
SUBJECT TO RATIFICATION AT THE 11th OCTOBER 2021 MEETING 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Muskham Rural Community Centre 
on Monday, 13th September 2021 at 7pm.   

 
Present:  Councillor I Harrison in the Chair 
 Councillor P Beddoe 
 Councillor S Dolby 
 Councillor Mrs Fletcher 
 Councillor D Saxton 
 Councillor M Talbot 
 
together with Councillor Mrs Saddington and 7 members of the public.  
   

NM053-22 Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillor N Hutchings and 
County Councillor Laughton  
 

NM054-22 Declarations of Interest 
Councillor Talbot declared a pecuniary interest in Agenda Item 9(a).  
 
It was AGREED that any further declarations of interest would be stated by Members 
as required during the meeting 
 

NM055-22 Minutes 
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday, 12th July 2021  
were accepted as a true and correct record. 
 

NM056-22 Update on Issues 
The Clerk referred to the circulated issues document.    
 

NM057-22 Public 10 Minute Session 
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.03pm for the public session.   
 
Residents referred to two problems with overgrown vegetation, one opposite 
Edgefield House with vegetation encroaching onto the pavement causing a hazard for 
footpath users who are forced to step out on to the road.   The second problem was 
the overgrown vegetation at and around the sharp bend at the bottom of the 
connection to Old Great North Road, reducing visibility and creating a collision hazard 
for footpath users.   A map was circulated outlining the problem areas.   
 
Residents had been liaising with Highways England and Via to try and establish 
ownership.    
 
 
 
 



 

There was also concern at the amount of weeds around the kerbs on The Park, and the 
old surface was now coming through from the resurfacing works.   There was also a 
lack of maintenance on the spinney on The Grange, which was overgrown and 
suffering with self-set Elders.   
 
The Clerk advised that, from enquiries made in 2018, maintenance of the spinney lay 
with Taylor Wimpey.   This information had been shared with the residents.   
 
After discussion, it was AGREED that the Highways Agency and Via be requested to 
attend a site meeting where these issues could be discussed.  This to also include the 
continuing problems being experienced on the A1 slipway, where most recently a 
telegraph pole had been compromised leaving a number of properties without 
telephone and internet connection.   
 
The meeting was reconvened at 7.15pm.   
 

NM058-22 District Councillor update – Cllr S Saddington 
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.16pm to allow Councillor Mrs Saddington to 
present her report.  
 
Councillor Mrs Saddington advised that there was little to report, but she would 
remain for the planning items that were on the agenda.   
 

(a) Model Code of Conduct – Adoption & Training  
The District Council had adopted the Councillor Model Code of Conduct at its Council 
Meeting on Tuesday, 13th July 2021.  Training will be rolled out to Parish Councils at 
some stage.   

  

NM059-22 County Councillor update – Cllr Laughton 

 No report was presented as Cllr Laughton had given his apologies. 

  

NM060-22 
 
 
 
(a) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning 
Links to the applications on the District Council’s website had been circulated to 
Members in advance of the meeting.  
 
21/01909/FUL & 21/01210/LBC – The Shades, Main Street, North Muskham – Partial 
demolition of front boundary wall to create new access driveway and parking area, inc 
alter/widen existing vehicle crossover, internal alterations to dwelling, alterations to 
window, remove part of rear staircase, and erection of new external soil vent pipe 
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.16pm to allow residents present to speak on the 
application.  
 
Residents referred to their concerns about the removal of trees, the extensive internal 
alterations and the disproportionate 40m drive for 3 car parking spaces.  There was a 
concern that there could be piecemeal development of the site and the impact that 
would have on a Grade 2 Listed Building.   



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(b) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(c) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The proposed access was considered dangerous and would impact on the crossover to 
the adjacent property.   Permission would be needed from Via as the application 
showed access over the verge, which included a lamp post 
   
The Chair thanked residents for attending and for outlining their concerns and 
reconvened the meeting.    
 
It was noted that Members could only consider the application that was in front of 
them.   
 
After discussion, it was unanimously AGREED that objection be raised to the 
application on the following grounds: 
 

• the visual impact the removal of trees would have on the street scene  

• the adverse nature the internal alterations would have on a Grade 2 Listed 
Building 

• the proposed access was dangerous and would impact on the access to the 
adjacent property 

• the property lay within flood zones 1 and 2, and there was a concern that the 
proposed length of the driveway was excessive and not proportionate to the 
use of the dwelling and could pose a flood risk  

 
Furthermore, Members were concerned that subsequent applications to further 
develop the site could be forthcoming and there was a concern at the cumulative 
effect this could have on the village.   
 
