
 

 

 
 
Minutes of the North Muskham Parish Council Meeting held on Monday, 12th December 
2016 at the Muskham Rural Community Centre commencing at 7pm 
 
Present:  Councillor I Harrison in the Chair 
 Councillor P Beddoe 
 Councillor S Dolby 
 Councillor N Hutchings 
 Councillor Mrs J Hurry  
 Councillor D Saxton 
  
Also in attendance:   9 members of the public and Councillor Mrs Saddington 
 

1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor P Morris 
 

2. Declarations of interest 
It was AGREED that any declarations of interest would be stated by Members as required 
during the meeting. 
 

3. Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 30th November 2016, were accepted as 
a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
 

4. Public 10 minute session 
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.01pm to allow questions from members of the 
public present.  
 
There were no questions and the meeting was reconvened at 7.02pm.  
 

5. District & County Councillor Session 

 The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.03pm to allow Councillor Mrs Saddington to 
present her report.  
 
Councillor Mrs Saddington confirmed that she had requested £300 from her funds to 
come to the Parish Council for Chrstimas Tree Lights and the switch-on festivities.  A 
further £50 had been given to the School.  
 
Information had been received regarding the improvements to the highways around 
Newark which were scheduled to be in place by 2021.   
 
Councillor Mrs Saddington referred to a meeting held with David Shorrocks of Network 
Rail but this was on the agenda for further discussion.  
 
Councillor Mrs Saddington extended her best wishes to everyone for a Happy Christmas 
and New Year.  



 

 

The Chair thanked Councillor Mrs Saddington for her report and reconvened the meeting 
at 7.08pm.  
 

6. PCSO K Crowhurst 
This item would be taken if and when PCSO Crowhurst arrived.  
 

7. Planning 

(a) Affordable Housing Scheme 
The Chair advised that the only response received following the submission to Newark & 
Sherwood District Council and Nottingham Community Housing Association was an email 
containing a statement regarding housing needs in North Muskham which did not give 
any reassurance on need in the village.  

It was AGREED that the Clerk would send a strongly worded email seeking further 
information. 
 
It was confirmed that no planning application had yet been received for the scheme.  
 

(b) 16/02051/FUL  - 6 Meadow Close, North Muskham, Newark  - Householder application 
for proposed side extension to include front extension to garage and first floor bedroom 
to create gable elevation and conversion of existing first floor to full height with new first 
floor balcony to rear.  
 
Members considered the application and expressed concern at the potential for 
overlooking from the new first floor balcony to the rear, which would be a loss of amenity 
for the neighbouring property.   If this could be mitigated with permanent screening then 
no objection would be raised  
   

(c) Tree Preservation Application – Thompsons Tree 

 The Clerk advised that the land owner had been identified and information received from 
a local resident outlining some of the history. 
 
The Clerk was asked to make the submission for a Tree Preservation Order as soon as 
possible, and to notify the land owner at the point of submission.  
 

(d) Decision Notice – 16/01296/FUL – Church Cottage, Marsh Lane, North Muskham – 
Householder application to extend the existing property to form a two storey extension 
including the creation of a first floor over the existing single storey element 
 
Members received and noted the decision notice granting planning permission for the 
extension to the property.  
 

8. Parish Council Matters 

(a) Skate Park Inspection 
The Clerk confirmed that the areas outlined in the report were all low risk but needed to 
be addressed.  



 

 

It was AGREED that contractors should be brought in to review and quote for the works 
required, with a report back to the January meeting.  
 
It was further AGREED that a copy of the report should be circulated to all Members for 
information.  
 

(b) Quotations for Extension to Play Area 
The Clerk referred to quotations received from Proludic for an extension to the current 
play area offering. 
 
It was AGREED that the Clerk should: 

 liaise with the MRCC regarding extending the area of land for the play area 

 consult with the pre-school play group on the proposals 

 seek a quotation for at least one if not two additional pieces after discussion with 
the pre-school play group 

 obtain a Wren application form and draft ready for discussion at the January 
meeting 

 

(c) Play Area – Works Required 
The Clerk advised that a review of the play area inspection had been undertaken with a 
representative from Proludic.  A quotation in the sum of £190 had been received for the 
spare parts required which could be fitted by the Village Handyman. Agreed that the 
handyman fit these asap as soon as purchased  
 

(d) Christmas Tree Lights 
It was AGREED that the Clerk should purchase a couple more sets of lights to complement 
those already purchased, together with an additional transformer.  It was noted that the 
deficient lights had been immediately replaced by the manufacturer with the faulty set 
returned as requested.    
 
It was further AGREED that payment of £170 be made for refreshments at the Christmas 
Tree lights switch-on. 
  

(e) Transparency Fund – Website Update 

 The Clerk updated Members on the present situation.  The laptop would be purchased 
and used for the Council’s Emergency Plan and all Council key policies and documents to 
provide resilience in the absence of the clerk or at times of emergency  
 

9. Environmental & Community Issues 

(a) Footpath Update – Riverside Footpath and Section 30 
The Clerk referred to email correspondence received from the Environment Agency 
following an inspection made by an Inspector on the 18th November and Members 
expressed their disappointment. 
 
Discussion took place on the risks involved in issuing a Section 30 and it was AGREED that 
the Clerk should seek a legal opinion with a view to reporting back to the January 



 

 

meeting and subject to the legal advice the Council agreed to serve a section 30 notice on 
the County Council to clear all highway impediments from that area. 
 

