
Minutes of the North Muskham Parish Council Meeting held on Monday, 12th September  2016 at the Muskham Rural Community Centre commencing at 7pm
Present: 
Councillor I Harrison in the Chair

Councillor P Beddoe


Councillor S Dolby

Councillor Mrs J Hurry

Councillor N Hutchings


Councillor D Saxton
Also in attendance:  
30 members of the public
	1.
	Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor P Morris and County Councillor Mrs Saddington.


	2.
	Declarations of interest
It was AGREED that any declarations of interest would be stated by Members as required during the meeting.


	3.
	Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 17th August 2016, were accepted as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman. 



	4.
	Public 10 minute session
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7pm to allow questions from members of the public present. 
A question was asked how much time would be allocated to item 5(a) on the agenda regarding the Affordable Housing Scheme.  

The Chair advised that it was not intended that he would summarise the objections and support the Parish Council were aware of, to date.  The Parish Council had requested the consultation that had taken place last week and it was not intended that there would be an open debate as part of the council meeting.  

Comments from all residents would be considered if and when a planning application came before the Parish Council. 

The meeting was reconvened at 7.05pm. 


	5.
	Planning

	(a)
	Affordable Housing Scheme – Feedback from Consultation Event
The Chair summarised the background to the scheme and advised that the consultation event had been arranged within a fortnight of the option agreement for the land being signed. 

No pre-judgement had been made by the Parish Council as it had to remain impartial and let everyone put forward their comments.  Everyone was entitled to their opinion and had the right to make representation to the Planning Authority on any application. 

The Parish Council would pick up any comments and ensure they were sent to, and acknowledged by, the respective authorities.  All comments submitted will help the Parish Council to inform their decision. 

The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.25pm to allow for questions from members of the public present. 

In response to a question regarding whether the Parish Council would make the decision on the scheme, the Chair confirmed that the decision would be made by the Planning Authority.  The Parish Council was a statutory consultee, along with other agencies.  Individuals could also make representations, for or against, to the Planning Authority. 

Clarification was sought on the timescale in place to make submissions.  The Chair stated it would be useful for responses, either for or against the scheme, to the Parish Council no later than 30th September.  The Parish Council would forward any comments received to Newark & Sherwood District Council and the Nottingham Community Housing Association.  Further, all comments will be seen by all Members of the Parish Council. 
Concern was expressed that the results of the Housing Needs Survey undertaken in early 2015 were not widely available and that Councillor Mrs Saddington had not seen the survey. 

The Chair advised that the findings had been reported to the Parish Council and, at the consultation event on 8th September, a request had been made for more to be made available for those that may have an interest and have a view either way. 
It was confirmed that other land owners had been approached by Newark & Sherwood District Council, prior to an option agreement being reached on the current site.  However, they were not interested in an affordable housing scheme as it did not generate open market value for the land.  Execption sites were started by the Planning Authority due to legislation.  It was recognised that there may be better sites but these were not being released by the land owners for less than market value.  There was 
nothing to prevent a developer or land owner submitting an application for housing.  If Newark & Sherwood District Council decided that North Muskham needed to take some additional market value housing, the village could end up with a large development which contained only a small amount of affordable housing. 
The current scheme presented an opportunity in the village where residents had stated there was a need.  As an exception site ownership would be restricted via a Section 106 Agreement to those that either lived in the village or had a relationship to it.  Access to the scheme would be extended to surrounding villages in the catchment area if they weren’t all filled by Muskham.  
A resident stated that they knew another land owner that would make land available.  The Chair advised that the Parish Council was not the correct forum to raise that but the information needed to be communicated to Newark & Sherwood District Council and Nottingham Community Housing Association. 

A concern was expressed at the number of traffic movements south of the village and the lack of a pavement.  Some years ago consideration had been given to compulsory purchase land to make a footpath but this had not come to fruition. 

