
SUBJECT TO RATIFICATION AT THE 10TH JANUARY  2022 MEETING 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Muskham Rural Community Centre 
on Monday, 13th December 2021 at 7pm.   

 
Present:  Councillor I Harrison in the Chair 
 Councillor N Hutchings 
 Councillor D Saxton 
 Councillor M Talbot 
 
together with County Councillor Laughton and three members of the public 
   

NM101-22 Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors P Beddoe, S 
Dolby and District Councillor Mrs Saddington.  
 

NM102-22 Declarations of Interest 
Councillor Hutchings declared a pecuniary interest in agenda item 9(a).  It was 
AGREED that any further declarations of interest would be stated by Members as 
required during the meeting 
 

NM103-22 Minutes 
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday, 8th November 2021  
were accepted as a true and correct record. 
 

NM0104-22 Update on Issues 
The Clerk referred to the circulated issues document.    
 
It was AGREED that items that were considered complete to be removed from the 
document.   
 
Copy documentation had now been received from Newark & Sherwood District 
Council relating to previous planning applications.   They reflect that the boundary 
lies within the middle of the hedge, not with any adjacent owner.  The relevant 
document will be circulated to Members for information.  With the licence from Via 
now in place it was AGREED that the Clerk and Chair liaise to draft a letter to all 
residents outlining the Parish Council’s responsibility for the land and what can and 
cannot be undertaken on it.   
 

NM105-22 Public 10 Minute Session 
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.08pm for the public session.  
 
A resident referred to the drain in front of the Ashiana, which had previously been 
reported to Via.  It was still in need of repair.  The Clerk to log on the portal.  
 
There was also a problem with Ashiana customers parking without due care and 
blocking the highway.   After discussion it was AGREED that the Chair would raise this 



 

matter direct with the Ashiana, the Clerk would liaise with other agencies to report.   
 
The Chair reconvened the meeting at 7.14pm.  
 

NM106-22 County Councillor Update – Cllr Laughton 
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.15pm to allow Cllr Laughton to present his 
report.  
 
Councillor Laughton advised that Nottinghamshire County Council would be a pilot 
authority for devolution.  There was currently a delay until January.   
 
The Chair raised the problems with Vicarage Lane and asked Councillor Laughton to 
raise the condition of the surfacing direct with Via.   
 
In response to a question from Councillor Saxton, Councillor Laughton explained how 
the HS2 project would work.   
 
The Chair thanked Councillor Laughton for his report and reconvened the meeting at 
7.25pm.  
 

NM107-22 District Councillor update – Cllr S Saddington 
No report was presented as Cllr Mrs Saddington had given her apologies.   
 

NM108-22 
 
 
 
(a) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(b) 
 
 
 

Planning  
Links to the applications on the District Council’s website had been circulated to 
Members in advance of the meeting.  
 
21/02364/HOUSE – Crown House, Main Street, North Muskham - Demolish existing 
garage. 2 storey side extension 
(Councillor Hutchings had declared an interest in this application and withdrew from 
the discussion on this item).  
Members noted that the application was for a large extension on the side of the 
property.   
 
It was noted that there was an objection on the portal from an adjacent neighbour, 
part of which was a civil matter relating to rights of way and access.  As the 
neighbour was present, the Chair suspended the meeting to allow them to speak.   
 
After discussion, Councillor Talbot proposed that the application be supported, 
provided that the external finish to the extension match the existing, this was 
seconded by Councillor Saxton.   This was AGREED.  A comment to also be included to 
note the concerns of the neighbour with regard to access during the build.   
 
21/02538/HOUSE – 2 Eastfield, North Muskham - Proposed two storey and single 
storey extension to rear of property 

Members considered there were no overbearing or overlooking issues with the 
proposals.    It was proposed by Councillor Hutchings, seconded by Councillor Talbot 



 

 
 
(c) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(d) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(e) 
 

that the application be supported.  This was AGREED unanimously.   
 
