
Appendix 1 

North Muskham APC Annual Meeting - 12th May 2025 

Firstly, and importantly on behalf of the village, my thanks again to the work and 

commitment of all members and of course to Jayne, our superb clerk for the unstinting 

commitment and support to the council and ourselves as members.  My thanks also to our 

County and District councillors who continue to fight in their respective councils, for 

protection and enhancement of our services. 

The past year has been a busy one with more than usual challenges, opportunities and 

issues but I am proud to suggest that the Council and yourselves have managed these in the 

usual efficient and effective 

In particular, may I thank Gary for his return the Council and his significant work with the 

Emergency plan, the Neighbourhood plan and supporting me and JPAG regarding the solar 

proposals. 

We at last now have an emergency plan in place and basic equipment to assist the village in 

an emergency and of course we should remember it is not if but indeed when such will 

arise. I look forward to continued progress with the Neighbourhood plan and applaud all of 

the steering group members or their work to date. 

We will know the outcome of the Solar proposals within the next few months but I fear that 

Millibands obsession with Net zero by 2030 will force this application through but we will 

continue to work with the many other parishes to do what we can to at least mitigate its 

impacts. 

The desire for a community café hub remains but progress is slow and there are significant 

challenges to meet but a steering group now exists and together we will hopefully find a way 

through to deliver the project. 

I am pleased to see that the MRCC is now in a much stronger and more stable position and 

the Ferry Pub and Ashiana continue to grow in strength, quality and reputation.  The 

allotment continues as a valuable asset to the village and unlike some villages we continue 

to have two strong churches with reasonable attendance.  

“ Community” remains key to my beliefs and my position as Chairman and I fear that it will 

be even more essential given the economic situation of the country, the challenges we face 

as a society and the likelihood that the state will have to draw back on social support and 

provision. The move to unitary councils will also throw up a different local democratic 

environment and whilst at last we might see some costs savings through efficiencies of scale 

and hopefully lessening of bureaucracy we will certainly see more remote local councils and 

service provision centres. We need to monitor and lobby to make sure that rural 

communities get our fair share of service provision and “distance” of Council centres is not 

an excuse. 



So I look forward to working with you all over the next 12 months- we continue to be a high 

performing Parish Council that makes a difference to our residents lives. 

Ian Harrison 

Chair. 


