
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of North Muskham Parish Council held on Wedneday, 18th May 2016 at the Muskham Rural Community Centre immediately following the Annual Meeting of the Parish
Present: 
Councillor I Harrison in the Chair

Councillor S Dolby


Councillor Mrs Hurry


Councillor N Hutchings
Councillor P Morris

Councillor D Saxton
Also in attendance:  2 members of the public
	1.
	Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P Beddoe, D Saxton and County Councillor Mrs Saxton


	2.
	Election of Chairman

The Clerk called for nominations to the position of Chairman of the Parish Council for the Civic Year 2016/17. 

Councillor Mrs Hurry proposed Councillor I Harrison, seconded by Councillor Morris.  

In the absence of any other nominations a vote was taken and the proposal was carried UNANIMOUSLY.

The Clerk declared that Councillor Harrison was duly elected as Chairman of the Parish Council and asked that he sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 



	3.
	Election of Vice-Chairman 

The Chairman called for nominations to the position of Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for the Civic Year 2016/17 to support the Chairman during the year.

After discussion, the Chairman proposed a joint Vice-Chairmanship by Councillor Morris and Councillor Hutchings.  This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Hurry and unanimously AGREED. 

The Chairman declared that Councillor Morris and Councillor Hutchings had been duly elected as Vice-Chairmen of the Parish Council and asked that they sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.


	4.
	Declarations of interest
It was AGREED that any declarations of interest would be stated by Members as required during the meeting.


	5.
	Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 11th April 2016, were accepted as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman. 



	6.
	Public 10 minute session
The Chairman suspended the meeting at 7.35pm to allow members of the public present to raise any comments.  

None were raised and the meeting was reconvened at 7.36pm. 



	7. 
	District & County Councillor Session – Cllr Mrs S Saddington
 

There was no further report to be presented by County Councillor Mrs Saddington,


	8.
	Planning

	(a)
	16/00746/FUL - Demolition of existing house and outbuildings and construction of new house and detached outbuilding to replace existing.  New front boundary wall - Elm Tree House, Crab Lane, North Muskham NG23 6HH
Members were reassured by the Flood Risk Assessment submitted by the Environment Agency as part of the planning process. 

It was AGREED that no objection be raised and the application be supported. 



	9.
	Highways

	(a)
	Highway Repair Log
Members noted the update to the repair log.  Members raised the following additional items which the Clerk was asked to report:

· the 20mph sign at the end of Marsh Lane which had been knocked over

· overhanging vegetation on Main Street to the north of Waltons Lane



	(b)
	Temporary Closure of South Muskham Level Crossing – 25th to 26th June 2016

Members received and noted correspondence relating to the closure of Church Lane Level Crossing from 2330 hours on Saturday, 25th June until 0830 hours on Sunday, 26th June 2016. 



	(c)
	Occupation of land adjacent to A1 roundabout
The Clerk advised that she had been unsuccessful in speaking to the relevant officer at Newark & Sherwood District Council and, although the caravan was no longer occupied as it had been demolished, the land remained unsecure. 
It was AGREED that the Clerk should escalate the matter to a Senior Officer to seek immediate action, especially given the hard work and effort put in by residents of the village in collecting rubbish in and around the village and the wider area. 



	10.
	Environmental & Community Issues

	(a)
	Footpath Update
The Clerk advised that correspondence had been received from the Principal Legal Officer at Nottinghamshire County Council apologising for the delay in submitting the draft.  Senior officers had recently had to prioritise their workload due to the restructuring of the delivery vehicle for the Authority’s highway functions into Via.  It was hoped that a response would be received shortly. 

After discussion it was AGREED that the Clerk should respond outlining that Members were becoming increasingly frustrated and some held the view that the Parish Council should actively pursue the submission of a Section 30.   It was hoped, therefore, that the matter could be expedited. 


	(b)
	Skatepark Update
The Clerk advised that the bins were on order and should be received within the week.  
The renewal schedule had been received for the skatepark and play area, which were insured separately to the main Council policy with Zurich.  A comparison quote had been requested from Zurich and the fee was slightly lower.

The Chair advised that a 5 year old had recently suffered an accident on the play area.  It was AGREED that the current insurers should be advised.  It was further AGREED that the Clerk investigate with the manufacturers what play equipment was available with a view to installing additional pieces for younger children. 



	(c)
	To confirm the arrangements for the opening of the Flood Defence Scheme on Sunday, 22nd May 2016
The celebration of the completion of the Flood Defence Scheme by the Environment Agency was confirmed at 2.30pm on Sunday, 22nd May 2016.  

It was AGREED that guests should meet at the nature reserve gate at the end of Manor House Drive at 2.30pm to move to the area.  The Chairman would perform a short opening ceremony, responded to by the Environment Agency.  A buffet lunch had been arranged at The Ferry Inn following the opening. 


	(d)
	Muskham Summer Feast – 11th June 2016
The Clerk confirmed that the commemorative medals had been ordered and were on schedule for delivery prior to the Feast on 11th June. 
It was AGREED that the Clerk should seek to identify a 90 year old resident of the village to distribute the medals at the Feast.  

On a separate note the Chair referred to the defacing of the poster advertising the event.  Members of the Parish Council were disappointed to note that someone had defaced the image of HM The Queen. 


	11.
	Newark & Sherwood District Council

	(a)
	Strategic Priorities Consultation

It was AGREED that the Clerk should circulate the strategic priorities to Members for completion and return so that a reply could be co-ordinate responses prior to submission to the District Council. 

The Chair also asked Members to consider other priorities they would wish to see the District Council consider to include in the response. 



	(b)
	Proposed Amendments to the Regulation 123 List of Projects

Members received and noted the proposed amendments to the Regulation 123 List of Projects.

	
	

	12.
	Parish Council Matters

	(a)
	Schedule of meetings to May 2017

The schedule of meetings to May 2017 were received and noted.  It was AGREED that an electronic copy be circulated by the Clerk to all Members. 



	13.
	Financial Matters

	(a)
	Accounts for payment:
AGREED unanimously that the following accounts be agreed for payment.

· Clerks wages – April - £224.20
· Payment to HMRC for Clerks wages – April - £56.20
· Village Handyman Hours & Expenses – April -  £174.53
· NALC – Local Council Review - £17

· MRCC – April invoice – £31.30

· MRCC – CFR Meetings - £12.30
· J Saunders – Stationery - £17.49
· NCC – Grass Cutting Q2 - £135.16

· NCC – Grass Cutting - £396.66

With regard to the Village Handyman the Chair asked that a request be made for the grassed area around the benches at Manor House Drive be included within his duties.  

It was noted that the hourly rate had not increased since the Handyman had been contracted.  The Clerk to discuss this with him. 

The Chair asked that the Handyman be thanked for the role he undertook in maintaining the village open spaces which came under the responsibility of the Parish Council. 



	(b)
	Receipts:


£7,747.50 – First Half Precept 


£1,048.68– CIL Funding
 

	(c)
	Financial Report –28th March to 28th April
Members noted that the Clerk had completed the first stage of the audit and the accounts would now be submitted for internal audit.  A copy of the financial situation to 31st March would be submitted to Members, together with the first statement of the financial year to 28th April 2016. 


	14

	Exclusion of the Press and Public

Matter Pertaining to Individuals

This report contains information relating to the financial or business affairs of a particular person (including the authority holding that information) which is a category of exempt information under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 1 (2) which the Council has the power to exclude the press and public if it so wishes.

RECOMMENDED that under Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 1 (2), the press and public be excluded from the meeting during discussion of this item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 1 (2) of the Act and that the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.



	
	

	
	


The meeting closed at 9pm

