
SUBJECT TO RATIFICATION AT THE 8th NOVEMBER 2021 MEETING 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Muskham Rural Community Centre 
on Monday, 11th October 2021 at 7pm.   

 
Present:  Councillor I Harrison in the Chair 
 Councillor P Beddoe 
 Councillor D Saxton 
 Councillor M Talbot 
 
together with County Councillor Laughton, District Councillor Mrs Saddington and 1 
member of the public.  
   

NM068-22 Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors S Dolby and N 
Hutchings. 
 

NM069-22 Declarations of Interest 
It was AGREED that any declarations of interest would be stated by Members 
as required during the meeting 
 

NM070-22 Minutes 
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday, 13th September 2021  
were accepted as a true and correct record. 
 

NM071-22 Update on Issues 
The Clerk referred to the circulated issues document.    
 
Mackleys Lane and Gilbert’s Field had been added. 
 
Regarding Mackleys Lane, the countersigned licence had now been received from Via.  
This gave the Parish Council the right to maintain the verge.  Subject to Members 
agreement, the Chair proposed that a letter be sent to residents on Mackleys Lane 
outlining the Parish Council’s responsibility and what it was able to undertake.  This 
was AGREED.  
 
The District Council had now located historic planning data that may provide clarity on 
the ownership of the hedge alongside the verge.   The Chair and Clerk would be 
attending Castle House to inspect these documents shortly.  
 
The Chair requested that the poor condition of the Castle Level Crossing be added to 
the issues document.  Ramp signs were still in place and works to improve the crossing 
had, in fact, made it worse with traffic having to slow down considerably to cross it.   
 

NM072-22 Public 10 Minute Session 
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.04pm for the public session.   
 



 

No questions were asked so the meeting was immediately reconvened.   
 

NM073-22 County Councillor Update – Cllr Laughton 
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.05pm to allow Cllr Laughton to present his 
report.  
 
Councillor Laughton reported that he had been seconded to serve on the Highways 
Committee that was undertaking a review of services and look to ways to improve 
their delivery.   
 
The County Council were in the process of changing their governance from a 
Committee to Cabinet structure.  
 
There were no specific issues relevant to the village, but on a county basis, the Council 
were pushing forward with a Freeport at East Midlands Airport, and there were high 
level negotiations taking place regarding HS2 at Toton.  Devolution would be discussed 
in greater detail with the relevant Government Minister, now the Rt Hon Michael 
Gove.  
 
The Chair asked whether the Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP coming out of the Cabinet 
would have a detrimental impact on the dualling proposals for the A46.  Councillor 
Laughton confirmed that it would not.  
 
Councillor Laughton advised that officers at Via had been alerted to the sign on the 
yard on the land previously used by Laffeys.  
 
The Chair thanked Councillor Laughton for his report and reconvened the meeting at 
7.08pm.  
 

NM074-22 District Councillor update – Cllr S Saddington 
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.09pm to allow Councillor Mrs Saddington to 
present her report.  
 
Councillor Mrs Saddington noted that the application for Ashlea had again been 
refused planning permission.  The Clerk advised that the Decision Notice had not yet 
been received.   
 
Regarding the application for ‘The Shades’ Councillor Mrs Saddington was waiting for 
further information from the Planning Officer.   
 
The Chair thanked Councillor Mrs Saddington for her report and reconvened the 
meeting at 7.10pm.  
 

(a) Street Naming & Numbering Policy  
Members noted the District Council’s Street Naming & Numbering Policy.   

  
 



 

NM075-22 Highways 
With the approval of Members, the Chair brought forward consideration of agenda 
item 11(c) Advance Roadworks – Main Street.  
 
The Chair referred to previously held site meetings with and correspondence sent to 
Via regarding the condition of a number of roads within the village, primarily Main 
Street, Vicarage Lane, Great North Road, Waltons Lane and the A1 roundabout.  
 
