
SUBJECT TO RATIFICATION AT THE 15th JUNE 2026 MEETING 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday, 11th May 2026 at 
the MRCC following the Annual Parish Meeting which commenced at 7pm.   

 
Present:  Councillor S Dolby 

Councillor G Hobbs (Chair) 
 Councillor N Hutchings 
 Councillor A Luke 
 Councillor S Preston 
 Councillor M Talbot 
  
Also in attendance:    7 members of the public, Councillor Laughton and District Councillor 

Mrs Saddington 
 

NM001-27 To Elect a Chairman of the Council – Civic Year 2026/27 
The Clerk requested nominations for the position of Chairman of the Parish Council 
for the Civic Year 2026/27. 
 
Councillor Hutchings proposed Councillor Harrison, seconded by Councillor Dolby.   
This was carried UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
There were no other nominations.  
 
Councillor Harrison was duly elected as Chairman of the Parish Council.  As apologies 
had been given, the Clerk would arrange for the Declaration of Acceptance of 
Office to be signed.   
 

NM002-27 To Elect a Vice-Chairman of the Council – Civic Year 2026/27 
The Chairman called for nominations to the position of Vice-Chairman of the Parish 
Council for the Civic Year 2026/27.  
 
Councillor Preston proposed Councillor Hobbs, seconded by Councillor Talbot. 
This was carried UNANIMOUSLY.    
 
Councillor Hobbs was duly elected as Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council and signed 
the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 

NM003-27 Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillor Harrison. 
 

NM004-27 Declarations of Interest 
It was AGREED that any declarations of interest would be stated by Members 
as required during the meeting 
 

NM005-27 Minutes 
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday, 13th April 2026 were  



 

accepted as a true and correct record. 

  

NM006-27 Public 10 Minute Session 
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.04pm for the public session.   
 
A resident asked where the Parish Council currently stood in relation to The Willows.  
The Chair confirmed there was an item later on the agenda to receive information 
from Planning Enforcement.   
 
A resident referred to the recent café/hub open sessions.  They had a number of 
points they would like to see addressed.  The Chair advised the resident to send 
those points into the Clerk.   
 
The meeting was reconvened at 7.13pm.  
 

NM007-27 District Councillor session – Cllr Mrs S Saddington 

 The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.14pm for District Councillor Mrs Saddington’s 
report.  
 
The Chair extended thanks to Councillor Mrs Saddington for her input at the Planning 
Committee meeting last week when the Foxholes Farm solar park was considered.   
 
Councillor Mrs Saddington advised that the application for a solar farm at Foxholes 
Farm had been unanimously refused by the Planning Committee.  It was 
acknowledged that the applicant could appeal the decision to the Planning 
Inspectorate.   Councillor Mrs Saddington advised that, as a member of the Planning 
Committee, she could make no comment on The Willows or the Café/Hub  
 
Thanks were extended to all Parish Council members and the Clerk for their hard 
work and service to the village, and to all volunteers who come forward to support 
initiatives and organisations as without them a lot of matters would not be 
progressed.  
 
The Chair thanked Councillor Mrs Saddington for her report and reconvened the 
meeting at 7.20pm.   
 

NM008-27 Newark & Sherwood District Council 

 There were no items to consider.  

  

NM009-27 County Councillor session – Cllr B Laughton 
This item would be taken if and when Cllr Laughton arrived.  
 

NM010-27 Nottinghamshire County Council 

(a) To receive details of the Lengthsmans Scheme 2026-2029 
The Clerk referred to information in relation to the Lengthsmans Scheme, with 
confirmation received that a sum of £1,150 would be due to the Parish Council if it 



 

signed up to the scheme.  
 
The Clerk advised that there were a number of areas around the scheme that were 
unclear and suggested that it may be beneficial to arrange a Teams meeting to seek 
clarity.  It was AGREED that the Clerk request a Teams meeting, to include members 
of the Parish Council.  

