
 Minutes of the North Muskham Parish Council held on Monday, 14th March 2016 at 7pm in the Muskham Rural Community Centre
Present: 
Councillor I Harrison in the Chair

Councillor P Beddoe


Councillor S Dolby


Councillor N Hutchings
Councillor P Morris

Councillor D Saxton
Also in attendance:  8 members of the public
	1.
	Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs Hurry and P Morris.   



	2.
	Declarations of interest
It was AGREED that any declarations of interest would be stated by Members as required during the meeting.


	3.
	Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 8th February 2016, were accepted as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman. 



	4.
	Public 10 minute session
The Chairman suspended the meeting at 7.01pm to allow the member of the public present to raise any comments.  

A resident expressed concern at the condition of footpaths within the village, commenting that the best one was the one that ran alongside the North bound carriageway of the A1.
The Chair advised that Highways England were responsible for that footpath, the ones within the village were the responsibility of Nottinghamshire County Council.   Footpaths requiring repair could be logged on the County Council’s portal if the Clerk was advised, but specific locations would be needed.  

The meeting was reconvened at 7.04pm. 



	5. 
	District & County Councillor Session – Cllr Mrs S Saddington
 

To be taken when Councillor Mrs Saddington arrived. 



	6.
	Environmental & Community Issues

	(a)
	Footpath Update
The Clerk advised that a copy of the letter being drafted by the County Council’s Legal Department to send to residents had not yet been received.  
It was AGREED that the Clerk should seek a timescale for when the letter would be issued. 



	(b)
	Skatepark Update
The Clerk advised that there were two areas where the hedge had been broken through as an access point close to the skatepark.  
It was AGREED that this should be monitored for the moment as it was considered that the wider benefits of the skatepark outweighed the damage caused.  
The Clerk reported that she had been unsuccessful in securing any sponsorship of additional bins for the area.  

It was AGREED that the Clerk should purchase two additional bins to site close to the skatepark.  



	(c)
	HM The Queen’s 90th Birthday – Beacon Lighting
Arrangements had been put in place for the Beacon to be lit on Thursday, 21st April 2016.  
It was AGREED that:

· an invitation be extended to the Chairman of Newark & Sherwood District Council to attend.

· the lighting be logged as part of The Queen’s 90th Birthday Beacons

· the Rattlejig Morris Men be invited to attend and perform

· a report be brought back to the April meeting 

The Clerk advised that correspondence had been received from the Tower Mint regarding a Commemorative Medal that was being produced.  

It was AGREED that the Clerk should:

· investigate the number of children enrolled at Muskham Primary School 
· advertise on the Messenger to identify any other primary school aged children who went to school outside of the village

· report back to Members with information prior to the next meeting

A mandate to spend up to £300 on Commemorative Medals was AGREED. 



	(d)
	Update on the flood defence scheme and to consider proposals for the opening of the scheme
The Environment Agency had advised that any opening ceremony should be scheduled towards the end of April to allow for landscape planting and seeding.  Suggestion had also been made on appropriate representation by the Environment Agency. 

It was AGREED that the Clerk should ask the Environment Agency if it could contribute towards the opening ceremony with a view to confirming the date at the April meeting.  



	(e)
	Report on annual litter pick
There had been a good turnout for the litter pick on Saturday, 12th March with all areas except for Crab Lane up to South Muskham being cleared.  

It was AGREED that the Clerk should 

· request this area be litter picked by Newark & Sherwood District Council

· contact the Area Inspector for A1+ to report the condition of the A1 slip roads for litter
· identify a date in 2017 for the litter pick and report back to the April meeting. 

The Clerk confirmed that a thank you had been placed on the Messenger to everyone that had taken part. 



	(f)
	MRCC – Playing field and showers
The Chair reported that the MRCC were considering changes to the shower facilities.
After consideration it was AGREED that the Parish Council would not support any changes that would see a reduction in the facilities available, especially as the  community centre was an emergency station for the village.



	(g)
	Manor House Drive open space, including siting of memorial and seat

The Clerk advised that the District Council ‘s legal department had requested details of the Parish Council’s solicitors.  Larken & Co had been retained but the cost could not be confirmed until further information was known on the amount of work required. 
Discussion took place on whether or not the area was an appropriate place to site the WW1 plaque and memorial seat.  Members had previously considered this and agreed it was appropriate, however, concern had been expressed by residents that the memorial would not be seen and should be sited in a more central position.  

The Chair suggested there were three options:

· the open space at Manor House Drive

· at the Muskham Rural Community Centre

· along the Riverside

The Riverside was discounted, given the Parish Council’s stance to seek removal of impediments.

It was proposed by Councillor Hutchings, seconded by Councillor Dolby, that the seat and memorial should be sited at the Muskham Rural Community Centre, adjacent to the flagpole.  This was AGREED unanimously. 