It was noted that Councillor Mrs Saddington could call the application in for 
consideration at Planning Committee if there were material grounds to do so.   
 
21/01607/HOUSE – 29 The Grange, North Muskham – Demolish rear conservatory and 
form new rear single-storey extension and infill section between house and existing 
garage 
Councillor Talbot had declared a pecuniary interest in this item and withdrew himself 
from consideration of this item.  
 
After discussion, it was unanimously AGREED that no objection be raised to this 
application.  
 
21/01908/FUL – Ashlea, Crab Lane, North Muskham – Proposed replacement dwelling 
(resubmission of 21/01444/FUL) 
After consideration, Members were of the opinion that the revised proposals were still 
excessive for the size of the plot.   
 
It was unanimously AGREED that the application not be supported due to its scale, 
visual impact and rights to light and how overbearing it would be.   
 



 

(d) 
 
 
 
 
(e) 
 
 
 
(f) 
 
 
 
 
 
(g) 
 
 
 
 
 
(h) 
 
 
 
 
(i) 

Decision Notice – 21/01444/FUL – Ashlea, Crab Lane, North Muskham – Proposed 
replacement dwelling 
Members received and noted the decision notice refusing permission for the 
development.  
 
21/01127/LDC – 21 Trent Close – Certificate of Lawful Use or Development for 
construction of a new dormer roof. 
Members noted the issue of the Certificate.  
 
Decision Notice – 21/01223/FUL – Gilbert’s Field, Main Street, North Muskham – Siting 
of sheds/greenhouses and a storage container, formation of access, roads and car 
parking area in connection with allotment site and green hub 
Members received and noted the decision notice granting permission for the works as 
outlined.  
 

Decision Notice – 21/01400/TPO – Sycamore Cottage, Main Street, North Muskham – 
Undertake works to tree identified as protected by TPO 96, T1 Sycamore – Crown 
reduction by 2m 
Members received and noted the decision notice granting permission for tree works as 
outlined.  
 
Decision Notice – 21/01049/FUL – The Nook, Marsh Lane, North Muskham – Erect new 
detached double garage 
Members received and noted the decision notice granting permission for the works as 
outlined.   
 
Newark & Sherwood Plan Review – Options Report Consultation 
The Chair advised that the Clerk would put together a draft response for the Chair and 
forward to Members for consideration prior to submission.    

  

NM061-22 Parish Council Matters 

(a) Village Event Review including financial statement  
The Chair extended his thanks to everyone involved in delivering the event.  There had 
been lots of positive comments, especially with the entertainment for the children 
being free.  A budget of £1,500 had been set aside for the event and, after taking into 
account all income and expenditure, there was a balance of £382.95 back into the 
budget.   A copy of the balance sheet had been circulated to Members for information.   
 
Councillor Lloyd, Leader of the District Council, had visited the allotments on the 
Sunday, 1st August and was impressed to see such a positive outcome supported by 
grant funding from the Parish and Town Council Initiative Fund. 
  

(b) Allotments/Green Hub Report & outcome of Reduce, Reuse, Recycle Fund Application  
An updated regarding the allotment had been received.  It was noted that it was now a 
quieter time with plotholders clearing and preparing for winter.  There had been a 
potato/tomato blight which had been dealt with.  
 



 

The Clerk was asked to arrange a meeting of the Allotment Sub-Committee as soon as 
possible.   
  
Members noted that an application to the Reduce, Reuse, Recycle Fund submitted by 
Councillors Mrs Fletcher and Saxton had been successful.   
 

(c) To consider a Neighbourhood Plan for North Muskham 
After discussion, it was AGREED that the Clerk look to extend an invitation to a fellow 
Clerk from a Parish Council that had already gone through the Neighbourhood Plan 
process in Newark & Sherwood to attend a future meeting to talk through the process 
and share their experiences.   
 

(d) To consider arrangements for Remembrance Sunday 
Councillor Talbot confirmed that Reverend Hadley was available to take the 
Remembrance Sunday service at the MRCC.  It was AGREED that the Clerk liaise with 
Councillor Talbot on the service.   
 
The Silent Soldier would be placed at the side of the Village Gateway sign and any 
available lamp post poppies would be placed around him.   
 
The Chair noted that there were memorial seats available through the Royal British 
Legion which could perhaps be considered at some future point.    
 

