
 Minutes of the North Muskham Parish Council held on Monday, 11th April 2016 at 7pm in the Muskham Rural Community Centre
Present: 
Councillor I Harrison in the Chair

Councillor S Dolby


Councillor Mrs Hurry


Councillor N Hutchings
Councillor P Morris

Councillor D Saxton
Also in attendance:  8 members of the public
	1.
	Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P Beddoe and P Morris.     Apologies had also been extended by County Councillor Mrs Saddington.


	2.
	Declarations of interest
It was AGREED that any declarations of interest would be stated by Members as required during the meeting.


	3.
	Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 14th March 2016, were accepted as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman. 



	4.
	Public 10 minute session
The Chairman suspended the meeting at 7.04pm to allow members of the public present to raise any comments.  

A resident expressed concern at the condition of the road when turning right out of Nelson Lane down towards South Muskham.  The bus service had been withdrawn from this end of the village which meant that residents wishing to catch the bus had to walk on the uneven surface, especially as there was no footpath along the majority of the route.  
Concern was also expressed at the length of time there had been a dilapidated building on an area of land that had been granted planning permission and queried why the Parish Council had not done anything to remedy this. 

The Chair advised that the condition of the roads within the village were considered on a monthly basis and areas of concern logged with the County Council.  However, the Highways Authority were struggling with funding and prioritise spend.  This particular area of the village also suffered from the impact of the farm traffic on the road surface. 

The Parish Council had also lobbied for a footpath for this part of the village but had as yet been unsuccessful and the Chair would not like to raise expectations that this would be addressed in the near future. 

The area that had been dilapidated had been a concern to the Parish Council and, when planning permission was granted, comments were submitted that the site needed to be tidied up.

The bus service had ceased to turn right at Nelson Lane to exit the village through South Muskham due to the delays caused at the level crossing.  The Parish Council did lobby for the service to remain but had been unsuccessful.  The issue had also been raised during the recent Network Rail consultation.

It was AGREED that Councillor Saxton would liaise with the resident on specific areas of concern in order that these could be logged direct with the County Council, emphasising the importance of them being addressed as there was no footpath for pedestrians to use.   County Councillor Mrs Saddington would also be advised of the residents concerns. 

The meeting was reconvened at 7.12pm. 



	5. 
	District & County Councillor Session – Cllr Mrs S Saddington
 

In the absence of County Councillor Mrs Saddington no report was presented. 


	6.
	Environmental & Community Issues

	(a)
	Footpath Update
The Clerk advised that a further request had been made for a copy of the letter being drafted by the County Council’s Legal Department to send to residents.  However, no copy had yet been forthcoming.   
It was AGREED that the Clerk should contact the Legal Department direct, and copy County Councillor Mrs Saddington in on any correspondence.  


	(b)
	Skatepark Update
The Clerk advised that the two additional bins would be purchased after discussion with the Village Handyman on the best type for the area.  



	(c)
	HM The Queen’s 90th Birthday Commemorations
Arrangements had been put in place for the Beacon to be lit at 8.30pm on Thursday, 21st April 2016 which would be followed by a Royal based quiz in The Ferry.  
The Clerk advised that an invitation had been extended to the Chairman of Newark & Sherwood District Councilqw, however, as he had a prior engagement the Vice-Chairman would be attending on his behalf.  An invitation would be extended to the Vice-Chairman to remain for the quiz.

In terms of the commemoration medal discussed at the last meeting, it was agreed that an invitation be put out on the Muskham Messenger for parents of primary school age children (up to 11 years of age) to register their interest in receiving a medal for their child rather than distribute through the school.  
It was AGREED that the Clerk should thank the school for providing the information on numbers but advise that distribution would be by application rather than through the school given that children from outside of the village were on the register.
A mandate to spend up to £500 on Commemorative Medals was AGREED. 



	(d)
	Update on the flood defence scheme and to consider proposals for the opening of the scheme
The Chair was pleased to note that the flood defence scheme, which would provide protection to 35 dwellings in the event of flood, was now complete.  

In terms of a date for an opening ceremony it was AGREED that the Clerk should liaise with the Environment Agency for a date in May, possibly the 7th or 14th, and feed back to Members.  While the invitation would be extended to the whole of the village, specific invitations would be issued to those individuals that had been active in seeing the scheme delivered.

The Environment Agency to be asked if they had information on riparian rights and responsibilities they could bring to display.  
The Chair referred to recent problems he had experienced in securing insurance for his property and the discrepancy that existed between individual comparison sites and insurers. 

It was AGREED that this should be raised with representatives from the Environment Agency at the opening ceremony, if the opportunity arose.   



	(e)
	Date for annual litter pick 2017

It was AGREED that the 2017 litter pick should take place on Saturday, 11th March 2017.  


	(f)
	Flooding of footpath from Manor House Drive to River Trent 

Councillor Saxton advised that a resident had expressed concern at the flooding of the path alongside the lakes located off Manor House Drive and wondered whether there was a drainage problem with one of the lakes.  

It was AGREED that 

· the Clerk would obtain a map showing the drains in the village from Newark & Sherwood District Council. 
· Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust would be approached to determine ownership of the paths.

· Councillor Saxton would update the resident on steps being taken. 

	
	

	7.
	Highways 

	(a)
	Highways Repair Log
Members received and noted the circulated log.  
Following on from Councillor Saxton’s meeting with an officer at Nottinghamshire County Council the following feedback had been received:

Drain on corner of Corner Cottage (on short public part of road that joins private road to A1 southbound garage)
The drain and soak-away have been cleansed and the gully runs.  The owner of Corner Cottage and County Councillor Mrs Saddington have been updated.  The County Council to be informed if the drain blocks again.  This drain will also be monitored and be subject to a wet weather inspection.  