(b) Rail Crossing. Verbal Report from Chairman re Network Rail Meeting 
The Chair advised that he and Councillor Mrs Saddington, had today met with the Liability 
Negotiations Adviser at Network Rail and that Network Rail confirmed at that meeting 
they had held informal consultation with Nottinghamshire County Council about the 
potential closure of an unattended footpath crossing over the East Coast main Line. 
 
The Chair advised that there was no formal consultation taking place at this stage.  There 
was informal consultation, which was normal activity by Network Rail once informed that 
a crossing is potentially unsafe.   This was a whistle board crossing, whereby drivers 
should sound their whistle to notify the public that a train was approaching. It had been 
suggested to Network Rail that the crossing had been assessed as potentially unsafe 
 
The Chairman confirmed that at the meeting he had received assurances that this was 
not connected to the level crossing closure consultation. 
 
The Parish Council had not made any decisions as there was nothing in front of Members 
to consider, this was a pre-notice informal consultation.  
 
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.45pm to allow members of the public to ask any 
questions.  A member of the public confirmed that he walked the path and he had 
concerns regarding the lack of transparency of the process of consultation prior to any 
stated intent of closure. The Chair reiterated that it was his understanding that any 
intended closure on safety grounds would be by formal notice and that at that point the 
Highways Authority; Notts County Council would be required to undertake a formal 
consultation process. 
 
The meeting was reconvened at 7.52pm.  
 

(c) Footpaths Walk – Annual Inspection Date 
It was AGREED that the annual inspection should take place on Sunday, 12th March 2017 
at 10am and that members would at that time visit the railway crossing in question. 
 

(d) Emergency Plan 
This was deferred to be considered at a future meeting of the Parish Council but the 
Chairman suggested that he would start the completion of the template and to that end 
the Clerk was requested to forward the template used by South Muskham PC for loading 
onto the Council lap top. 
 

10. PCSO Crowhurst 
With the arrival of PCSO Crowhurst, the Chair suspended the meeting at 7.55pm.  
 
PCSO Crowhurst  was aware of the recent burglaries and suspicious activity in the village.  
He encouraged residents to always report anything they considered suspicious as a log 
was then taken and it meant that resources could be targeted where they were needed.  



 

 

 
Residents could use the 101 number or dial 999 (if people or property were in danger).  
The 101 operators could escalate calls to 999 if they considered it necessary.  
 
A good resource to consider could be found at www.ring.com.  
 
The Chair thanked PCSO Crowhurst for his report and suspended the meeting at 8.04pm 
for questions from the public.  
 

10. Highways 

(a) Highways Log 

 Members received and noted the highways log.  
 
The Clerk confirmed that the two items regarding street lights could be removed as 
repairs had been made.  
 
An addition had been made regarding a dropped drain on the A1 roundabout and 
blocked dykes following a complaint made by a member of the public after the heavy 
rainfall on 28th November.  
 
It was AGREED that the potholes on Vicarage Lane be reported again as the surface was 
deteriorating.  
  

11. Financial  

(a) Accounts for payment: 
It was AGREED unanimously that the following accounts be agreed for payment. 

 Village Handyman’s hours – November -  

 Clerk’s Wages – November - £231.40 

 HMRC – November - £57.80 

 E Gill & Sons – Fixing of Memorials - £200 

 Town & Country Landscaping - £1,780 

(b) To note any Receipts: 
Members received and noted the £300 contribution from Cllr Mrs Saddington towards 
new Christmas lights and Christmas festivities in the village.  

(c) Financial Report –31st October 2016 to 30th November 2016 
Members received and noted the financial report as at 30th November 2016.  
 
The Clerk advised that 31st December would see the Council at Quarter 3.  The report to 
the January meeting would provide Members with information to allow the 2017/18 
budget to be set.  
 
It was noted that the situation with the PAGE finances was still to be finalised.  
 
It was AGREED that the Clerk should contact the Luncheon Club to establish if any 
equipment could be purchased, subject to the agreement of the MRCC, such as a new 
cooking hob to assist with the running of the club.  

http://www.ring.com/


 

 

(d) Precept Estimates – 2017/18 Financial Year 
The Clerk advised that the Parish Council would need to consider the budget for the 
2017/18 financial year at the January meeting.  
 
It was AGREED that the Clerk would circulate anticipated cost rises to Members prior to 
the meeting.  
 

(e) Asset Inspection 
It was AGREED that this would be undertaken jointly by the Chair and Clerk with a view to 
reporting back to the January meeting.  
 

(f) Payment for Grass Cutting for Playing Field 
Historically the payment for the grass cutting had been met by the Parish Council.  As 
there was now no active football team there was discussion about where liability should 
lie.   
 
Members suggested that in the past two years an arrangement had previously been 
agreed and informed to MRCC that the PC would only pay for 50% of the grass cutting 
due to budgetary constraints. It was AGREED that the MRCC should be invoiced direct, 
with 50% of the charge being invoiced back to the Parish Council.   
 

12 Correspondence 

(a) Holocaust Memorial Day Commemoration  
The Clerk was asked to liaise with the school on whether or not they would be holding 
any commemoration and if so then Members may wish to support that rather than an 
individual event due to lack of resources etc. The Clerk to report to January committee.  
 

(b) Dementia Information Service and Memory Making Befriending 
Members received and noted correspondence from the Dementia Information Officer for 
Newark & Sherwood.  
 
It was AGREED that this information be shared via the Muskham Messenger.  
 
The Chair referred to the ‘Dementia Bus’ and it was AGREED that the Clerk should seek to 
establish whether or not this made visits to rural areas to provide support for 
communities and if so then she would invite it to attend North Muskham and advertise 
the place and time accordingly. 

 
 
The meeting closed at 8.25pm 
 
 


