
Minutes of the North Muskham Parish Council Meeting held on Monday, 11th July  2016 at the Muskham Rural Community Centre commencing at 7pm
Present: 
Councillor I Harrison in the Chair

Councillor P Beddoe


Councillor S Dolby

Councillor Mrs J Hurry

Councillor P Morris

Councillor D Saxton
Also in attendance:  Councillor Mrs Saddington
	1.
	Apologies for absence
An apology for absence was received from Councillor Mrs J Hurry.


	2.
	Declarations of interest
It was AGREED that any declarations of interest would be stated by Members as required during the meeting.


	3.
	Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 13th June 2016, were accepted as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman. 



	4.
	Public 10 minute session
No members of the public were present. 


	5. 
	District & County Councillor Session – Cllr Mrs S Saddington
 

The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.30pm to allow Councillor Mrs Saddington to present her report. 

VIA
Councillor Mrs Saddington confirmed that the former CEO of Highways England had been appointed as head of VIA.  At a meeting attended recently regarding the new service 

‘Via’ that would see 600+ staff transfer employment from the County Council 

on Friday, 1st July 2016.  The new service would be in charge of network management 

and maintenance.  The County Council would retain civil parking enforcement, the 

transport plan, safety and risk management and countryside access.  

It was the aim of the service to improve the way work was undertaken to drive 

efficiencies.  

New contact details for key officers would be circulated to the Clerk by Councillor Mrs Saddington.

8 Willow Drive
This application had been considered at the 5th July meeting of Planning Committee, 

following a site meeting that morning. 

Councillor Mrs Saddington had asked for the properties to be moved forward and the 

wall to be removed.  

The application had been deferred to allow Officers to go back to the applicant to 

consider thee amendments.  It would be considered at the 2nd August meeting of the 

Planning Committee, however, Councillor Mrs Saddington would be away at that time.  Another Member will be asked to speak on her behalf on the application. 
The Chair thanked Councillor Mrs Saddngton for her report and reconvened the meeting at 7.15pm. 



	6.
	Highways

	(a)
	Highway Repair Log
Members noted the update to the repair log.  Councillor Saxton confirmed that the drain at Corner Cottage could now be removed as the problems had been resolved. 
Councillor Morris advised that the footpath from the Ferry towards Mackley Lane was overgrown.  It was AGREED that the Village Handyman be asked to cut back the vegetation growing over the path. 

The Clerk circulated a leaflet that outlined the service to the village provided by the Waitrose community bus.  The bus came through the village on a Friday morning, and exited through South Muskham so could be beneficial to residents south of the village.  It was AGREED that consideration be given to promoting this service more widely in the village.  

A map of the drains had been requested from Newark & Sherwood District Council.  However, this service had transferred to Severn Trent Water.  A request would be made direct to Severn Trent for the information. 



	7.
	Environmental & Community Issues

	(a)
	Footpath Update
The Chair referred to correspondence received from the Advanced Legal Practitioner at Nottinghamshire County Council.   

It had been expected that a letter would be sent to adjacent landowners regarding impediments to highway.   It was AGREED that the Clerk should send photographs and description of significant foliage obstruction to the Environment Agency to seek their clarification as to suitability given risk of impediment to flow.   The matter would then be reviewed once a response was received. 
The Clerk advised that a visit to site with a contractor had been made to assess the works required to repair the fence along the footpath at Manor House Drive.  It was AGREED that the contractor should be asked to include a price for installing a style and a dog hole in the fence. 



	(b)
	Skatepark Update
The Clerk advised that the litter bins had not yet been installed.  It was AGREED that an approach be made to an alternative contractor to undertake the works. 

On a separate note Members expressed concern at the number of dogs that were being exercised on the playing field.  It was AGREED that the Clerk should contact the MRCC Chairman to see if signage could be reviewed. 