  

NM011-27 To appoint any Sub-Committee for the 2026/27 Civic Year  

 • Allotment Sub-Committee 
Councillor Preston to continue as the Parish Council’s representative, with 
Elaine Wareing and Marion Jackson as plotholders.   

 • Personnel Sub-Committee 
Membership to comprise of Councillors Hobbs, Luke and Talbot.  

  

NM012-27 To review and determine representation on outside bodies  
Representation was determined as: 

• Muskham Rural Community Centre 
Councillors Harrison & Hutchings 

• Safer Neighbourhood Group 
Rotated between Councillors Luke, Preston & Talbot 

• Hospital Liaison Group 
Councillor Luke 

• Mary Woolhouse Trust 
Councillor Hobbs 

• Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
Councillors Harrison, Hobbs, Hutchings, Luke & Preston 

 

NM013-27 To consider the Council’s Risk Register  
Members considered and AGREED the Risk Register.  In response to a question 
raised, the Clerk advised this was a live document and would be updated if and when 
required.  
 

NM014-27 To note the Council’s asset register 
In noting the Council’s asset register, Members asked that the container at the 
allotments be added.  
 
In terms of the insurance value of the Muskham Rural Community Centre, it was 
AGREED that Councillor Hutchings would raise this at a meeting of the Trustees and 
feedback to the Clerk.   
 

NM015-27 To consider the Council’s Standing Orders 
Members considered and AGREED the Council’s Standing Orders.   
 

NM009-27 
(cont) 

County Councillor session – Cllr B Laughton 
With the arrival of Councillor Laughton, the Chair suspended the meeting at 7.35pm 
for his report.  



 

 
Councillor Laughton noted it was disappointing that potholes were still not being 
mended property, despite the increase in teams.  Via had taken delivery of two new 
machines that it was hoped may address the situation.   
 
A decision was awaited in relation to the Local Government Review.  
 
Opportunity had been taken to bring the Director of Via to look at various matters in 
Councillor Laughton’s Ward.  This had included the A1 roundabout, which Councillor 
Laughton will continue to lobby for repair.  
 
A residence on Main Street that had suffered with flooding., should have repairs 
undertaken in June.   
 
The Chair thanked Councillor Laughton for his report and reconvened the meeting at 
7.43pm.  
 

NM016-27 To consider the Council’s Financial Regulations 
Members considered the Council’s Financial Regulations.  The Clerk advised that no 
changes were recommended at this time.  
 

NM017-27 To confirm the dates and times of ordinary meetings of the Parish Council for the 
Civic Year 2026/27 
It was confirmed that meetings remain as the second Monday of every month apart 
from August, which was recess.  
 
The Clerk requested a change to the June 2026 meeting and it was AGREED that this 
be moved to Monday, 15th June 2026.   
 
The dates are confirmed as: 
Monday, 15th June 2026 
Monday, 13th July 2026 
August – Recess 
Monday, 14th September 2026 
Monday, 12th October 2026 
Monday, 9th November 2026 
Monday, 14th December 2026 
Monday, 11th January 2027 
Monday, 8th February 2027 
Monday, 8th March 2027 
Monday, 12th April 2027 
Monday, 10th May 2027 

  

NM018-27 Planning 

(a) There were no planning applications to consider.  
 



 

(b) To receive an update on matters with Planning Enforcement 
The Clerk updated Members in relation to a planning enforcement matter on Main 
Street.  
  

(c) To receive an update from Planning Enforcement on The Willows 
The Clerk advised that a response had now been received from Planning Enforcement 
in relation to The Willows.   The Team had confirmed that they had determined the 
planning position concerning The Willows fishing enterprise, off Manor House Drive.  
  
It had been clarified it was considered that the fishing activity taking place on the 
river did not trigger a need for planning permission.  This was viewed as a 
landowner’s prerogative.   A number of members of the North Muskham Village 
Angling Club had been contacted who had attested to their activity on the river since 
circa 2013.  However, irrespective of this, it was concluded that fishing on a riverbank 
(including the vehicular movements associate with this) did not require planning 
permission. 
  
