
 Minutes of the North Muskham Parish Council held on Monday, 11th January 2016 at 7pm in the Muskham Rural Community Centre
Present: 
Councillor I Harrison in the Chair

Councillor S Dolby


Councillor Mrs J Hurry
Councillor N Hutchings
Councillor P Morris

Councillor D Saxton
Also in attendance:  Cllr Mrs Saddington and 3 members of the public
	1.
	Apologies for absence
An apology for absence was received from Councillor P Beddoe. 



	2.
	Declarations of interest
It was AGREED that in addition to the declarations listed below, any declarations of interest would be stated by Members as required during the meeting.
Agenda item 6(c)
Councillor Morris declared a personal interest. 
Agenda item 8(b)
Councillor Saxton declared a personal interest. 



	3.
	Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 14th December 2015, were accepted as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman. 



	4.
	Public 10 minute session
The Chairman suspended the meeting at 7.01pm to allow the member of the public present to raise any comments.  

No comments were raised so the meeting was reconvened at 7.02pm. 



	5. 
	District & County Councillor Session – Cllr Mrs S Saddington
 

The Chairman suspended the meeting at 7.03pm to allow Councillor Mrs Saddington to present her report.   
First, Councillor Mrs Saddington wished everyone present a Happy New Year. 

Local Minerals Plan
This had been considered at the County Council   ….. Committee, prior to consideration at Full Council on Thursday, 14th January.  North Muskham was not contained in the plan but Averham Flash was.  Councillor Laughton had argued against the inclusion stating that the surrounding roads were not fit for purpose. 

River Trent
Councillor Mrs Saddington referred to email correspondence she  had had with the Environment Agency recently regarding the proposed flood mitigation scheme.  She had sought and received assurances from the EA that the flood scheme would continue despite the recent flooding in the North of the country. 

The Chair thanked Councillor Mrs Saddington for her report and reconvened the meeting at 7.05pm. 



	6.
	Environmental & Community Issues

	(a)
	Footpath Update
The Clerk advised that the Countryside Access Team Manager had now sought advice regarding impediments to the footpath 7 from the County Council’s Legal Services Department.  A note would be drafted which could be used to remind landowners along the riverbank of their responsibilities and those of the Highway Authority. 

It was AGREED that the Clerk request a copy of the letter be sent to the Parish Council once it was drafted and that the Parish Council then consider if responses from landowners are sufficient or if not , the future action to be taken.


	(b)
	Skatepark Update
The Clerk reported that she was pursuing McDonalds Restaurant for sponsorship of the litter bins, but with no success as yet. 

The Village Handyman had recently removed some obscene graffiti from the facility. 



	(c)
	Newark Healthcare Consultative Group Minutes and Consideration of Supportive Statement
The Chair referred to the circulated minutes of the meeting held on 11th December and the request for the Parish Council to consider providing a supportive statement as outlined in the resolution. 
The Chair explained that the Consultative Group had always expected and promoted that Newark Hospital would always be a minor injuries unit and accepted and promoted that specialist care would be provided at specialist centres. 

The latest Chief Executive Officer had attended the meeting on 11th December and discussed with the Group the remedial works needed to try and bring the Trust up to standard.  It was accepted that there were still issues at both hospitals, especially around leadership, but the CEO felt capable of turning the Trust around. 

Robert Jenrick MP and Mark Spencer MP were leading a consultation which would see Newark removed from the Sherwood Forest Health Trust as a priority, with or without Kings Mill Hospital, with options to join Newark to Sheffield or Nottingham but with Nottingham as a preference.
The Consultative Group were minded that, if Newark could be split and improvements in care made, it would naturally gravitate towards Nottingham and that was preferable to the Group. 
The MP was confident that something would happen but, at this stage, it was not know what that would be.  The support of the community would be needed to take the issue further, if there was no significant support then it would not be pursued.  It was noted that there was a substantial amount of PFI debt remaining and the MP had asked for that to be removed.  The Chair stated that the PFI debt was not the issue, it was lack of leadership.  

The Parish Council were now being asked to confirm if it would support the resolution to:
1. State its strong and ongoing support for Newark hospital and all the staff who work there

2. Support the aim of separating Newark Hospital from the Sherwood Forest Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

3. Support the aim of integrating Newark Hospital in with Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trust

Councillor Mrs Hurry proposed, seconded by Councillor Hutchings, that the resolution should be supported and that it should be seen as being a support for change.   The proposition was carried by 3 votes for with 2 abstentions. 

On a separate matter, the Chair advised that there was space for an additional member to attend the meetings as the Parish Council had previously been represented by two members.  The next meeting was scheduled to be held on 12th February 206 at Newark Town Hall. 



	(d)
	Works required to the Play Area following the Annual Play Area Inspection 
The Clerk advised that the annual inspection had outlined works required to the Delta Platform and other minor works.  

It was AGREED that the quotation be accepted and the work be undertaken as soon as possible. 

 

	(e)
	Flood Defence Scheme and Arrangements to Commemorate the Opening 

The Chair referred to email correspondence from the Environment Agency which still expected completion of the scheme to be achieved prior to the end of the financial year. 
Given the length of time the scheme had taken to bring to fruition, and the keen interest and effort of residents, Members and past Members alike, the Chair proposed that an event be arranged to commemorate the opening once the works were complete. 
It was AGREED that 

the Clerk should liaise with the Environment Agency on a completion date and opening event
a budget of £100 be set aside to allow for refreshments at the Ferry Pub

	(f)
	Potential Provision of Solar Panels to the Muskham Rural Community Centre Roof
Councillor Hutchings advised Members of investigations that had recently been undertaken in to the cost of running the MRCC.  Electricity supplies for the facility was quite high and investigation had been made in to installing solar panel on the roof on a commercial basis. 

