SUBJECT TO RATIFICATION AT THE 14™ JUNE 2021 MEETING

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held via Zoom on Wednesday, 5th
May 2021 following the Annual Parish Meeting which commenced at 7pm.

Present: Councillor | Harrison
Councillor P Beddoe
Councillor S Dolby
Councillor Mrs Fletcher
Councillor N Hutchings
Councillor D Saxton
Councillor M Talbot

Also in attendance: 4 members of the public

NMO001-22 Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors Mrs Saddington
and Laughton due to purdah.

NMO002-22 To Elect a Chairman of the Council — Civic Year 2021/22
The Clerk requested nominations for the position of Chairman of the Parish Council
for the Civic Year 2021/22.

Councillor Hutchings proposed Councillor Harrison, seconded by Councillor Talbot.
This was carried UNANIMOUSLY.

Councillor Harrison was duly elected as Chairman of the Parish Council and would
sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and return to the Clerk.

NMO003-22 To Elect a Vice-Chairman of the Council — Civic Year 2021/22
The Chairman called for nominations to the position of Vice-Chairman of the Parish
Council for the Civic Year 2021/22.

Councillor Hutchings proposed Councillor Beddoe, seconded by Councillor Dolby. This
was carried UNANIMOUSLY.

The Chairman declared that Councillor Beddoe was duly elected as Vice-Chairman of
the Parish Council and would sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and return
to the Clerk.

NMO004-22 Declarations of Interest
Councillor Hutchings declared a personal interest in and would withdraw himself from
any discussion on that item.

It was AGREED that any further declarations of interest would be stated by Members
as required during the meeting



NMO005-22 Minutes
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday, 8" March 2021 were
accepted as a true and correct record.

NMO006-22 Update on Issues
The Clerk advised that contact had been made with Newark & Sherwood District
Council regarding further Speedwatch Training, particularly at the south side of the
village

The Asset of Community Value application for the Ashiana had been paused due to a
change of circumstances. It would be revisited in future if necessary.

The Newark & Sherwood Community Lottery was now live and being promoted. It
was hoped that 50 people could be signed up by the go live date of 29" May. 50% of
any money raised comes back to the village, 10% to other projects around the district
and the rest on prizes and administration. The Chair would encourage everyone to
have a look at it as, unlike the National Lottery, funding comes specifically to the
community. Spend would be determined by a group of 5 people representing all
parts of the community.

NMO007-22 Public 10 Minute Session
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.10pm to take questions from the public.

A resident, who had moved to the village in January 2020, raised concerns about the
condition of roads in North Muskham.

The main concerns were Main Street (from the school towards Crab Lane), with
repairs just being plugged and not dealing with the main issue of the surface. The
B6325 was much improved, and it was noted it was being resurfaced later in the year
and the resident queried whether there were any plans to do this with Main Street.

The Chair advised that this issue had been raised with Via and the County Councillor
on many occasions. A joint meeting had been held with Via and, as it stands at the
moment, Main Street was on the County Council’s repair and restructuring for a lesser
resurfacing project to the full resurfacing planned for the B6325. These two areas
were included for this financial year. The rest of the areas were only likely to be
patched and filled, but the Parish Council would continue to push, especially Vicarage
Lane. However, it was noted that the programme may change dependent on the
results of the County Council election.

The resident was advised that the more reports and complaints Via receive the more
likely it was for resources to be deployed. Problems could be reported direct on the

County Council portal, or through the Parish Clerk.

The Chair thanked the resident for his input and reconvened the meeting at 7.15pm.



NMO006-22 To appoint any Sub-Committee for the 2021/22 Civic Year
Allotment/Green Hub Sub-Committee 2021/22
The composition of the Allotment/Green Hub Sub-Committee was currently:

Councillor | Harrison
Councillor Mrs M Fletcher
Councillor N Hutchings
Councillor D Saxton

with Councillor M Talbot joining as contractor for the site.

It was proposed by Councillor Dolby, seconded by Councillor Beddoe, that the above
Members be reappointed, with the addition of Councillor Talbot. This was AGREED.

NMO007-22 To review and determine representation on outside bodies:

e Muskham Rural Community Centre

Representation was currently Councillor Hutchings and Councillor Harrison for
the two standing places. After discussion it was AGREED that Councillor Saxton
and Councillor Dolby be appointed as nominated people to attend if either of
the appointed representatives were unable to. The Chair reflected that it was
important to have representation as the Parish Council were owners of the
field and, should the MRCC fold, management would revert to the Parish
Council.

