
 Minutes of the North Muskham Parish Council held on Monday, 8th February 2016 at 7pm in the Muskham Rural Community Centre
Present: 
Councillor I Harrison in the Chair

Councillor S Dolby


Councillor Mrs J Hurry
Councillor N Hutchings
Councillor P Morris

Councillor D Saxton
Also in attendance:  3 members of the public
	1.
	Apologies for absence
An apology for absence was received from Councillor P Beddoe. 

Councillor Mrs Saddington had a prior meeting and would attend if timings allowed.  If this was not possible her apologies would be recorded. 



	2.
	Declarations of interest
It was AGREED that any declarations of interest would be stated by Members as required during the meeting.


	3.
	Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 11th January 2016, were accepted as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman. 



	4.
	Public 10 minute session
The Chairman suspended the meeting at 7.01pm to allow the member of the public present to raise any comments.  

No comments were raised so the meeting was reconvened at 7.02pm. 



	5. 
	District & County Councillor Session – Cllr Mrs S Saddington
 

To be taken if and when Councillor Mrs Saddington arrived. 



	6.
	Environmental & Community Issues

	(a)
	Footpath Update
The Clerk advised that the Countryside Access Team Manager had offered his apologies to Members.  The draft note from the County Council’s Legal Services Department was not yet available.  
It was AGREED that the Clerk would circulate the draft to Members if it was received prior to the next meeting. 



	(b)
	Skatepark Update
The Clerk reported that there were no current issues with the skatepark. 



	(c)
	Update on First Aid Training with Newark Community First Responders
Following on from the notice placed on the Messenger, over 20 people had registered their interest in the free Community First Aid Courses offered by the Newark Community First Responders. 

The Community Centre had been booked on Thursday, 17th March, for the training, from 7pm to 9.30pm.  The cost of room hire would be met by the Parish Council, as previously agreed. 

The Clerk was asked to ensure that the local community responders were aware, should anyone be able to attend to highlight the presence of the group in the village. 

It was AGREED that the Clerk should also confirm to the village community responders that the cost of room hire at the MRCC would be met by the Parish Council. 



	(d)
	To consider celebrations for HM The Queen’s 90th Birthday
The Chair confirmed that he had spoken to the landlord at The Muskham Ferry, who had no objection to the beacon being lit in front of his premises, in recognition of HM The Queen’s 90th Birthday.   The date was confirmed as Thursday, 21st April 2016. 
The Clerk was asked to register the lighting of the beacon, as previously notified in correspondence from the National Association of Local Councils.  Investigation would also be made to ensure appropriate insurance cover was in place. 

It was AGREED that 

· a sum of £50 be budgeted to cover the cost of a new pole for the beacon.

· the item would be placed on the agenda for the March meeting.

The Muskham Rural Community Centre had confirmed they were seeking to hold an event on Saturday, 11th June 2016, to celebrate with the community.  

It was AGREED that this event would be supported by the Parish Council. 



	(e)
	Update on the flood defence scheme
The Chair advised that the Environment Agency had confirmed the project had been out to tender and a preferred contractor for the works had now been identified. 

While the contract details were being agreed and signed the Environment Agency would arrange for footpath closures, Notice of Entry onto Land and final ecological surveys and mitigation works. 

It was anticipated that works would be completed in March.

It was AGREED that the Clerk should liaise with the Environment Agency in terms of when works would commence on site, in order that the community could be kept informed of developments. 



	(f)
	Newark & Sherwood District Council – Open Spaces Review
The District Council were seeking to update information that had last been requested in 2002/03. 

It was AGREED that the Clerk should respond accordingly, to include the Multi-Use Games Activity facility and the Skatepark. 



	7.
	Highways 

	(a)
	Highways Repair Log
The repair log was received and noted.  
As members of the public present had questions relating directly to highway matters, the Chair suspended the meeting at 7.15pm to allow questions to be raised. 
Two questions were asked:

· When were the protruding metal posts that were on the bridleway near Mackleys Lane, being removed as they were considered a trip hazard?  As was the one next to the dog waste bin. 

· Were there any plans to repair the road in front of the Old Hall as they were becoming quite a problem?

In terms of the protruding metal posts at Mackleys Lane it was AGREED that the Clerk should seek their removal and make the area safe as soon as possible. 

The Clerk advised that Councillor Saxton was meeting with an officer of the County Council Highways at 10.30am on Tuesday, 9th February.  The meeting was primarily to review the problems being experienced with the drains next to Corner Cottage, however, further matters could be raised with him. 

After discussion it was AGREED that the following matters also be raised at the meeting:

· the road surface in front of the Old Hall, Main Street, down to the junction with Nelson Lane

· potholes on Great North Road

· the drain on the corner of Waltons Lane

The Chair also advised that complaints had been received regarding the dyke, that former part of the boundary of the playing field, adjacent to the roundabout.  It was understood that responsibility for this dyke lay 50% with the County Council and 50% with the Parish Council as landowner.  

It was AGREED that Councillor Saxton would raise this matter at the meeting and ask that County obtain a quotation for the work to be considered by the Parish Council. 

Notification had been received of a temporary road closure of Main Street, Bathley from Monday, 29th February to Monday, 21st March 2016.  The alternative route directed traffic through North Muskham. 

It was AGREED that the Clerk should place details of the closure on the Muskham Messenger.



	8.
	Planning

	(a)
	Decision Notice - 15/02219/FUL – 14 Manor House Drive, North Muskham, Notts, NG23 6FE – Householder Application for Proposed Double Garage/Annexe 
Following on from concerns raised at the previous meeting, the applicant had now removed the velux windows in the roof.   Permission had now been granted for the development. 