The fishing platforms themselves that have been constructed on the riverbank, 
cumulatively, do trigger a need for planning permission. However, it was considered 
that the platforms were acceptable in planning terms and it was not anticipated that 
any planning enforcement action would be taken requiring their removal.   It was 
considered that their design, presence in this location and privacy impacts to be 
acceptable and therefore the absence of planning permission alone was not itself 
cause for the Local Planning Authority to take enforcement action.  
  
Concerning lakeside fishing, it has been concluded that the historic land use of these 
fishing lakes has been abandoned, with no evidence provided which would support 
the landowners assertion that fishing of any substance has taken place between the 
construction of Manor House Drive, circa 2000, and their purchase in 2025. 
Abandoning a land use means that planning permission is required for its 
resurrection.  
  
Views have been received from the Environment Agency, the Rights of Way team and 
the Highways Authority at Nottinghamshire County Council, as they would if an 
application for planning permission was being considered.  Their views were sought  
to inform whether they would object to a small-scale fishing business taking place 
from the private lakes north of Manor House Drive/Dickinson Way. They have not 
raised an objection. Rights of Way was, of course, the issue of most concern, but it 
was considered that the likely number of associated vehicular movements (in 
relation only to lakeside fishing, for which there are 11 platforms) were not high 
enough for them to object to the activity.  
  
Taking their professional advice into consideration, the appropriate next step is for 
the landowner to submit a retrospective application for planning permission to retain 
the use of the private lake for fishing.  
  

 



 

When considering unauthorised development, the role of Planning Enforcement is to 
assess whether there were any insurmountable planning obstacles (and therefore 
whether enforcement action should be taken), or whether a retrospective 
application was the appropriate way forward. This approach was in accordance with 
National Planning Policy Guidance.   The landowner has been asked to prepare and 
submit an application for planning permission. 
  
Whilst there has been no pre-determination of the outcome of an application, given 
there appears to be grounds that an application may be viewed positively, inviting an 
application was the appropriate way forward to regularise the situation. 
  

(d) To ratify comments made in relation to the following Planning Applications: 
Members ratified the comments made in relation to the following applications: 

• 26/00492/HOUSE – Farnlea, Nelson Lane, North Muskham 
The Parish Council does not object to the proposals in their current form, 
notwithstanding that it continues to have concerns regarding designs of 
alterations that incorporate a mass of glazing , French windows etc on two 
storey buildings that have the potential to cause lack of privacy to neighbours 
and a sense of being watched to neighbours and a potential loss of amenity. 
In this case the distance is considered to sufficiently mitigate that concern. 
 

• 26/00255/HOUSE – The Slipway, Mackleys Lane, North Muskham 
The Parish Council wish to object to the proposals in their current form, due 
to the following concerns:  
1.  We consider that the proposed development will create a dwelling, 
 the large scale of which, with dark slate roof and cladding, does not 
 reflect the character of its surroundings and immediate neighbouring 
 properties. The proposals suggest a disproportionate enlargement of 
 the property out of context to neighbouring properties, increasing the 
 footprint by some third.  
2.  We note and have empathy with the concerns of the neighbours to 
 the front, ie: Laurent, with specific regard to the loss of privacy and 
 light box effect from the fully gazed double height entrance porch, 
 especially at first floor level. We consider that this will cause an 
 unacceptable reduction in amenity to Laurent. This will be further 
 impacted when the tree is removed which is essential to facilitate the 
 new porch extension.  
3.  It is noted that a mature tree which would have offered some 
 mitigation to the overlooking issue has recently been removed; this 
 along with the required removal of the tree in front of the proposed 
 entrance tends to negate the accuracy of the statement in the 
 application that no trees will be removed.  
4.  We note the proposal for a mooring structure. It should be noted that 
 the bridleway width is from the boundary of "The Slipway" to the 
 riverbank and the applicant should not install any structure or planting 
 in that area, to support the proposed mooring. Any such installation 
 will be an impediment to free travel along the bridleway and the flow 



 

 of flood water. The bank in this area and the bridlepath are often 
 under water at times of flood. 
 