	(c)
	Memorial Seat, Stone Tablet & Remembrance Sunday Event
Members noted the placing of the donated pink granite stone adjacent to the flagpole.  It was intended that the WW1 Plaque would be affixed to the stone and that the area would provide a focal point for Remembrance Sunday commemorations.
A contractor had been asked to provide a fence around the area but, until that was in place, it was AGREED that the stone be covered with harris fencing to prevent it from being climbed on.  

The Clerk was asked to express the thanks of Members to Tarmac for donating the memorial stone and to request a valuation so that it could be added on to the asset register. 

It was noted that a suggestion had been made to place the WW1 plaque on a piece of stone on the verge near The Grange.  However, Members considered that the most appropriate place was on the stone near the flagpole which provided a safe place for members of the public to gather.  It was AGREED that a Union Flag be purchased for the flagpole. 

Councillor Saxton was asked to liaise with the Church regarding an appropriate service of remembrance on Remembrance Sunday, 13th November 2016 and report back to the Parish Council. 

 

	(d)
	Christmas Tree Lights 

It was AGREED that the Clerk should liaise with the intended lights provider to establish the size of the transformers prior to placing an order.


	8.
	Parish Council Matters

	(a)
	Parish Council Centenary
It was AGREED that the Clerk ask for permission from the MRCC to hang the embroidered tablet commemorating the Parish Council’s Centenary in 1994 on the wall in the small hall. 


	(b)
	To consider a request from the History Group and Commission of Research
A request had been made from a villager for financial support in capturing memories of the village from residents. 

It was AGREED that this request be granted and a sum of £250 be donated from the Elders Fund. 



	9.
	Planning

	(a)
	To receive correspondence on the Newark & Sherwood District Council’s Five Year Housing Land Supply
The Chair referred to correspondence received from Newark & Sherwood District Council regarding the Five Year Housing Land Supply. 

A copy had been circulated to all Members for information. 



	(b)
	16/00926/FUL - The Rockery, Main Street, North Muskham, NG23 6ER - 
Householder application to remove existing conservatory and build new single 
storey extension and garage
Members considered the application for The Rockery.  Concern was expressed that the plans available did not accurately show the relationship to the adjacent property, Cherry Cottage.  

After consideration it was AGREED that the application be supported subject to the Planning Officer considering the impact on the adjacent property.  Confirmation also to be requested that the occupants of Cherry Cottage had been notified of the application. 


	10.
	Financial Matters

	(a)
	Accounts for payment:
AGREED unanimously that the following accounts be agreed for payment.
· Village Handyman Insurance Renewal - £154.38

· Zurich - Insurance Renewal 2016/17 - £702.74

· HM The Queen’s 90th Birthday Commemoration Medals - £188.10

· Glasdon UK Ltd – 2 x Litter Bins - £357.04

· Village Handyman – May - £303.59

· Clerks wages – June  - £224.20
· Payment to HMRC for Clerks wages – June - £57.80

· Readjustment to HMRC for Clerks wages – April to May - £3.60

· Readjustment to Clerk for Salary Increase - £21.60

· MRCC – June hire & refuse - £11.30 & £20

· MRCC – CFR Meeting - £12.30

· Village Handyman – June – £220.36


	(b)
	Receipts:


Reimbursement of double payment to NALC - £20



	(c)
	Financial Report –28th May to 28th June 
Members received and noted the financial report to 28th June 2016 which showed that the Council was in a good financial position. 

The Clerk was asked to liaise with clerks of the PAGE group to advise that the Council was checking and reviewing its financial situation and, in order to reconcile figures, ask what payments individual PAGE councils had made and when.  This would enable a balance sheet to be compiled and circulated. 


	11
	Exclusion of the Press and Public

Matter Pertaining to Individuals

This report contains information relating to the financial or business affairs of a particular person (including the authority holding that information) which is a category of exempt information under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 1 (2) which the Council has the power to exclude the press and public if it so wishes.

RECOMMENDED that under Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 1 (2), the press and public be excluded from the meeting during discussion of this item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 1 (2) of the Act and that the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.




The meeting closed at 8.20pm