(e) To consider arrangements for the Village Christmas tree and Carol Service 
The Chair proposed that an additional Christmas tree be installed at The Ferry, using 
the housing installed for the beacon.  An electricity supply would be required, which 
the landlord had kindly agreed could be taken from The Ferry.  An underground pipe 
would need to be installed to pull cabling through.   
 
It was considered that this would be a safer option than on the verge at Nelson Lane as 
the area could contain more people.   A tree would still be installed on the verge.   
 
After discussion, it was AGREED that this be progressed with budgetary provision 
required for new lights, the electricity connection and an additional tree.   
 
A date of Friday, 3rd December at 6pm was agreed.  Councillor Saxton would liaise with 
the Salvation Army for musical support.  The Clerk would liaise with the Methodist 
Choir and Reverend Hadley.   
 
Councillor Talbot understood that the Living Advent Calendar was being organised for 
2021 and the event could link in with that initiative.   
 

(f) To consider representation at the Cromwell Lock Commemoration and possible 
refreshments 
The Chair considered it important that the Parish Council be represented at the 
Commemoration on Sunday, 26th September.  It was AGREED that the Chair would 
attend and lay a wreath, which the Clerk would arrange from the Town Hall.     



 

  

NM062-22 Environmental & Community Issues 

(a) Skatepark and Play Area  
The Clerk advised that repairs were required to a part of the multi-gym.  Proludic had 
provided a quotation of £162.94 for the required pieces.  It was AGREED that these be 
ordered.  It was noted that the Village Handyman may need help with installation.  
 
The Clerk referred to a recent inspection of the skatepark.  Photographs had been 
taken which showed severe deterioration of the underneath and, in its current 
condition, it was deemed unsafe and required closing off as soon as possible, or 
temporary repairs to the hole areas.   
 
After discussion it was AGREED that the Clerk seek advice from the Council’s insurers 
on how best to close off the structure given the problems experienced when it had 
been closed previously.  Costings also to be sought from the contractors, in time for it 
to be included within a bid  to the Parish and Town Council Initiative Fund.  
 
Councillor Talbot suggested that a door be installed at the side of the skatepark to 
allow for easy inspection and access.  This was AGREED.   
 

(b) Play Area Extension Update 
This item was deferred for consideration at the 11th October 2021 meeting.  
 

(c) Anti-Social Behaviour - Bridleway 5 and Footpath 2 
The Rights of Way team were proposing to install a strategically positioned waymark 
post where FP 2 became BW5.  After discussion the Clerk was asked to contact the 
team and seek a postponement as Members were concerned about accessibility for 
mobility scooters and prams.     
 

NM063-22 Highways 

(a) Highways Log 
Members noted the Highways Log.   
 
Correspondence had been received from Via referring to some initial work being 
undertaken in preparation for patching works along Main Street.  Members expressed 
their disappointment as it was considered that the degradation of the surface and the 
lack of maintenance meant that only full resurfacing should be considered, especially 
outside St Wilfrid’s Church.  Furthermore, Councillor Laughton had indicated that this 
would be forthcoming.  
 
After discussion it was AGREED that the Chair and Clerk escalate this matter to Senior 
Management.   
 

(b) A1 Northern Slipway – Correspondence from Highways England  
Members noted correspondence from the Programme Development Manager, East 
Midlands Asset Delivery of Highways England.   



 

 
As discussed earlier on the agenda, the Clerk to issue an invitation to Highways 
England to discuss this correspondence and problems around maintenance with Via 
and representatives of the Parish Council.   
 

(c) CPRE Rural Transport Fact Finding  
This item was deferred for consideration at the 11th October 2021 meeting.  

  

NM064-22 Financial Matters 

(a) Accounts for payment 

 Due to time constraints, the accounts for payment would be ratified at the 11th 
October 2021 meeting.  
 

(b) To note any Receipts 
Due to time constraints, receipts would be ratified at the 11th October 2021 meeting.  
 

(c) Financial Reports – 31st July and 31st August 2021 
Members noted the financial reports as circulated.  
 

(d) Registration for Online Banking  
This item was deferred for consideration at the 11th October 2021 meeting.  

  

NM065-22 Notts Association of Local Councils  

(a) Annual General Meeting – 17th November 2021 
This item was deferred for consideration at the 11th October 2021 meeting.  

  

NM066-22 Correspondence 
There was none to raise.  
 

NM067-22 Date of Next Meeting 
Monday, 11th October 2021  

 
 
The meeting closed at 9.05pm  


