
SUBJECT TO RATIFICATION AT THE 13TH DECEMBER  2021 MEETING 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Muskham Rural Community Centre 
on Monday, 8th November 2021 at 7pm.   

 
Present:  Councillor I Harrison in the Chair 
 Councillor S Dolby 
 Councillor N Hutchings 
 Councillor D Saxton 
 Councillor M Talbot 
 
together with County Councillor Laughton and Councillor Lancaster from Fiskerton-cum 
-Morton Parish Council   
   

NM085-22 Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors P Beddoe, Mrs M 
Fletcher and District Councillor Mrs Saddington.  
 

NM086-22 Neighbourhood Plan – Overview of Process 
The Chair introduced Councillor Lancaster from Fiskerton-cum-Morton Parish Council 
who was going to give an overview of their experiences in putting together a 
neighbourhood plan.  
 
Councillor Lancaster explained that the neighbourhood plan process was started in 
July 2017 and went to referendum in December 2019, where it was supported with a 
turnout of 80.56%, and 451 votes in favour.   
 
The process started with a public meeting to establish a local vision, followed by a tour 
of the village to determine that.   
 
A grant was applied for through Groundwork UK, with a sum of £9,325 received which 
was based on the number of electorate.   
 
A Steering Group was established, and terms of reference agreed.  Sixteen different 
events were held and processed during the period.   
 
Officers at Newark & Sherwood District Council were pivotal in the process and 
extremely helpful.   
 
The Chair thanked Councillor Lancaster for attending and providing helpful 
information for Members to be able to make an informed decision on whether to 
proceed.   
 
The Clerk to circulate any other documentation to Members once received from 
Councillor Lancaster.  An item to be placed on the agenda for December.  
 
The meeting was reconvened at 7.35pm.  



 

NM086-22 Declarations of Interest 
Councillor Hutchings declared a pecuniary interest in agenda item 9(a).  It was AGREED 
that any further declarations of interest would be stated by Members as required 
during the meeting 
 

NM087-22 Minutes 
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday, 11th October 2021  
were accepted as a true and correct record. 
 

NM088-22 Update on Issues 
The Clerk referred to the circulated issues document.    
 
Members asked the Clerk to go back to NCHA, as the figures provided for the fencing 
were extremely high.  Members could not support that level of spend of public money 
and suggested that two further quotations be sourced.   
 
The Clerk had visited Newark & Sherwood District Council to view historic planning 
records.  A request had been made for copies of certain documents.  These would be 
circulated to Members once received.   
 

NM089-22 Public 10 Minute Session 
There were no members of the public present.  
 

NM090-22 County Councillor Update – Cllr Laughton 
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.40pm to allow Cllr Laughton to present his 
report.  
 
Councillor Laughton advised that Nottinghamshire County Council was being 
considered as a pilot authority for devolution.  It could see the Council taking over 
responsibility for the LEP, trams, skills work and encompass transport.  It would not 
impact on District and Borough Councils, the County would use them as support 
organisations.   
 
The budget had seen funding provided for the Southern Relief Road, from the A46 to 
the A1.  There is also a possibility that HS2 will stop at Toton, providing a Toton hub.   
 
The highways review had been completed, and a copy will be circulated to Parish 
Councils for information.  A 3 year programme would be produced, rather than the 
year programme currently in place.   
 
The Chair advised that the village were pleased with the resurfacing work that had 
been undertaken on Main Street. However, Vicarage Lane needed to be addressed.  
Councillor Laughton agreed to raise with Senior Officers at Via.   
 
The Chair also expressed concern at the faded school markings on Nelson Lane.  They 
had been added on to the portal by the Clerk, but Councillor Laughton would also raise 
with officers.  



 

 
The Chair thanked Councillor Laughton for his report and reconvened the meeting at 
7.50pm.  
 

NM091-22 District Councillor update – Cllr S Saddington 
No report was presented as Cllr Mrs Saddington had given her apologies.   
 