Decision Notice - 21/01909/FUL – The Shades, Main Street, North Muskham - Partial 
demolition of front boundary wall to create new access driveway and parking area, 
inc alter/widen existing vehicle crossover, alterations to window, and erection of 
new external soil vent pipe 
Members noted the decision notice refusing planning permission for the 
development as outlined.  
 
Decision Notice - 21/01910/LBC – The Shades, Main Street, North Muskham - Partial 
demolition of front boundary wall to create new access driveway and parking area, 
internal alterations to dwelling, alterations to window, remove part of rear staircase, 
and erection of new external soil vent pipe 
Members noted the decision notice refusing planning permission for the 
development as outlined.  
 
Decision Notice - 21/02127/TEL24 - Communications Cabinet PCP610, Great North 
Road - Proposed 20.0m Phase 8 Monopole C/W wrapround Cabinet at base and 
associated ancillary works. 
Members noted the decision notice refusing planning permission for the 
development as outlined.  
 

NM109-22 Parish Council Matters 

(a) Casual Vacancy 
The Chair advised Members that Councillor Mrs Fletcher had resigned from her 
position as a Parish Councillor, due to personal reasons.  The Chair thanked Mrs 
Fletcher for her service and contribution to the Parish Council during what had been 
a very difficult time.  The Clerk to formally acknowledge the resignation and extend 
the Parish Council’s thanks.   
 
The Clerk would start the Casual Vacancy process and progress should no election be 
requested.   
 

(b) Allotments/Green Hub Report 
Thanks were extended to Councillor Saxton, and members of the Allotment Sub-
Committee, for the stalls at the Muskham Fayre on 27th November.  There had been 
a lot of visits to the stand with one expression of interest received.   
 
A decision had been taken previously to switch the water off during the Winter 
period.  It was AGREED that this be turned off with effect from 19th December 2021, 
turned back on in the Spring.   Plot holders to be notified.   
 
It was noted that the fruit trees had been planted inside the hedge to the south side 
of the allotments.  Thanks were extended to the plot holders for undertaking this 
work.  
 
 



 

In terms of the drain gully, no response had yet been received from the Planning 
Officer after the Clerk had asked for clarification around the permission granted for 
the Gilbert’s Field development.   
 

• Woodland Trust Tree Pack Application 
Members noted that the Parish Council had been successful with its 
application to the Woodland Trust for a tree pack.   The pack was a ‘Large 
Wild Harvest’ that included 420 saplings.  They would be delivered in the 
Spring.  
 

• Bee Hives 
The Chair had met on site with a local beekeeper who was interested in 
having hives on the allotments, and also taking a plot themselves.  It was 
considered they should be placed on the boundary with the field.  A written 
proposal from the beekeeper was awaited, which would be shared with 
Members once received.  The Clerk had sought advice from the Council’s 
insurers on any risk liability, with a response awaited.  The views of 
plotholders would also need to be sought.   
 

(c) To consider events for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
This item to be placed on the January agenda for consideration.  
 

(d) Newark & Sherwood Community Lottery Proceeds 
This item to be placed on the January agenda for consideration.   
 

(e) Parish & Town Council Initiative Fund Decision  
Members noted that the application for funding towards the CCTV had been 
accepted, but the skatepark element had not.    
 

(f) Feedback from Village Christmas Tree Event 
The Chair thanked everyone for their involvement in the event held on Friday, 3rd 
December.  The event at the Ferry had been well attended and there had been a 
good atmosphere on the evening.  The addition of the Salvation Army had been well 
received and it was considered they should be invited in future years.   
 
The Clerk to arrange for payment of the two trees.   
 

(g) To consider calling for volunteers to establish a Neighbourhood Plan 
The Clerk was asked to put together a pack outlining what would be entailed to 
deliver a Neighbbourhood Plan.  
 