At the invitation of the Chair, Councillor Beddoe spoke to this item.   
 
While it was pleasing to note that works to Main Street were now progressing, it was 
disappointing that there were no works planned south of Glebelands or to any of the 
other areas outlined when the Council met with an officer from Via in August 2020.   
 
Residents had seen that the whole of Church Lane, South Muskham, had been 
resurfaced and would be at a loss to understand why the same criteria had not been 
applied to roads within North Muskham.  
 
The Clerk had sought clarification from the Project Team at Via who had outlined how 
the areas of work had been determined.   A copy had been circulated to Members for 
information.   
 
Councillor Laughton advised that the project will have been allocated funding to 
complete the works and that funding criteria could not be extended.   
 
The Chair summarised that Members accepted and were thankful for the work that 
was planned, but were concerned that other areas that had been regularly highlighted 
and reported as being in a poor and dangerous condition had not been included.  
However, it was noted that the Project Officer had reported the poor state of Vicarage 
Lane to the Asset Management Team and recommended it be considered for works.   
  

NM076-22 
 
 
 
(a) 
 
 
 
 
(b) 
 
 
 
 

Planning  
Links to the applications on the District Council’s website had been circulated to 
Members in advance of the meeting.  
 
Decision Notice – 21/01607/LDC – 29 The Grange, North Muskham - Demolish rear 
conservatory and form new rear single-storey extension and infill section between 
house and existing garage 
Members noted the decision notice previously circulated granting permission.  
 
21/02127/TEL24 - Communications Cabinet PCP610 Great North Road North Muskham 
- Proposed 20.0m Phase 8 Monopole C/W wrapround Cabinet at base and associated 
ancillary works. 
After discussion it was AGREED that the Clerk circulate documents to Members and 
ask for confirmation as to whether or not they supported the application.  Pending 
those responses the Clerk was given delegated authority to respond to the application.   
 



 

 

NM077-22 Parish Council Matters 

(a) Allotments/Green Hub Report 
It had not been possible to arrange an allotment sub-committee prior to the Parish 
Council meeting.  The Clerk was asked to progress this as soon as possible.  
 
Councillor Talbot asked if manure could be transferred from the adjacent field for 
allotment holders to use.  Mr Gibson (present at the meeting) agreed to do this.  
 

(b) To consider a Neighbourhood Plan for North Muskham 

The Clerk confirmed that an approach had been made to Fiskerton Parish Clerk to 
attend a future meeting but they had advised that, as Clerk to a small Parish they 
weren’t directly involved with a lot of the process as Councillors took it on board and 
reported back through the Parish Council. 
 
The Clerk had applied for grant funding and reported back to funders as the plan 
progressed.  The Council had appointed professionals to steer them through the whole 
process who assisted with all documents required for registering with the District 
Council, right up to the referendum process. 
 
A request had been made for a Councillor involved in the process to attend.   
 

(c) To consider arrangements for Remembrance Sunday 
Councillor Talbot confirmed that all arrangements for the service on 14th November 
were in hand.  The service would be held wholly outside.  The Clerk confirmed that the 
MRCC had the centre booked out for the event, and wreathes ordered.  
 
The Clerk was asked to liaise with the MRCC regarding work being proposed for the 
flagpole and report back to Members.   
 
A message to be put on the Muskham Messenger to advise residents of the 
arrangements for Remembrance Sunday.   
 

(d) To consider arrangements for the Village Christmas tree and Carol Service 
Members noted that the Salvation Army had been booked, and the Methodist Choir 
had confirmed their attendance, together with Reverend Hadley who would lead the 
service.  
 
It was AGREED that Councillor Talbot progress the installation of the protected electric 
supply at The Ferry, as agreed with the landlord.  Costs to be met from the proceeds of 
the Village Event.   
 
Councillor Hutchings would be asked to source two trees, one for the verge at the 
junction of Nelson Lane and Main Street, the second for at The Ferry.  
 