NMO008-22 To review and adopt standing orders and financial regulations
The Clerk referred to Standing Orders adopted in 2018. These summarised very clearly
how the Parish Council should run and no changes were proposed.

The Clerk sought permission of Council to progress online banking with the Natwest.
Should this progress a review of financial regulations would be required. Members
would be able to have a login and there would be an added level of internal audit.

It was proposed by Councillor Talbot, seconded by Councillor Hutchings, that the Clerk
be given a mandate to progress online banking and bring a recommendation back to
the June meeting.

NMO009-22 To note the Council’s asset register
This would form part of the Parish Council’s audit. It would need to be updated with
the Village Gateway Signs and the equipment to replace that recently stolen.

NMO010-22 To confirm the dates and times of ordinary meetings of the Parish Council for the
Civic Year 2021/22
Members confirmed the second Monday of each month for the Parish Council
meetings. The Clerk to circulate a schedule to all Members.



NMO011-22 Planning

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(8)

(h)

(i)

Decision Notice —21/00371/TPO — Four Trees, Old Great North Road — Undertake tree
works
Members noted the decision notice refusing permission for the tree works.

Decision Notice — 21/00175/HOUSE — The New House, Main Street — Erection of a
single storey lean-to garage on the north elevation.
Members noted the decision notice granting permission as outlined.

Decision Notice — 21/00314/FUL — Danesfield, Waltons Lane — Replacement of existing
side extension and car port for an annexe/granny flat
Members noted the decision notice granting permission as outlined.

Decision Notice — 21/00373/FUL — Land at Main Street, North Muskham — Change of
use of plots 1, 2, 14 and 15 from ‘market sale’ to ‘affordable’
Members noted the decision notice granting permission as outlined.

Decision Notice — 21/00435/FUL - Bracken Farm, Vicarage Lane, North Muskham —
Conversion of existing garage/outbuilding to a holiday let
Members noted the decision notice granting permission as outlined.

Decision Notice —21/00514/HOUSE - 2 Willow Drive, North Muskham — Proposed
garage and attic conversion, requiring raising of garage roof

Members noted the decision notice granting permission as outlined. This application
had not been supported by the Parish Council.

For Noting -2 1/00736/TEL25 — VKF249EM The Orchard, Crab Lane, North Muskham -
Installation of fixed line broadband telecommunication apparatus - Replace a pole 3 x 9m
wooden pole (7.3m above ground)

Members noted the works as outlined.

21/00920/CMA — Muskham County Primary School, Main Street, North Muskham - The
siting of a modular building to be used as an additional teaching space, with path and
ramp access

After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Hutchings, seconded by Councillor
Beddoe, that the application be supported. This was AGREED unanimously.

21/00854/HOUSE — Little Acre, Main Street, North Muskham - Single storey side
extension and rear first floor extension above single storey section of existing house
and replacement of existing windows.

The Chair noted the applicant was present and suspended the meeting to ask if they
wanted to add anything to the application. The applicant had nothing to add to the
application but outlined the side extension was to make rooms a bit bigger, with the
single storey for an extra bedroom. The existing plastic windows would be replaced
with ones in more character.




(i)

The Chair thanked the resident for their input and reconvened the meeting. The Clerk
confirmed that the Parish Council had not received any objections to the application.

The Chair noted that a Heritage Impact Statement had been provided as part of the
application.

Councillor Talbot proposed that the application be supported, seconded by Councillor
Beddoe. This was AGREED unanimously.

Request from Residents of Gilberts Field re Fencing

The Chair suspended the meeting to invite the resident to expand on the recent
request made to the Parish Council for support on lobbying for fencing around Gilberts
Field.

The resident explained that due to a planning condition, close boarded fencing could
not be put up on the boundary line as the development had to look onto open
countryside. The fencing put up is open link and much lower than the buildings, which
left residents feeling very exposed, and presented parents with a safeguarding issue.
This was particularly highlighted with the allotments now coming into use and privacy
being reduced.

Residents would like the support of the Parish Council to lobby NCHA to install suitable
fencing. Discussions had been held with representatives from NCHA but they had
referred back to the planning conditions and advised that residents couldn’t challenge
that until 5 years had passed. NCHA had suggested that the residents approach the
Parish Council and also Robert Jenrick MP.

It was noted that due to the design to allow bins to be accessed, one in three houses
did have fencing so the reasons around the condition were contradictory. A hedge
had also been planted all around the site, but it would take years to provide any
boundary and all plants had failed.

Councillor Hutchings advised that an application to vary any condition can be made to
the Planning Authority. That application would be best submitted by NCHA as the
original developer. The Parish Council could do it but would have to serve notice on
NCHA.