	(h)
	Update on the village website

The Clerk updated Members on the present position with the transfer of the www.northmuskham.com domain name.  Until that matter was resolved the website would remain accessible through the link circulated on the Messenger.  
Councillor Saxton had agreed to gather information on all the community organisations in the village. 



	(i)
	Green space between The Grange and The Park
The Clerk advised Members of correspondence received from the Countryside Officer at Nottinghamshire Council Council regarding the green space between The Grange and The Park. 
The letter clearly stated that a review had been undertaken of all green spaces where the County Council had had previous involvement and that, while in the past tree works had been undertaken in this area, as it was evident that the land was not owned by Nottinghamshire County Council it was not intended to have any further involvement in the land. 

The Chair asked Councillor Mrs Saddington to investigate this matter and report back to the Clerk as it had always been considered that the land was in the ownership of Nottinghamshire County Council Highways. 



	5. 
	District & County Councillor Session – Cllr Mrs S Saddington
 

The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.40pm to allow Councillor Mrs Saddington to present her report. 

A1 Noise Mitigation
A bid for funding would be made for the North Muskham scheme.  Councillor Mrs Saddington would be informed whether or not it was successful. 

Nottinghamshire Minerals Local Plan
The Plan was out for consultation with a closing date of 29th March.  Averham, Kelham & Staythorpe Parish Council had held a meeting at Kelham Hall on Wednesday, 9th March, to particularly discuss the application at Flash Farm.  

The plan needed to be sound and, as the plan referred to outdated figures, it was considered to be unsound.   Further, the wider traffic implications had not been considered.  

As this item was scheduled for consideration later on the agenda it was AGREED that the matter should be discussed as part of this report. 

The Chair advised that the Parish Council’s Consultant had identified outdated figures previously.  It was AGREED that the Clerk should seek out this information and forward to Members.  

The Chair referred to the plans showing the proposed extension at Langford Lowfields.  While traffic for this extension would exit through Collingham, the extraction works will be close to the river bank and the site itself would only be 3m from the edge of the river bank.  

It was AGREED that the Clerk should seek an update on the current position with the application.  

Further, the Chair questioned the market for gravel from Cromwell South.  

It was AGREED that the Clerk should ask for an HGV count to be done on the A1 roundabout.  

The meeting was reconvened at 8pm.  

	
	

	7.
	Highways 

	(a)
	Highways Repair Log
Members received and noted the circulated log.  

Councillor Saxton referred to his on-site meeting with an Officer from Nottinghamshire County Council on Tuesday, 9th February.  The areas considered were:
· drain on corner of Corner Cottage

· surface of Old Great North road between Waltons Lane and The Park

· inside drain on right hand corner of Waltons Lane

· dyke alongside west end of playing field and roundabout

· road outside The Old Hall and St Wilfrid’s Church, Main Street

A report had been expected prior to the Parish Council meeting.  However, as none had been received it was AGREED that the Clerk should request an update as soon as possible. 

The Clerk referred to complaints received regarding the triangular area of land adjacent to the A1 roundabout.  The occupation of a caravan on this land had previously been reported to, and investigated by, the A1+ Area Inspector.  It had been confirmed that the occupation of this land had been referred to the appropriate team at Highways England.  
It was AGREED that the Clerk should 

· contact Highways England direct and request the area be addressed as soon as possible

· report the fly tipping on the site to the Environmental Health Department at Newark & Sherwood District Council

	8.
	Planning

	(a)
	To consider any response to the Nottinghamshire Minerals Local Plan 
This had been considered earlier on the agenda. 


	9.
	Financial Matters

	(a)
	Accounts for payment:
AGREED unanimously that the following accounts be agreed for payment.

· Clerks wages – February - £224.20
· Payment to HMRC for Clerks wages – February - £56.00
· Village Handyman Hours & Expenses – February – £235.49
· MRCC – February invoice – £31.30

· MRCC – CFR Meetings Jan & Feb  £24.60

· Proludic – Swing Seat & Delivery - £186.18
· Tuxford Lawnmower Centre - Service of ride-on mower - £342.19 

(50% recharge, less VAT, to the MRCC)
· Purchase of a leaf vacuum and blower - £119.99
· J Saunders – Refreshments for litter pick - £71.95



	(b)
	Receipts:


£150 from Councillor Mrs Saddington to HM The Queen’s Birthday 

Celebrations. 


	(c)
	Financial Report –28th January to 28th February 
Members received and noted the financial report as at 28th February 2016.  


	(d)
	To appoint an internal auditor for the 2015/16 accounts
It was AGREED that the Clerk should seek to appoint Mr Shaw as the Parish Council’s internal auditor for the 2015/16 accounts.  


	10.
	Newark & Sherwood District Council

	(a)
	Invitation to Chairman of the Council’s Civic Service
The invitation to attend the Civic Service on Sunday, 17th April 2016 at All Saints Church, Elson, was received and noted. 


	
	

	
	


The meeting closed at 8.15pm