The Chair confirmed that the Parish Council had tried on a number of occasions to get a footpath but the County Council had turned down schemes that had been suggested, which had included a bark path behind the hedgerow.

A resident asked why Newark & Sherwood Homes were not involved in the scheme.  The Chair advised that the preferred approach was through Nottingham Community Housing Association.  Newark & Sherwood Homes principally managed the Council’s housing stock.  
In terms of timescale, the view was to start the development in April 2017 to be completed by April 2018, so residents were sceptical that there would be an extension of time to submit comments.    Residents were further concerned at how the scheme had come to fruition and that it was being run through without proper debate. 

The Chair advised he would expect a robust debate on the scheme and any application.  Clarification would be sought on the timescale but assured residents that an extension would be granted.  The Parish Council had been subject to challenging timeframes but was insistent on a public consultation event being held to inform the village. 

It was AGREED that a request be made for an extension of time to 30th September and to seek clarification on what timeframes were now in place. 

A resident stated that they had spoken to Councillor Mrs Saddington who had advised that she had sent correspondence to the Clerk to be read at the meeting.  The Chair referred to an email from Councillor Mrs Saddington but the resident disputed that was the correct one. 

It was AGREED that the Clerk would seek clarification from Councillor Mrs Saddington on what she had intended to be read at the meeting and report back to Members. 

In closing, the Chair summarised that it was important for residents to let the Planning Authority know their comments and reiterated that comments, either for or against the scheme, that were received by the Parish Council would be forwarded to Newark & Sherwood District Council and Nottingham Community Housing Association.  The contact details for the Clerk would be circulated on the Muskham Messenger. 

The Chair thanked everyone for attending and reconvened the meeting at 8pm. 



	(b)
	Great North Road Quarry – Scoping Report
Members noted that Tarmac had submitted a Scoping Report regarding the potential for a quarry off Great North Road.  While this did not form part of the Nottinghamshire Minerals Plan, currently under review, if an application were submitted it could have major traffic implications locally.  

The Parish Council had asked to be kept updated on developments. 



	(c)
	Newark & Sherwood District Council Local Plan Review – Consultation Response

	
	It was AGREED that the Clerk would respond appropriately and circulate such response to Members for information. 



	6.
	Parish Council Matters

	(a)
	Community Emergency Plan Template
The Chair referred to the template that had been produced by a Member at South Muskham and Little Carlton Parish Council. 

It was AGREED that the template be circulated to Members for review with a view to developing it in the near future. 

Councillor Hutchings agreed to be the Lead Member on this project, working in conjunction with the Clerk. 



	(b)
	Playground Inspection Training for Handyman
The Clerk advised that the Nottinghamshire Association of Local Councils would be arranging playground inspection training in the near future.  

The village handyman would be booked to attend when dates were released. 

 

	(c)
	To consider a Neighbourhood Plan
It was AGREED that the Clerk would summarise the advantages and disadvantages of adopting a neighbourhood plan for the village and circulate to Members for consideration. 


	(d)
	Update on web site and transparency fund acquisitions
The Clerk advised that the work would be undertaken at the beginning of November.   Councillor Saxton had agreed to liaise with business and local organisations within the village to see if they would like to have a presence on the site. 

	
	

	7.
	Environmental & Community Issues

	(a)
	Footpath Update – Riverside Footpath and Section 30
The Clerk advised that the Environment Agency had agreed to look at photographs of the impediments on the Riverside Footpath.  

 

	(b)
	Skatepark Update
The Clerk advised that the separate play area inspection report requested on the skatepark was awaited, in the meantime some minor works had been undertaken.  

The additional litter bin will be installed within the week. 



