fully re-open, although some signage remained in place for 
social distancing.   
 

(b) Play Area Extension Update 
The Clerk advised that, unfortunately, the application had missed the submission date.  
The fundraising committee were aware.  The next round opened for applications on 
16th June 2021, with a closing date of   September 2021.   



 

Further consultation was planned at the Village Event, and additional letters of support 
from organisations sought.     

  

NM033-22 Highways 

(a) Highways Log 
No log was circulated.  
 

(b) Roadworks Bulletin – Bathley Lane 
Members noted the road closure. 
 

(c) Resurfacing – B6325 
Members noted that the resurfacing of the B6325 would take place overnight between 
 
The Clerk advised that, as previously requested, Via had been asked if any of the 
planings could be used on the roadway up to the allotment.  A response was awaited.  
 
It was AGREED that, as there would be a risk of contamination from the surface, 
Councillor Mrs Fletcher raise at the allotment meeting on suitability.  

  

NM034-22 Financial Matters 

(a) Accounts for payment 

 The Chair referred to the accounts for payment.  It was AGREED unanimously that the 
following accounts be agreed for payment: 
 

• Martin Talbot Builder – Work at Allotments - £1,035 

• Martin Talbot Builder – Base/Socket for Beacon – £162 

• BMB Financial Services Ltd – Internal Audit - £75 

• Andrew Willey – Rabbit Fencing – £154.83 

• Martin Talbot Builder – Work at Allotments - £3,079.11 

• Newark & Sherwood Locksmiths – Combination Padlock & Chain - £144 

• Newark & Sherwood D C – Planning Fee - £145 

• Tuxford Lawnmower Centre – Equipment - £1,039 

• GMS Marketing Ltd – AX Ultra Spray - £19.80 

• WEL Medical – Defib Pads - £43.20 

• BHIB Councils Insurance – Insurance Premium – £732.85 

• Refund of Allotment Payment - £89.38 

• Mr C Brightmore – Planters - £25 

• Clerk’s Wages – April to June – £747.52 

• HMRC PAYE – April to June - £210.98 

• Village Handyman – April to May - £192.67 

• Village Handyman – May - £318.99 
 

(b) To note any Receipts 
The following receipts were noted: 

• Refund of overpayment – Tuxford Lawnmower Centre - £158.08 



 

• NCC Local Improvement Scheme - £1,629 
 

(c) Financial Reports – 30th April 2021 & 31st May 2021 
Members noted the financial reports as circulated.  
 

(d) To note the completion of the Internal Audit 
The Clerk confirmed that the accounts for the financial year 2020/21 had been 
reviewed by an internal auditor.  A change had been made to the brought forward 
amount for 2019/20 which should have been £21,601 due to roundings.   
 
The report had been signed.   

(e) To consider the Annual Government Statement 2020/21 
Members received and approved the Annual Governance Statement as at 31st March 
2021 and AGREED that it should be signed by the Chairman.  
 
The Clerk was asked to ensure that the allotment land was on the asset register, and 
suitably insured.  
 

(f) To consider the Accounting Statements 2020/21 
Members received, noted and agreed the Accounting Statement as at 31st March 
2021 and AGREED that it should be signed by the Chairman.  
 
The statement would now be submitted to PKF Littlejohn for review and the notice for 
the public inspection posted.   
 

(g) Registration for Online Banking 
Members noted the progression of the registration for online banking.  Procedures 
would be put in place that ensured all payments would still be authorised by Members 
before being paid.   

  

NM035-22 Correspondence 

(a) Proposed Parking Restrictions (TRO3336) – Main Street & Nelson Lane, North 
Muskham 
Members noted the proposals from Via to introduce ‘No Waiting At Any Time’ 
restrictions (double yellow lines) on Main Street and North Muskham, following 
concerns raised about obstructive parking at those junctions which reduced visibility 
and access for drivers and pedestrians. 
 
After discussion, Members asked the Clerk to seek an extension of the restrictions 
along the whole length of Nelson Lane.  There were concerns about vehicles 
obstructing the access to the village hall, and vehicles creating a hazard for those 
exiting the A1 roundabout onto Nelson Lane.   
 

(b) Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Beacons – 2nd June 2022 
The Clerk referred to the intention for their to be a nationwide beacon lighting event 
at 9.15pm on 2nd June 2022 to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  



 

(c) Footpaths 
Councillor Talbot asked if the footpaths from Crown House to Crab Lane could be cut 
back by the village handyman.  The Clerk to arrange.  
 

(d) Broadband Provision – Muskham Rural Community Centre 
The Chair advised that the MRCC was arranging for a broadband connection which 
would enable hirers to connect to wi-fi.  As this would assist the Parish Council, 
especially with presentations on planning applications, it was proposed that a 
contribution of £5 per month be made towards the running costs.  This was 
unanimously AGREED.  

  

(e) 
 

Gilbert’s Field 
Councillor Talbot asked if the Clerk could determine where the vacant properties on 
Gilbert’s Field were being advertised.   
 
The Clerk to contact NCHA and circulate links to Councillor Talbot and the Chair in due 
course.  

  

NM036-22 Date of Next Meeting 
Monday, 12th July 2021  

 
 
The meeting closed at 8.45pm.   