• 26/00379/RMA – SOHA International New Manor Park, Main Street, North 
Muskham 
The Parish Council objects to the proposals in their current form due to the 
following concerns:  
1.  We note the concerns of the owner of Tanglewood, the neighbouring 

 property with particular regard to the loss of light given the minimal 
 distance from the eastern elevation to Tanglewood and its garden.  

2.  We suggest to mitigate this the dwelling position should be moved 
 towards the road preventing loss of light to the western part of 
 Tanglewood and its garden or more towards the applicant’s property 
 to the north west 

 

(e) To receive an update in relation to the Neighbourhood Plan 
Members noted the update circulated in advance of the meeting.  
 
The Chair advised that the group were working through the responses from the 
survey, the results of which will be released to the village after consideration by the 
Steering Group.  An extract will be sent to the Consultant working with the group.   
 
Discussion took place regarding the requirement to fund the balance of work to bring 
the neighbourhood plan to completion.   
 
After consideration it was AGREED that a sum of £6,450 be committed from reserves 
to cover the remaining costs.  Members were content to commit funds due to the 
amount of work that had been put into the project so far.   The Clerk would liaise 
with the Chair outside of the meeting to review reserves and budget spend.    

  

NM019-27 Parish Council Matters 

(a) Allotments/Green Hub Report 
Councillor Preston advised that there had been some interest in vacant plots but no-
one had confirmed they wished to proceed. 
 

(b) To note the appointment of a new contractor to fulfil the Village Handyperson role 
The Clerk advised that a new contractor had been secured to fulfil the Village 
Handyperson role when the current contractor retired in June.   The Clerk would 
liaise with the new contractor to ensure everything was in place for the handover.  
 
Discussion took place on acknowledging the long service of the current contractor, 
with a budget of £50 agreed to enable the Clerk to purchase a gift.  
 

(c) Safer Neighbourhood Group Minutes – February 2026 
Members received and noted the minutes of the 5th February 2026 meeting of the 
Safer Neighbourhood Group.  



 

 
 
The meeting on 7th May had been attended by Councillor Talbot who had taken the 
opportunity to request how many incidents had been reported relating to Quad 
Bikes.  Over 20 incidents had been reported, with Members acknowledging that this 
was the total number of reports, not necessarily the number of separate incidents.   
 
Councillor Talbot had asked if it were possible for there to be a more visible presence 
of the local team in the village.    The Clerk was asked to determine how the local 
beat team were kept updated on incidents that had happened in the village, as there 
appeared to be a lack of communication.  
 
The Chair encouraged Members and residents to sign up to the Notts Police Alerts 
email scheme.   This detailed when the local beat team would be holding surgeries in 
the village to enable residents to meet them face to face.   
 

(d) To receive an update in relation to the Emergency Plan 
Members noted the update received in relation to the Emergency Plan.  The Chair 
referred to problems with the generator not holding charge that needed to be 
investigated.  It was AGREED that Councillor Talbot would investigate whether there 
was any issue with the battery prior to any further action being taken.  
 

(e) To set a date for the Annual Parish Meeting 
After discussion, it was AGREED that this be held on Monday, 15th June 2026 at 
6.30pm, prior to the next meeting of the Parish Council.  
 
The Clerk would advise all participating parties of the date and request the annual 
reports.   

  

NM020-27 Environmental & Community Issues 

(a) Play Area 
There were no issues to consider.  
 

(b) To receive an update on the GNR solar park 
Members received the updated that had been circulated in advance of the meeting.  
Members noted that the Examination Hearings in relation to the GNR Solar Park had 
closed on 28th April 2026.  The Planning Inspectorate had until 28th July 2026 to 
consider the application.  
 
Members noted that the Foxholes Farm Solar application had been unanimously 
refused by Newark & Sherwood District Council’s Planning Committee. 
 

(c) To receive an update on the café/hub project 
Members noted the update that had been circulated in advance of the meeting.  
 
