North Muskham Annual Parish Meeting – 15th May 2023			Appendix 1

Nth Muskham PC-Chairmans report- 22/23

Firstly and importantly; my thanks to Councillors for their support and dedication over the past 12 months. A special thanks to Phil Beddoe for his support as Vice Chairman, to Jayne, our hardworking clerk and John our Village Handyman, to Sue and Bruce, our District and County Councillors and to the many residents of the village who continue to do tremendous, often unseen work to support village organisations and the fabric of the village.
Again, in the past 12 months we have achieved much including installation of the new play equipment, new seats and village events around the jubilee and Christmas plus ongoing determination of issues and planning applications.
The allotment project continues to grow and we still have three essential community assets in the Church and the Village pub and not least, the MRCC. The MRCC continues to provide an excellent community facility but I  am aware that with COVID and the energy crisis, booking have reduced  and costs have risen dramatically and as land owners and trustees we need to continue to maintain close support to the MRCC going forward.
The Clerk has suggested we compile a 4 year action plan for our term of office and I think that is an excellent idea. I do think however we need to see what the priorities of the new District Council will be which may highlight opportunities and challenges for our community.
Notwithstanding that; potential initiatives  I again would suggest should include:
· Neighbourhood Plan- We have been juggling this for some time and think we need to grasp the nettle, not least as we have David Saxton offering to help in the lead of this and potentially two or three others who have intimated their willingness. Only with this plan can we gain more control of what development we need and want in the village.
· The protection and possible acquisition of the wildlife area north of the village
· Protection and maintenance of the Riverside footpath
· Further ongoing support to the MRCC and enhancement of the facility.
Finally , for the first time in a number of years, we have a clear democratic mandate to serve the village for the next 4 years. Therefore I encourage us to be innovative and creative in our tenure and have the confidence to continue to improve the village and punch above our weight!

Ian Harrison
May 2023
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