	(b)
	16/00006/FUL - Cherubs Day Nursery, Great North Road, North Muskham, Newark, Notts, NG23 6HN - Proposed change of use of existing building from D1 to mixed use of A2 (main office for social care business, incorporating office administration, meetings & training) and D1 to continue to provide daycare services 
Members considered the information contained within the application and AGREED that it should be supported.   



	(c)
	16/00007/ADV - Cherubs Day Nursery, Great North Road, North Muskham, Newark,  Notts, NG23 6HN - Company name, logo & strapline 
Members considered the information contained within the application and AGREED that it should be supported.   



	9.
	Financial Matters

	(a)
	Accounts for payment:
AGREED unanimously that the following accounts be agreed for payment.

· Clerks wages – January - £224.20
· Payment to HMRC for Clerks wages – January - £56.00
· Village Handyman Hours & Expenses – January – £222.00

· MRCC – January invoice – £39.50

· Proludic – Play Area items - £754.45
· Scibe – Annual Software Licence - £234

· Notts ALC – Annual Subs 2016/17 - £163.23

The Chair advised that he had received correspondence from Boston Crown Court relating to a claim previously made for an accident on the play area.  This claim was made while the area was insured by and the responsibility of the MRCC.  The Chair had spoken to the Court and the previous insurers.  No further action was required but it was AGREED that the Clerk should retain the correspondence for future reference. 



	(b)
	Receipts:


None


	(c)
	Financial Report –28th November to 28th December
Members received and noted the financial report as at 28th January 2015.  


	(d)
	To consider online banking for the Parish Council
The Clerk requested permission to investigate if the Parish Council could register for online banking. 
It was AGREED that the Clerk research the options available and report back to the March meeting.



	(e)
	Application for funding to the Transparency Fund for Smaller Authorities
Information had been received regarding funding that was available through the Transparency Fund for Smaller Authorities (council’s with turnover of less than £25,000).  Applications could be submitted to help the council comply with the Transparency Code and could help purchase equipment/services.

It was AGREED that the Clerk should submit an application prior to the deadline of 14th February.  



	10.
	Newark & Sherwood District Council

	(a)
	Invitation to Chairman of the Council’s Civic Evening
Members received and noted the invitation to the Chairman of the Council’s Civic Evening.  

It was AGREED that the Clerk should extend apologies as no Member was available to attend. 



	11.
	Correspondence

	
	Noise Attenuation
The Chair referred to an email received from Robert Jenrick regarding noise attenuation for the A1.  

A noise barrier still remained a possibility for North Muskham and a bid has been submitted for future funding.  However, Carlton-on-Trent will not be taken forward. 

Newark Healthcare Consultative Group
The next meeting would take place on Friday, 12th February at 10am in Newark Town Hall.  

The Chair confirmed that, while members of the public could not attend the Group, any comments they wished to make could be reported direct.
Letter of Support – St Wilfrid’s Church
Councillor Saxton advised that the Lottery funding had been suspended for the repairs to St Wilfrid’s as a grant was available for listed places of worship.  The letter of support from the Parish Council would still be required, however. 

It was AGREED that this would be submitted to Councillor Saxton as soon as possible. 

Councillor Saxton also advised that the Vicar,  Reverend Colin Wall,  was retiring early and would leave the Parish in July.  

The Chair advised that a letter would be sent to Reverend Wall on behalf of the Parish Council, thanking him for his work in the community and wishing him well in his retirement. 



	With the arrival of Councillor Mrs Saddington, the Chair suspended the meeting at 7.55pm to allow her to present her report. 



	12.
	District & County Councillor Session – Cllr Mrs S Saddington
 

Noise Attenuation 
Councillor Mrs Saddington also referred to the email from Robert Jenrick MP regarding noise attenuation. 
The details would be placed on the Muskham Messenger by Councillor Mrs Saddington. 

Temporary Road Closure - Bathley
An attempt had been made to place the details of the temporary road closure at Bathley on the Muskham Messenger but technical difficulties had been experienced. 
The Clerk advised that she would post the information on Councillor Mrs Saddington’s behalf. 

Notts Minerals Plan
The Nottinghamshire Minerals Plan was out for consultation.  Flash Farm, Averham, was contained in the plan. 
Councillor Mrs Saddington advised that, together with Councillor Laughton, she would argue against Flash Farm on the suitability of Kelham Bridge and the impact the closure of the bridge has on all surrounding communities. 

The Chair asked the Clerk to contact the Council’s Planning Consultant to seek advice on what, if anything, needed to be done by the Parish Council and PAGE. 

Traffic Summit Meeting
Councillor Mrs Saddington advised that she would be attending a further meeting of the traffic summit on Friday, 12th February.  
Councillor Morris asked for the impact on traffic caused by the frequency of the closure of the Castle level crossing for the Nottingham to Lincoln trains to be raised and suggested that Network Rail be invited to future meetings. 

The Chair thanked Councillor Mrs Saddington for her report and reconvened the meeting at 8.07pm. 



	12.
	Exclusion of the Press and Public

Matter Pertaining to Individuals

This report contains information relating to the financial or business affairs of a particular person (including the authority holding that information) which is a category of exempt information under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 1 (2) which the Council has the power to exclude the press and public if it so wishes.

RECOMMENDED that under Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 1 (2), the press and public be excluded from the meeting during discussion of this item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 1 (2) of the Act and that the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.



	
	

	
	


The meeting closed at 8.40pm