NM110-22 Environmental & Community Issues 

(a) Skatepark Update  
The Clerk advised that the funding stream previously circulated by the Chair required 
50% match funding, which would not be achievable.   
 



 

Councillor Talbot considered that a decision needed to be made, as the Parish 
Council could not afford to spend any more money on it.   
 
It was AGREED that the Parish Council would seek to dismantle the structure once a 
group (with leadership) had been formed to take forward a substantial grant 
application for a replacement skatepark.  It was not considered sustainable to allow 
the current facility to remain indefinitely in a poor, and increasingly hazardous, 
condition.  It was considered important to have an engagement and grant application 
compliant group in place before demolition was undertaken.  It was suggested that 
the Parish Council could undertake the demolition by utilising individuals in the 
village with machinery, with the only potential cost being the hire of a skip(s).   
 
A draft request will be put together by the Clerk and Chair, circulated to Members 

and Nigel Pimlott before release  

The Chair referred to the amount of work being undertaken by the Village Handyman 

at the MRCC.  After discussion, it was AGREED that the handyman be asked to focus 

on Parish Council sites going forward, especially with the licence for Mackleys Lane 

now being in place.   

 • Inspection Report 
Members noted the inspection report and the findings within it.   
 

(b) Play Area Update 
Acknowledgement of the FCC application had been received, and a response to the 
additional information requested had been sent.  The Clerk asked if Councillor Saxton 
could take photographs of the existing play area, which had been requested as no 
site visits were currently being undertaken.   
 

 • Inspection Report 
The Clerk to review with the handyman.  There were some concerns about 
the tile surfacing, which had been infilled previously but was in need of 
further review.  The Clerk to investigate how best to proceed.   
 

NM111-22 Highways 

(a) Highways Log 
Members noted the Highways Log.  It was noted that Councillor Laughton would 
feedback to the Parish Council on Vicarage Lane.   
 
Councillor Hutchings asked for the gullies on Great North Road to again be logged on 
the portal.   
 

(b) A1 Northern Slipway – Request for Joint Meeting with Via and National Highways.   
The Clerk referred to the response received from Via outlining the number of 
incidents.  Between 1st January 2018 and 31st July 2021 there had been no reported 
injury accidents.  
 



 

The Clerk was asked to feedback the information to the resident.  It was not 
considered necessary to proceed with a joint meeting at this time.  
 

NM112-22 Financial Matters 

(a) Accounts for payment 

 Members noted and approved the following payments:  

• Clerk’s Wages – November - £255.50 

• HMRC – November PAYE - £64 

• Village Handyman – £254.93 

• Screwfix – Veolia Grant Expenditure - £216.28 

• Proludic – Spare parts for Multi-Gym - £195.53 

• NALC – Nimble Planning Training - £16.80 

• Muskham Christmas Fayre Donation – £24 

• D Lyne Contractors – Hedge Trimming - £295 + VAT 

• Mr I Harrison – Christmas Tree Decorations - £59 
 

(b) To note any Receipts 
Members noted the following receipts: 

• £138 – Newark & Sherwood Community Lottery 
 

(c) Financial Reports – 30th November 2021 
Members noted the financial report as circulated.    
 

(d) Registration for Online Banking  
No further information had been received since the documentation had been 
completed.   The Clerk to arrange a visit to the bank with the Chair after the 
Christmas break to progress.   
 

(e) To consider Budget priorities for the 2022-23 Financial Year 
The Clerk was asked to put together a budget for consideration at the January 
meeting.   
 
Quotations to be sought for new/replacement seats and removal of the skatepark.   
 

NM113-22 Notts Association of Local Councils  

 Congratulations were extended to the Chair on his appointment to the National 
Association of Local Council’s Smaller Council’s Committee.   
 

NM114-22 Correspondence 
There was none to note.   
 

NM115-22 Items for Notification 
No items were raised.   
 

NM116-22 Date of Next Meeting 



 

Monday, 10th January 2022  

 
 
The meeting closed at 9pm  