Councillor Hutchings reported that between 35 and 40 people had attended the first 



 

two open sessions.   
 
The Chair noted that the Parish Council had not made a decision to commit to the 
project at this moment, although it was committed to the principle of it, as more 
information was required on costs.  
 

(d) To receive an update on the ‘Blooming North Muskham’ initiative 
Members noted the update circulated by Councillor Luke in advance of the meeting.  
It had been confirmed that judging would take place at 10am on 2nd July 2026.  A 
route for the judges had been organised.  An article would be included in the next 
edition of the Muskham Magazine to make villagers aware.   
 
Councillor Luke would liaise with the Clerk to identify where any assistance would be 
required from the village handyman.   
 
The Clerk was asked to establish why a tree had been removed from the Nelson Lane 
verge, adjacent to the Village Gateway Sign.   
 
The Chair extended his thanks to Councillor Luke and all the volunteers for the 
sterling work that had been undertaken in the village.   

  

NM021-27 Highways 

(a) Highways Log 
There were no items to log.   

  

NM022-27 Financial Matters 

(a) Accounts for payment 

 The Chair referred to the accounts for payment.  It was AGREED unanimously that 
the following accounts be agreed for payment: 

• Clerks wages – April - £333.60 

• HMRC  – April PAYE - £83.40 

• Village Handyman – £245.52 

• PWLB Loan – First Instalment - £1,697.24 

• WaterPlus - £19.85 

• Clear Councils – Insurance Renewal - £782.56 

• Hugo Fox Website - £20.99 

• Town Planning – JPAG Final Invoice – £245 

• MRCC – Room Hire - £41.25 
Blooming North Muskham items: 

• Handicentre – Seed Potatoes – £10 

• Yorkshire Trading – Seed Potatoes - £20 

• The Range – Lanterns - £2.97 

• Pearsons – Plants - £51.85 

(b) To note any Receipts 
The following receipts were noted: 

• First half of annual precept  - £9,772 



 

• NSDC Community Lottery - £125.50 

(c) Financial Report – to 30th April 2026 
Members noted the balance of the Parish Council’s accounts as at 30th April 2026 was 
as follows: 

• Current Account - £9,133.55 

• Community Reserve Account - £39,914.54 

• Deposit Account - £5,729.71 
 
The Clerk advised that the format of the cashbook was being reviewed and would be 
circulated to Members shortly to highlight spend against budget.  
 

(d) To note documentation regarding the renewal of the Council’s Insurance Policy 
Members noted the documentaton in relation to the Council’s Insurance Policy and 
AGREED that it be renewed.  
 

(e) To receive the Internal Auditors report 
The Clerk advised that the Internal Audit was not yet complete so documentation 
would be deferred for consideration at the next meeting.  
 

(f) To consider the Annual Government Statement 2025/26 
The Clerk confirmed these would be deferred for consideration to the next meeting 
as they were not yet back from Internal Audit 
 

(g) To consider the Accounting Statements 2025/26 
The Clerk confirmed these would be deferred for consideration to the next meeting 
as they were not yet back from Internal Audit. 

  

NM023-27 Notts Association of Local Councils 

(a) There were no matters to consider.   

  

NM024-27 Correspondence/Items for Notification 

(a) 
 
 
 
(b) 
 
 
 
(c) 
 

 Councillor Luke referred to a resident who would reach the age of 100 in June.  
Members AGREED that a gift and card should be sent to the resident to recognise 
this significant milestone.   
 
Councillor Preston reminded Members that the Appleby Horse Fair would be held 
from the 4th to 10th June.  Councillor Hutchings would raise this at the MRCC Trustees 
meeting.  
 
The Clerk was asked to remind all allotment plotholders that the entrance gate 
should be closed and locked at all times.  A sign would be produced to be placed on 
the gate as a reminder.  
 

NM025-27 Date of Next Meeting 
Monday, 15th June 2026 

 



 

The meeting closed at 8.57pm.   
 