NM092-22 
 
 
 
(a) 
 
 
 
(b) 
 
 
 
(c) 
 
 
 
 
(d) 
 
 
 
 
(e) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(f) 
 
 
 

Planning  
Links to the applications on the District Council’s website had been circulated to 
Members in advance of the meeting.  
 
21/02351/HOUSE – Saddlestone, Waltons Lane, North Muskham – Erect a single storey 
rear extension 
After discussion, it was unanimously AGREED that the application be supported.   
 
Decision Notice – 21/01933/FUL – New Manor Park, Main Street, North Muskham – 
Erection of detached dwelling and garage 
Members noted the decision notice previously circulated granting permission.  
 
Decision Notice – 21/02187/LDC – 4 St Wilfrids Close, North Muskham – Proposed 
demolition of existing lean-to glasshouse and replacement with single storey extension 
Members noted the that a Lawful Development Certificate had been issued for the 
works as outlined.  
 
Decision Notice – 21/01908/FUL – Ashlea, Crab Lane, North Muskham– proposed 
replacement dwelling (resubmission of 21/01444/FUL) 
Members noted the decision notice refusing permission for the development as 
outlined.  
 
The Shades, Main Street – Tree Preservation Order N390 Notification 
Members noted and supported the Regulation 5 Notice served on The Shades to 
enable a review of the trees on site as the District Council considered that the trees on 
site provided a positive visual public amenity contribution to the local area and it was 
considered that they could be at risk from future development.  
 
The Clerk noted that decision notices had been received for the development at The 
Shades after the agenda had been put together.  Permission had been refused and the 
notices would be placed on the December agenda.  
 
NCC Planning Application Validation Consultation  
Members noted the consultation currently being undertaken by Nottinghamshire 
County Council.   The main changes were outlined, with Members particularly 
supporting the final two proposed changes: 
 

• Inclusion within the Flood Risk Assessment section of the need to demonstrate 
that developments are flood resilient 
 



 

• Update and renaming of the tree section to stress the importance of retaining 
existing trees and the planting and maintenance of new trees 

 

NM093-22 Parish Council Matters 

(a) Allotments/Green Hub Report 
The Clerk was asked to liaise with the Planning Officer regarding the highways plan 
submitted as part of the affordable housing development, which Members considered 
should have included the surface water grill.  Councillor Talbot estimated that the grill 
would cost £500 to install.   
 
A plan of the shed would also be required to satisfy Condition 5, together with the plot 
sheds and greenhouses.   The Clerk to liaise with Councillor Hutchings to provide 
these.  
 
Discussion had been held at the Allotment Sub-Committee to put a hedge to the south 
side of the site to block the prevailing wind.  The Clerk has applied to the Woodland 
Trust, but a decision will not be received until February on whether or not the bid has 
been successful.  In the meantime, there may be whips available from Newark & 
Sherwood District Council through their free tree scheme. 
 
The Clerk was asked to report back to the Allotment Sub-Committee on matters 
relating to the planning conditions.   
 
The containers previously used to provide water while the main supply was installed, 
to be retained and used for rainwater harvesting.  A discussion took place on what to 
do with the water supply over the winter months.  It was AGREED that the supply 
would be turned off, and then turned back on in Spring.  This to be communicated to 
the plotholders a week in advance.  .  
 
At the invitation of the Chair, Councillor Saxton updated Members on the project to 
promote the allotments and sustainable living at the Christmas Fayre on Saturday, 27th 
November.  The project would be promoted on the Muskham Messenger in advance 
of the Fayre.  The Veolia grant monies would be used to purchase the equipment 
required.    
 

(b) Request for Support – Forest School 
Members noted the letter received from a resident outlining their plans to introduce a 
Forest School and seeking support to use a small part of the playing field.   After 
discussion it was AGREED that the Parish Council supported this initiative and hoped 
that the Muskham Rural Community Centre Trustees would also be supportive.     
 

(c) Newark & Sherwood Community Lottery 
The Chair advised that the village was on target to achieve £1,000 in proceeds by the 
end of the year.  Spend would be determined by a group of village participants on 
suggestions put forward by the Parish Council.   
 