 
2.   Surface of Old Great North Road between Waltons Lane and The Park
Works were ordered following the site meeting but were stopped due to poor weather.  However, works are now complete.  

 
3.   Inside drain on right hand corner of Waltons Lane near traffic roundabout
The drain was passed to the Drainage Response Team for investigation.  It is understood the gully runs to a soak-away and this is choked.  The proposed solution is to create a new connection to an existing drainage system approximately 5 metres away and this has been added to the list of similar schemes for prioritization.  Unfortunately, there is no timescale for when these works will be commissioned.
5.   Road outside The Old Hall and St Wilfred’s Church – Main Street
The carriageway was inspected following the site meeting.  Unfortunately, although there is some evidence of surface deterioration, there were no reportable defects at the time of inspection.  The road is inspected for safety in line with the Programmed Safety Inspections; however, should this deteriorate further in between inspections faults to be logged as normal and the Highway Inspector will visit.

	(b)
	Land at the A1 Roundabout
The Clerk advised that this matter had now been passed to Newark & Sherwood District Council.  

An update of the present position had been requested and the Waste Management Inspector had advised that a visit had been undertaken on 20th March.  As there appeared to be an occupier of the caravan, despite the condition of the caravan, the Inspector had arranged for a survey by the District Council’s Health & Safety officer.  
A further visit was made on 5th April when two men were observed making repairs to the van.   It was noted that the gateway had been blocked up by stones, pieces of wood and the gate had been chained shut.  
The matter has now been passed to the officer that deals with illegal encampments. 

It was AGREED that, given the amount of time this matter had been ongoing and the number of agencies that had been involved, it be escalated to a senior officer in the Planning Department to seek a swift resolution to the encampment.


	(c)
	Drains on verges

Councillor Saxton expressed his concern that drains may be covered by grass encroachment on the verges.  
It was AGREED that the location of the drains be reviewed on receipt of the drainage map from Newark & Sherwood District Council. 



	8.
	Planning

	(a)
	To note the  response to the Nottinghamshire Minerals Local Plan 
A submission, on behalf of PAGE, had been made prior to the closure of the consultation on the Nottinghamshire Minerals Local Plan.  This submission reiterated comments made previously and ensured that PAGE would be able to participate should it progress to a Public Inquiry.  
It was AGREED that the other parishes that constituted PAGE be advised and a copy of the submission be forwarded to them for their records.  



	(b)
	16/00155/FUL - 8 Willow Drive, North Muskham, NG23 6EX - Erection of 3(No.) Three Bedroom Houses
The Chair welcomed members of the public who had attended for this item. 

The Chair referred to the meeting held on 2nd April which had given Members the opportunity to view the application site.  
A written submission had been received outlining one resident’s concerns which the Chair brought to the attention of Members.  

The meeting was suspended at 8pm to allow members of the public to raise their concerns and resumed at 8.15pm. 

After deliberation, Councillor Hutchings proposed, seconded by Councillor Saxton and carried UNANIMOUSLY that the application be not supported in its current form due to the following reasons:

· the impact on adjoining properties

· the critical mass impact because of the minimal 1m gap between the proposed development and the adjoining property
· the obvious impact the proposal would have on car parking in the area


It was suggested that consideration be given to reconsider the number of units and that the applicant should also look to moving the building line forward to minimise the overbearing impact on the adjoining property. It was suggested that consideration should also be given to alternative parking arrangements which could be incorporated to the rear of the proposed units. 

Members also questioned the viability and indeed the need of the fronting wall constructed post previous planning permission as this is out of fit and uniformity with the rest of the open frontages to the cul de sac. 

Further, there is a concern that the site is in disrepair and constitutes a hazard if left in its current condition. The planning authority is urged to consider taking action to make it secure.

The Parish Council would ask its local representative, Councillor Mrs Saddington, to call this proposal in as it is considered it needs to be deliberated by the full Planning Committee following a site visit, which is suggested to be essential to understand the issues concerned, and not determined under delegated powers.


	9.
	Financial Matters

	(a)
	Accounts for payment:
AGREED unanimously that the following accounts be agreed for payment.

· Clerks wages – March - £224.20
· Payment to HMRC for Clerks wages – March - £56.20
· Village Handyman Hours & Expenses – to 31.03.16 – £110.50
· Village Handyman Hours & Expenses – to 10.04.16  £67.13
· MRCC – March invoice – £31.30

· MRCC – CFR Meetings Jan & Feb  £24.60



	(b)
	Receipts:


£142.58 – MRCC contribution to service of mower



£1,390.39 – Transparency Fund Grant

 

	(c)
	Financial Report –28th February  to 28th March
Members received and noted the financial report as at 28th March 2016.  
The Clerk advised that statements as at 31st March 2016 were awaited in order for the final preparations to be made for audit.  It was AGREED that this be carried forward for consideration at the May meeting.  



	(d)
	To note the appointment of Grant Thornton as External Auditor for the 2014/15 Financial Year ending 31st March 2016
Members noted correspondence detailing the appointment of Grant Thornton as External Auditor for the 2014/15 Financial Year ending 31st March 2016. 


	10
	Exclusion of the Press and Public

Matter Pertaining to Individuals

This report contains information relating to the financial or business affairs of a particular person (including the authority holding that information) which is a category of exempt information under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 1 (2) which the Council has the power to exclude the press and public if it so wishes.

RECOMMENDED that under Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 1 (2), the press and public be excluded from the meeting during discussion of this item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 1 (2) of the Act and that the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.



	
	

	
	


The meeting closed at 9pm

