
Minutes of the North Muskham Parish Council Meeting held on Monday, 14th November  2016 at the Muskham Rural Community Centre commencing at 7pm
Present: 
Councillor N Hutchings in the Chair


Councillor P Beddoe


Councillor S Dolby

Councillor Mrs J Hurry (excused for part of the meeting for CFR duties)

Councillor D Saxton
Also in attendance:  
8 members of the public
	1.
	Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors I Harrison and P Morris



	2.
	Declarations of interest
It was AGREED that any declarations of interest would be stated by Members as required during the meeting.



	3.
	Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 24th October 2016, were accepted as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman. 



	4.
	Public 10 minute session
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.04pm to allow questions from members of the public present. 
A question was asked as to why the public session was at the beginning of the meeting as items were potentially a month in arrears as the public may not know what questions they wanted to ask regarding items on the agenda. 
The Chair asked if there was a particular item on the agenda that members of the public were interested in as the meeting could be suspended to allow for questions at that point. 

Further, members of the public could contact the Clerk if there were potential items that they wished the Parish Council to consider. 

There were no further questions and the meeting was reconvened at 7.07pm. 



	5.
	District & County Councillor Session

	
	The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.08pm to allow Councillor Mrs Saddington to present her report. 

Councillor Mrs Saddington advised that she had spoken to the Housing officer at Newark & Sherwood District Council regarding schemes that were currently under consideration  in a number of villages. 
 
Councillor Mrs Saddington had concerns about the site from a highways perspective as it was at a pinch point in the village, the officer had subsequently visited the site at North Muskham with her and agreed that she had not seen the site other than in the dusk.
Some years ago funding had been secured for a footpath from Crab Lane to Marsh  Lane but the land owner would not, at that time, release any land from the now proposed affordable housing scheme site to allow the footpath to be built , so the project had fallen and funding was lost. 
 
Councillor Mrs Saddington was concerned large  HGVs visit the farm and children walk to and from  school, residents also walk from the south  end of the village where there is no  footpath.   Highway safety within the village has always been a big concern.

 
Councillor Mrs Saddington had discussed the issue with her colleague, Councillor Laughton, he suggested a site meeting be held with a Highways Officer. The Parish Council would be advised when the meeting was arranged so that the Chair could attend. 
 
Councillor Mrs Saddington raised  concerns that the hedgerow would be lost, although acknowledged that this would have had to have been removed if the earlier footpath scheme had been successful. 
 
The need for affordable housing schemes was acknowledged as she believed there are  8,000 names on the housing register waiting list.   
 
However, she wondered if there were any more suitable sites from a safety point of view within the village.
 
Councillor Saxton assumed that there were UK wide standards that highways had to follow but asked whether they would take in to consideration the traffic that already used the road, i.e., HGVs and tractors.   
 
Councillor Mrs Saddington  confirmed she would be addressing similar safety issues at the proposed Elston scheme. 

Councillor Mrs Saddington confirmed that the Caunton scheme had been approved by the  Planning Committee, and she believed  the Elston application  would be submitted in the near future, although residents had requested that such a scheme should be looked at with regard to need within the village, since the last survey was carried out in 2003.
 
The Chair thanked Councillor Mrs Saddington for her report and reconvened the meeting at 7.22pm. 


	6.
	Planning

	(a)
	Affordable Housing Scheme
The Chair advised that notification had been received from Nottingham Community Housing Association on 10th November that a planning application had been submitted and a planning portal reference generated.   
A response was awaited to the questions raised by the Parish Council at the October meeting regarding demonstrating the need for the scheme from the village itself. 

When the application was verified and a planning application issued for consultation the Parish Council would have 21 days to respond. 

The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.29pm to allow for questions from members of the public present. 

· There was a concern that the houses would be open for occupation by anyone as NCHA would not want the properties to be empty

Councillor Saxton responded that there would be a definite criteria that would have to be adhered to as a Section 106 Agreement would be in place. 

The Chair observed that a Section 106 Agreement was a legal document and it was understood that the cascade criteria would be rigorously applied.  However, this could not be assessed until the Parish Council had sight of the planning application and supporting documentation. 

· There was a concern that the houses would be able to be sold on the open market as some in Newark were being advertised online. 