Councillor Dolby noted that the Parish Council would not be able to fund fencing of the
site and queried whether residents were prepared to pay for their own fencing.

It was noted that not all properties were shared ownership, some were social housing
so providing/funding a fence may not be straightforward.



(k)

(1

The Chair noted that during the course of the application there were a lot of changes
in landscaping and fencing. The Chair suggested that the Parish Council compile a
lobbying letter to NCHA, following discussion with Councillor Mrs Saddington and the
Planning Authority. This was proposed by Councillor Beddoe and seconded by
Councillor Saxton.

A letter will be compiled and circulated round to Members and the resident
representative prior to submission.

Councillor Saxton considered that, if NCHA were to do future developments in a rural
setting, they should be taking safeguarding issues into account.

Adoption of the Nottinghamshire Minerals Local Plan

Confirmation had been received that the Nottinghamshire Minerals Local Plan had
now been adopted. There was no substantial effect on North Muskham and the plan
would be in place for another 25 years.

21/00963/HOUSE | PROPOSED REAR GARDEN ROOM WITH ROOF LANTERN (existing
wall to be retained). - Crown House, Main Street, North Muskham

Councillor Hutchings had declared an interest in this item and removed himself from
the discussion on the application.

After discussion it was AGREED that this application be supported.

NMO012-22 Parish Council Matters

(a)

(b)

Local Improvement Scheme- progress update

Confirmation had been received that installation would be on Saturday, 15" May. The
Chair proposed that a formal unveiling be held on Saturday, with a time to be advised.
This was AGREED.

The removal of the WI sign down had been shared on social media, and whilst
lighthearted if anybody did approach the Parish Council to take it, and could offer a
contribution to charity, they would be welcome to have it. One suggestion had been
made that it could be used as a welcome sign on the riverbank.

It was AGREED that the condition of the old sign would be reviewed once removed as
it may be beyond repair. The brick post could be used at the allotment as hardcore.

Transfer of Community Land
The Clerk confirmed that a copy of the signed deed had been received. The original
would be held on deposit by Larken & Co at their office.

The Clerk was tasked to determine the location of the original lease for the playing
field to establish the date of the end of the lease.



(c)

(d)

Allotments/Green Hub Sub-Committee Reports

The Chair advised that, after a slow start, the project was beginning to take pace. The
contractor had been installing the fence, the water pipes were in and awaiting
inspection by Severn Trent, and all plots were marked out.

Plotholders had been invited down on Saturday, 8t May between 10am and 11am, to
inspect the area and see where their plots were. A new lock had been ordered and
would be in place for the weekend.

Village Re-Opening Day — 3" July 2021

The Chair had placed an advert in the Muskham Magazine about the day, a band had
been booked as had performances through Village Ventures. It was intended to invite
all organisations in the village to see if they wanted to have a stall to raise funds.

Councillor Talbot advised that this had been raised at the Church AGM and Reverend
Hadley was very supportive. The Church were intending to have a special Thanksgiving
Service on Sunday, 4™ July, with possibly a Flower Festival and refreshments in the
afternoon.

After discussion it was considered that it could be a ‘Muskham Awakening’ weekend,
starting with the lighting of the beacon on Friday evening.

It was AGREED that a co-ordination meeting be arranged, including the Church and
MRCC, to plan the weekend.

NMO013-22 Environmental & Community Issues

(a)

(b)

Skatepark and Play Area

Councillor Beddoe noted that 4 small holes had appeared on the older surface due to
wear and tear. It was considered that a working party should be able to effect repairs
and elongate the life of the surface.

The Chair proposed, seconded by Councillor Saxton, that repairs be progressed after
completion of the allotment site and that any contractor used be invited to submit an
invoice for work undertaken. This was unanimously AGREED.

The Clerk sought advice from Members regarding the play area. Usage had been
restricted on some items due to COVID-19 and social distancing. With the opening up
of more areas on 17™ May, at what stage did Members want the equipment to be
reinstated.

After discussion it was AGREED that the Clerk liaise with the Village Handyman to
reinstate all pieces of equipment after Monday, 17t May 2021. Some signs to be
retained relating to social distancing.

Play Area Extension Update
The Clerk advised that the application was still being worked on with a view to being
completed by the submission date of 3™ June 2021.




(c)

(d)

Increase in Dog Bins

It was AGREED that the Clerk progress the installation of a dog bin by the clapper gate
on the riverbank, rather than seek a sponsor. The price would be £245 for the bin and
installation. There would be an additional collection cost.