The Chair was given delegated authority to purchase an additional set of Christmas 



 

lights.   
 

(e) Safer Neighbourhood Group – 30th September 2021 
Councillor Saxton reported back on issues raised at the Safer Neighbourhood Group on 
30th September 2021.  
 
The Police were aware of the problems regarding Quad Bikes in the village and 
accepted that their response should have been more robust on the first incident in 
July.   
 
Burglars had targeted properties in Farnsfield and Southwell recently.   
 
A discussion had taken place over what to do about ‘hawkers’ (door to door 
salesmen).  The Police asked that they always be reported using the 101 number.  
 
Councillor Saxton would put a report on the Muskham Messenger.  
 

NM078-22 Environmental & Community Issues 

(a) Skatepark and Play Area  
The Chair referred to the circulated document outlining 5 options for the skatepark 
following the recent report on its condition and the substantial quotation received.    
Following discussions with the Council’s insurers, the skatepark had been closed with 
notices put up on site and also within the wider community (Facebook and Muskham 
Messenger).  
 
A breakdown of the quotation had been requested, and received, which the Clerk 
outlined to Members. 
 
Councillor Beddoe outlined areas he considered could be repaired by a working party 
as had previously been undertaken.   It was noted that there was a new skatepark 
being installed at the YMCA in Newark which would see the one on Sherwood Avenue 
close.  The Chair advised this would remain open until the YMCA was complete so no 
spare material would be forthcoming due to timescales.  
 
After considerable discussion, Members unanimously AGREED to accept option 5, 

which was to apply option 1 and at the same time begin to compile a substantial bid to 

the FCC with the skatepark still in place allowing for Nigel Pimlott and others to 

formulate the required engagement group and consultative evidence.   

 

Option 1 outlined keeping the current structure pending a substantial scheme and to 

use the proposal quote from Broomskatepark previously obtained by Councillor 

Beddoe in the sum of £6,750 (updated quotation to be requested).  Partial removal 

and reinstatement of new material to sub structure and surface.   

It was anticipated that the cost would be in the region of £7,750 which the Chair 

would include within the grant application to Newark & Sherwood District Council, 



 

together with the installation of CCTV at the MRCC.   

 

Further financial support could be sought from the Mary Woolhouse Charity given the 

benefit to the village in retaining the structure.   

(b) Play Area Extension Update 
The Clerk confirmed that the application had been submitted to FCC for funding.  
Thanks were extended to Jude Andrews for her assistance with the grant application.  
 

(c) Anti-Social Behaviour - Bridleway 5 and Footpath 2 
This had been covered under minute number NM077-22(c).  
 
 

NM079-22 Highways 

(a) Highways Log 
Members noted the Highways Log.   
 

(b) A1 Northern Slipway – Request for Joint Meeting with Via and National Highways.   
A response had been received from National Highways regarding a joint meeting with 
Via.  The Clerk would now progress this.  Data regarding the number of accidents over 
the last 3 years had been requested and was awaited from Via. 
 

(c) Advance Roadworks – Main Street  
This item had been considered earlier on the agenda. 
 

(d) Roadworks Bulletin – Bathley Lane, North Muskham – 13th October 2021 
Members noted the work as outlined.  
 

(e) Roadworks Bulletin – Vicarage Lane, North Muskham – 14th October 2021 
Members noted the work as outlined.  
 

(f) Roadworks Bulletin – Church Lane, South Muskham – 20th to 22nd, 27th to 29th 
November and 4th to 6th December – Temporary Prohibition of Driving 
Members noted the work as outlined.  
 

(g) CPRE Rural Transport Fact Finding Survey 
It was AGREED that the Clerk respond as appropriate. 
 