Councillor Beddoe responded that different schemes had different criteria, some of which allowed for open market sale. 

· A resident asked that if the Parish Council objected what weight would that have at the District Council in terms of the decision making process. 

The Chair advised that until the Parish Council knew what had been submitted it could not comment. 

Councillor Mrs Saddington suggested that if the need could not be demonstrated the Parish Council could ask for a further survey to be undertaken. 

· A resident asked how many residences there were in the village.  

Councillor Saxton advised there were 370 or thereabouts. 

· A resident asked how many weeks it would take for a decision to be reached on an application. 

The Chair responded that, for a major development, it would take 13 weeks from submission to reach a decision. 

· A resident observed that the development would stand out as it was separate from the village. 

Councillor Mrs Saddington explained that the District Council looked to put housing within a sustainable community.  The site was well within the centre of the village. 

· A resident suggested that land in the centre of the village, currently for sale speculatively for residential, would be a better site as it was in the centre of the village. 

Councillor Mrs Saddington advised that no comment could be made as that land was not before the Council for consideration. 

The Chair thanked everyone for their comments and reconvened the meeting at 7.55pm. 



	(b)
	Tree Preservation Orders – Explanation of Process for Protection
The Clerk advised that an explanation of the process to secure a Tree Preservation Order had been received. 

It was AGREED that the Clerk would submit an application to get ‘Thompsons Tree’ covered by a TPO due to its importance to the village both historically and aesthetically.  



	(c)
	Nottinghamshire Minerals Local Plan Submission Draft Update
The Clerk advised that the Nottinghamshire Minerals Local Plan would be considered by Nottinghamshire County Council at their Full Council meeting on 24th November 2016. 

It was AGREED that a meeting of PAGE and the Planning Consultant be arranged as soon as possible.  



	(d)
	Decision Notice – 16/01752/TWCA  1 No Ash Tree – undertake 5.2 metre crown lift and 20% crown reduction (equates to 3.2 metre reduction in height and 2.4 metre reduction in spread) – The Rockery, Main Street, North Muskham
Members received and noted the decision notice granting permission for tree works at The Rockery, Main Street, North Muskham. 



	(e)
	Consultation on the Preliiinary Draft Charging Schedule for the Newark & Sherwood Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
It was AGREED that the Clerk should review and respond as appropriate. 

	
	

	7.
	Parish Council Matters

	(a)
	Completion of Skatepark Inspection 

	
	The Clerk advised that the inspection had been undertaken on Friday, 11th November.  A copy of the report was awaited and it was AGREED that this would be circulated to Members when it was received. 


	(b)
	Transparency Fund – Website Update
The Clerk updated Members on the position with the website and requested permission to now purchase a laptop and a scanner to further the project. 
This was AGREED. 

	
	

	8.
	Environmental & Community Issues

	(a)
	Footpath Update – Riverside Footpath and Section 30

The Clerk advised that the Environment Agency had confirmed the name of the Inspector who would be visiting the site but no date had as yet been received. 

 

	(b)
	Minutes of the Newark Healthcare Consultative Group – 30th September 2016

	
	Members received and noted the minutes from the 30th September meeting of the Newark Healthcare Consultative Group. 


	9.
	Highways

	(a)
	Highways Log

	
	Members received and noted the highways log.  
Items to be added on to the log were a missing street light at Lamp No 12 opposite Glebelands. 


	10.
	Financial Matters

	(a)
	Accounts for payment:
It was AGREED unanimously that the following accounts be agreed for payment.

· Village Handyman’s hours –October - £262.81

· Clerk’s Wages – October - £231.40

· HMRC – October - £58.00


	(b)
	To note any Receipts:

£1,500 contribution from MRCC


	(c)
	Financial Report –30th September to 31st October 2016

	
	Members received and noted the Council’s financial position as at 31st October 2016. 


	11.
	Correspondence

	(a)
	Invitation to Newark & Sherwood Homes Annual General meeting – 24th November 2016

	
	It was AGREED that the Clerk circulate the invitation to Members to attend if they were able. 

In response to a question asked by a member of the public, it was further AGREED that the Clerk would investigate whether the meeting was open to members of the public to attend and report back directly to the resident. 




The meeting closed at 8.10pm. 