Councillor Hutchings asked if the litter bin opposite the entrance to The Grange could
be made bigger, have a lid on it or be moved further away from the bus stop. It was
regularly full of dog waste. The Clerk to establish the frequency of emptying by
Newark & Sherwood District Council, and their view on how full it becomes.

Report on Community Litter Pick 2021
The Chair extended his thanks to everyone that had participated on the litter pick. It
had been a good day, with over 30 bags of rubbish collected.

NMO014-22 Highways

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Highways Log
The items previously logged for Great North Road were showing as repaired and

closed on the portal. Councillor Hutchings confirmed that there were still potholes on
Great North Road, and also along Waltons Lane. After discussion it was AGREED that
the Clerk report the issue direct to Via, copying in Councillor Laughton.

Footpath between North Muskham & Cromwell — ratification of signage
A complaint had been received from an adjacent resident about usage of the footpath,
especially regarding dogs off lead and dog fouling on crops.

Signage had been sourced asking people to respect the area, stick to the footpath and
keep dogs under control. Members were asked to ratify the spend of £144. This was
AGREED.

Pre-consultation to divert North Muskham Public Footpath No.1
The Chair had attended a site meeting recently. A statutory consultation would now
be held and the Parish Council would be invited to contribute to that once received.

Mackleys Lane Verge

Following on from various discussions with Via following the last meeting of the Parish
Council, a licence would now be put together for the Parish Council to maintain the
verge at Mackleys Lane. No contribution would be forthcoming to the Parish Council
for the maintenance.

NMO015-22 Notts Association of Local Councils

(a)

Rural Broadband — Call for Evidence

After discussion, Councillor Saxton was asked to review the documentation and
circulate to Members with any comments. It was noted that there was a significant
difference in bandwith across the village.




NMO016-22 Financial Matters

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Accounts for payment

The Chair referred to the accounts for payment. It was AGREED unanimously that the
following accounts be agreed for payment:

e Clerks wages — March - £255.70

e Payment to HMRC for Clerks wages — March - £63.80

e Village Handyman — March — £128.96

e PWLB - First Annual Instalment - £1,697.24

e Tuxford Lawnmower Centre — Repairs to Ride-On Mower - £385.24

To note any Receipts

The following receipts were noted:
e Allotment Payments - £89.38
e 15t Half Precept - £8,764.50
e CIL Fund Payment - £4,624.82

Financial Report —to 31%* March 2021

The Clerk referred to the circulated reports regarding the Council’s financial position
as at 31t March 2021. A balance of £36,412 would be carried through to the new
financial year.

The allotment would be a big commitment for the Parish Council in the new financial
year, with running costs unknown until after the first year. A successful bid had been
made to the Parish and Town Council Initiative Fund which would see 50% of the
capital cost coming back.

Across its accounts the Parish Council had uncommitted reserves of £13,663, which
didn’t include the CIL fund recently received of £4,624. Members AGREED that this
amount should be allocated to the allotment to demonstrate it had been used towards
community infrastructure. That would free up the amounts that had been allocated
previously.

The Clerk to share correspondence exchanged with the Chair on reserves to Members.

Going forward a six-monthly review of unallocated reserves to be presented to
Members.

To note the theft of equipment

A claim had been submitted through the Council’s insurers. After discussion with the
Village Handyman, replacement equipment had been ordered through Tuxford
Lawnmower Centre.

After discussion it was AGREED that the Clerk liaise with the Village Handyman to
establish a safe place for the equipment to be stored.



It was noted that the MRCC was reviewing their security provision.

(e) To note arrangements for the Internal Audit and External Review by PKF Littlejohn
The Clerk advised that a new Internal Auditor had been sourced as the existing auditor
was unable to provide a service for personal reasons. It was AGREED that the Clerk
extend thanks and best wishes for past service.

The Clerk confirmed that the external review documentation was substantially
complete and would be submitted to the Internal Auditor shortly.

(f) To note documentation regarding a review of the Council’s Insurance Policy
The Clerk advised that the Council’s insurance policy was currently being reviewed
with Councillor Dolby

NMO017-22 Correspondence
There was none to report.

NMO018-22 Allotment Pathways
After discussion it was AGREED that the Chair source a price for turf for the two main
pathways, with the sub-paths grass seeded.

As the water connection isn’t being inspected until 12t May, there was no confirmed
date for water being available on the site. The matter of troughs to be discussed in
greater detail with plotholders at the meeting on Saturday, 8™ May.

NMO019-22 Date of Next Meeting
Monday, 14™ June 2021

The meeting closed at 7.43pm.