	(c)
	Memorial to WW2 Village Veterans & Remembrance Sunday Event
The Clerk advised that E Gill & Sons (Memorials) Ltd had been asked to produce the memorial for the two villagers who had lost their lives in WW2.
It was AGREED that 
· an amount of £200 be authorised to be spent on the WW2 memorial.  
· the Clerk should ask the Memorial Masons to fix the WW1 memorial plaque.  
· a Union Flag be purchased for the flagpole. 
Councillor Saxton was asked to liaise with the Church regarding arrangements for a ceremony on Remembrance Sunday.  
Councillor Hutchings would look to source a bugler for the Last Post and Reveille for the 2 minutes silence.  



	(d)
	Christmas Tree Lights and turn on
The Clerk confirmed that the new lights had been received.  
It was AGREED that the Christmas Tree be sited on 3rd December, with a view to the lights being switched on on 4th December.

The Clerk was asked to liaise with the tree provider and report back to the Chairman. 



	(e)
	Invitation to Public Engagement Event – NHS Financial Challenges
Members received and noted details regarding public engagement events arranged to discuss the financial challenges being faced by the NHS. 

It was AGREED that this information be shared on the Muskham Messenger. 



	(f)
	Update on outstanding repairs/replacements to seats/bollard and also lakes fence
The Chair reported that the contractor had completed works to the broken fence adjacent to the nature reserve at Edge Close.   It was noted that repairs were required to the original access to Cromwell walk.  It was AGREED that the Clerk would liaise with Notts Wildlife Trust to try and identify whose responsibility it was to effect a repair. 
The remaining works would be completed within the week. 

In terms of the bollard at Ferry Lane, it was AGREED that the Clerk be authorised a sum of £200 to repair and replace it.  

	
	

	8.
	Highways

	(a)
	Highways Log

	
	Members received and noted the highways log.  
Councillor Hutchings advised that the drain at the corner of Waltons Lane & Great North Road had flooded again in the recent heavy rain.  Photographs taken would be forwarded to the Clerk to be logged with the Highways Authority.

Councillor Mrs Hurry reported that the Horse Chestnut tree on the verge at the junction of Meadow Close and Main Street was overhanging on to the highway.  This would be reported and added on to the log.



	9.
	Financial Matters

	(a)
	Accounts for payment:
It was AGREED unanimously that the following accounts be agreed for payment.
· Village Handyman’s hours – August 

· Clerk’s Wages – August - £231.40

· HMRC – August - £57.80

	(b)
	To note any Receipts:

None


	(c)
	Financial Report –28th June 2016 to 28th August 2016

	
	The Clerk advised that the Council’s account software providers were currently undertaking a health check of the accounts.  
A full half year financial report would be provided at the October meeting when the external audit would also have been completed and returned to the Parish Council. 



	10.
	Newark & Sherwood District Council

	(a)
	Invitation to Annual Parish Conference – 3rd October 2016
Members received and noted the invitation received for the Newark & Sherwood District Council’s Annual Parish Conference scheduled to be held on Monday, 3rd October 2016. 
It was AGREED that the conference would be attended by Councillor I Harrison, Councillor N Hutchings and the Clerk. 



	(b)
	Fly Grazing – A Community Problem

	
	Members received and noted information from Newark & Sherwood District Council regarding the guide jointly prepared with Nottinghamshire County Council on fly grazing. 
While it was noted that this was not a particular problem within the parish, the guide provided useful information on what to do should fly grazing be experienced. 

It was AGREED that the Clerk would feedback through the survey link given within the covering email. 



	11.
	Notts Association of Local Council

	(a)
	Invitation to Annual General Meeting
Members received and noted the details of the Notts Association of Local Councils Annual General Meeting scheduled to be held on Wednesday, 16th November.
It was AGREED that the invitation be acknowledged but declined. 

	
	

	12.
	Correspondence

	
	The meeting agreed to consider an urgent letter requesting an urgent response before the next meeting. It was agreed that the request appeared to seek the opinions and acceptance of the Council to various statements and as such it may not be appropriate for the Parish Council to respond to such questions. It was however further AGREED that the Council would take legal advice on this suggested interpretation.


The meeting closed at 9pm