 

(d) To consider arrangements for Remembrance Sunday 
Councillor Talbot confirmed details for the Remembrance Service on Sunday, 14th 
November.  The service would be wholly outdoors, with guests gathering from 
10.30am, for a 10.45am start.   
 
Councillors Talbot and Saxton would lay wreathes, with the names of the fallen to be 
read by the Chair.    
 

(e) To consider arrangements for the Village Christmas tree and Carol Service – Friday, 3rd 
December 2021 
With the change in venue, two x 14ft Christmas trees would be required this year.  
Councillor Hutchings would liaise with John Miller of Kelham to source them.  As 
previously agreed, one would be placed on the village green, with the second on the 
grassed area between The Ferry and River Trent.   Trees would need to be delivered on 
or before Sunday, 28th November.  The Clerk was asked to liaise with Andy Clay to 
provide assistance with his vehicles to get the trees in place.   
 
After discussion, it was AGREED that delegated authority be given to the Chair to 
purchase additional lights and baubles for the second tree.  It was noted that the lights 
would need PAT testing.  
 
Carol Sheets from St Wilfrid’s would be used, with Councillor Saxton liaising with the 
Salvation Army and the Clerk with the Choir to ensure they were aware of those 
chosen.  The Chair would put together a running order.   
 

NM094-22 Environmental & Community Issues 

(a) Skatepark Update  
The Chair confirmed that the skatepark had been included in the bid submitted to the 

Parish and Town Council Initiative Fund.   The Mary Woolhouse Foundation had 

confirmed that they would provide financial support for the skatepark, if the 

application to the Parish and Town Council Initiative Fund was successful, but this 

would be the final time.    If the application was refused, then the Foundation would 

not provide any support.   

(b) Play Area Update 
The Clerk advised that the spares required for the multi-gym had now been received.  
The Village Handyman to be advised, and to be asked to liaise with Mr Willey from the 
MRCC to assist in the installation.  
 

NM095-22 Highways 

(a) Highways Log 
Members noted the Highways Log.  It was noted that Councillor Laughton would 
feedback to the Parish Council on Vicarage Lane.   
 

(b) A1 Northern Slipway – Request for Joint Meeting with Via and National Highways.   
The Clerk advised that information requested from Via on the number of accidents 



 

over the last 3 years had not yet been received.   A chaser had been sent.  
 
It was considered that a joint meeting could not be arranged until that data was 
available.  The Clerk to continue to request and keep Members updated between 
meetings.  
 

(c) Advance Roadworks – Vicarage Lane, North Muskham – 20th November 2021  
Members received and noted the bulletin outlining the works.  
 

NM096-22 Financial Matters 

(a) Accounts for payment 

 Members noted and approved the following payments:  

• Clerk’s Wages – October - £255.50 

• HMRC – October PAYE - £64 

• Village Handyman – £262.20 

• Wreathes for Remembrance Sunday - £34 

• HAGS – Play Area Spares - £77 
 

(b) To note any Receipts 
Members noted the following receipts: 

• £139.50 – Newark & Sherwood Community Lottery 

• £6,597 – Parish & Town Council Initiative Fund Grant (Allotments) 
 

(c) Financial Reports – 31st October 2021 
Members noted the financial report as circulated.    
 

(d) Registration for Online Banking  
No further information had been received since the documentation had been 
completed.  

  

NM097-22 Notts Association of Local Councils  

(a) Annual General Meeting – 17th November 2021 
The Clerk advised that this would now be held online.  The link to join, and associated 
documents, would be circulated to Members.   

  

(b) Finance Training & Nimble Online Training  
Members to contact the Clerk should they wish to undertake any of the training as 
circulated.  
 

NM098-22 Correspondence 
The Clerk referred to a planning application notification received prior to the meeting 
for Crown House, Main Street.  An extension of time to respond would be requested in 
order that the application could be considered at the December meeting.   
 

NM099-22 Items for Notification 



 

There were none raised.  
 
 

NM100-22 Date of Next Meeting 
Monday, 13th December 2021  

 
 
The meeting closed at 9pm  