Total costs were around £15,895 plus VAT which would have to be funded by a loan.  Potential returns over a 25 year period were expected to be in the region of £106,000. 

The views of the Parish Council were sought to be taken to the MRCC Management Committee meeting on 12th January.  

It was AGREED that the Parish Council would support the scheme especially as it was designed to make the Community Centre more sustainable but that consideration be given to risk of vandalism if used on the low pitch. 



	7.
	Highways 

	(a)
	Highways Repair Log
The repair log was received and noted.  
The Clerk advised that she had queried the two items that were listed as open and would update Members when a response was received. 

It was noted that there was no improvement with the drain opposite Corner Cottage and the resident was concerned that it may be impacting on the drains to their property.  

It was AGREED that this would be logged again with the County Council. 

Councillor Mrs Saddington asked to be kept informed of any response from the County Council. 

 

	8.
	Planning

	(a)
	15/02219/FUL – 14 Manor House Drive, North Muskham, Notts, NG23 6FE – Householder Application for Proposed Double Garage/Annexe 
An application had been submitted for a ‘Double Garage/Annexe’ .  Members were concerned that the plans submitted with the application did not show any garage doors, but showed windows and also velux windows in the roof.  
The proposal would remove car parking spaces provided for the property.

Members were concerned at the inadequate information contained within the application which referred to the building as a double garage/annexe but did not provide for any vehicular access to it.  Further, the building would occupy space provided for two allocated parking spaces and Members were concerned that vehicles would have to reverse out on to the highway.  
Members felt that, given the lack of clarity contained within the application it should be referred for consideration to the District Council’s Planning Committee.  



	(b)
	15/02215/FUL – St Wilfrid Church, Main Street, North Muskham, - Place Batten roll steel on Chancel roof
Prior to consideration of this item Councillor Saxton declared a personal interest.

Members considered the information contained within the application and unanimously AGREED that it should be supported.  



	(c)
	15/02239/FUL – Old Hall Farm, Main Street, North Muskham, Nottinghamshire, NG23 6HD - Erection of a four bedroom detached house with integral garage
It did not appear that notices had been posted advising of the application.  It was AGREED that the Clerk should query this with Newark & Sherwood District Council. 

Members considered the information contained within the application and noted that the site had previously been granted planning permission in May 2005 for a three bedroom dwelling.  However, permission had lapsed in 2010.  

The new application was for a four bedroom dwelling based on the same footprint of the previously granted permission. 

Members considered the information contained within the application and AGREED that it should be supported.   



	(d)
	Decision Notice – Bondicar, Main Street, North Muskham – Works to a Tree Protected by a Tree Preservation Order No 96 – Crown Thin One Sycamore to 30%
Members received and noted the decision notice permitting the works required to crown thin one Sycamore to 30%. 



	(d)
	Proposed Extension of Sand and Gravel Extraction at Langford Quarry

The Clerk had raised the concerns of the Parish Council regarding the potential for noise and dust disturbance from the extension with the applicant who had advised that the current quarry operations were carried out under planning conditions which required control of noise and dust.  It was expected similar conditional controls would be applied to any extension area. 

The planning application for the quarry extension would be accompanied by an environmental assessment, which would include studies on potential impacts on sensitive properties from noise and dust.  
The assessments and recommendations for controlling and monitoring noise and dust would be shared with the Parish Council when the application was submitted. 



	9.
	Nottinghamshire County Council 

	(a)
	Consultation on the 2016/17 budget setting process
Members were reminded that the consultation on the 2016/17 budget setting process was still open. 
The Chair advised that he had searched for any proposals relating to rural transport but the information was not easy to find.  Councillor Mrs Saddington advised that, as far as she was aware, the services to North Muskham would not be affected.  



	10.
	Financial Matters

	(a)
	Accounts for payment:
AGREED unanimously that the following accounts be agreed for payment.

· Clerks wages – December - £224.20
· Payment to HMRC for Clerks wages – December - £56.00
· Village Handyman Hours & Expenses – December – £110.50
· MRCC – December invoice - 


	(b)
	Receipts:


None


	(c)
	Financial Report –28th November to 28th December
Members received and noted the financial report as at 28th December 2015.  


	(d)
	To determine the annual budget and set the precept for the 2016/17 financial year 
The Clerk referred to the circulated draft budget for the 2016/17 financial year. 
As reflected in the financial summary, the Council’s balances were healthy and it was expected that there would be an underspend in the current budget. 

It was recommended that the precept be maintained at the current level of £15,495.  

After discussion and consideration it was proposed by Councillor Hutchings, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hurry, that the precept for the 2016/17 financial year be retained at £15,495.  This was AGREED unanimously. 



	11
	Exclusion of the Press and Public

Matter Pertaining to Individuals

This report contains information relating to the financial or business affairs of a particular person (including the authority holding that information) which is a category of exempt information under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 1 (2) which the Council has the power to exclude the press and public if it so wishes.

RECOMMENDED that under Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 1 (2), the press and public be excluded from the meeting during discussion of this item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 1 (2) of the Act and that the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.



	
	

	
	


The meeting closed at 8.40pm