NM080-22 Financial Matters 

(a) Accounts for payment 

 Members noted and approved the payments made in August, deferred from the 13th 
September 2021 meeting:  

• Village Handyman – Hours & Insurance - £487.74 

• NSDC – New Dog Bin - £294 

• MRCC 50% grass cutting 01.01-31.03.21 - £112.76 

• MRCC Refuse April 2020 to June 2021 - £300 



 

• MRCC 50% Grass Cutting Bill 01.04 – 30.09.21 - £232.28 

• MRCC E.on Bill for Car park – Nov 2018 – May 2020 - £440.16 

• MRCC – June 2021 - £12.15 

• Sherwood Signs – Event Banner – Village Event - £114 

• Bounceabout – Balance of Hire – Village Event - £130 

• Tea/Coffee – Village Event - £22.10 

• Hospitality Drinks – Village Event - £14.80 

• Meat for BBQ – Village Event - £210 

• Sauces for BBQ – Village Event - £30.39 

• Cakes – Village Event - £66 

• Virtual Boxing – Village Event - £350 

• Village Handyman – Hours & Sundries - £310.64 

• Martin Talbot Builders – Beacon Repairs - £24 

• HMRC – PAYE – £128  

• Clerk’s Wages – July – £255.50 

• Clerk’s Wages – August - £255.50 

• Donation to UNICEF from Village Event - £75 
 
Members noted and approved the payments submitted: 

• HMRC – PAYE – £64 

• Clerk’s Wages – September - £255.50 

• NSDC – Discharge of Conditions Fee - £58 

• NSDC – Emptying of dog bins – 01.04 – 30.09.21 - £369.60 

• Village Handyman – Hours & Sundries –  

• Mayor of Newark’s Poppy Appeal – Wreath for Cromwell Service - £17 

• PKF Littlejohn – External Auditor Fee - £240 
 

(b) To note any Receipts 
Members noted the receipts received in August, deferred from the 13th September 
2021 meeting: 

• Community Lottery - £138.50 

• HMRC VAT Reclaim - £1,763.64 

• Donation – Executors of Hugh William Kent - £64 

• MRCC Contribution to Mower - £160.51 

• MRCC Loan Contribution - £1,500 

• AGEAS Insurance Settlement - £789 

• Community Lottery - £135 

• Village Event Takings – £382.95 
 
Members noted the receipts received in September:   

• Second Half Precept - £8,764.50 

• NSDC Community Lottery - £170 

• Veolia RRR Fund Grant - £351.06 
 
The Chair referred to the donation received from the family of Hugh Kent following his 



 

sad passing recently.  It was AGREED that the Chair seek the best way to remember 
him and report back to a future meeting.  
 
The Clerk was asked to include an item on the Community Lottery on the next agenda.  
 

(c) Financial Reports – 30th September 2021 
Members noted the financial reports as circulated.   The Clerk drew Members 
attention to the Village Handyman budget line, which was high following the recent 
capital expenditure.   
 

(d) To note completion of the 2020-21 AGAR 
Members noted completion of the annual review and the external auditor’s report.  
 

(e) Registration for Online Banking  
This was now moving forward.  The Clerk noted that there would need to be an 
amendment to the Council’s financial orders.  A two-step email verification process 
would be implemented for authorisation of payments.  

  

NM081-22 Notts Association of Local Councils  

(a) Annual General Meeting – 17th November 2021 
Members noted the AGM would be held at Epperstone on Wednesday, 17th November 
from 6.30pm.   Any Member wishing to attend was asked to advise the Clerk.  

  

NM082-22 Correspondence 
There was none to raise.  
 

NM083-22 Items for Notification 
The Clerk was asked to log the trees on the verge on the green at Nelson Lane with 
Via. 
 
Councillor Talbot reported problems with a streetlamp. The Clerk asked for details of 
the column number so that it could be logged.  
 
The Chair asked Councillor Saxton if he would work with the Clerk and village website 
developer to move the site forward.  This was AGREED.  The Clerk to seek an early 
meeting.  
 

NM084-22 Date of Next Meeting 
Monday, 8th November 2021  

 
 
The meeting closed at 8.40pm  


