
SUBJECT TO RATIFICATION AT THE 14th MARCH 2022 MEETING 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Muskham Rural Community Centre 
on Tuesday, 22nd February 2022 at 7pm.   

 
Present:  Councillor I Harrison in the Chair 
 Councillor S Dolby 
 Councillor N Hutchings 
 Councillor D Saxton 
 Councillor M Talbot 
 
Also present: County Councillor Laughton and District Councillor Mrs Saddington, together 

with 5 members of the public 
 
   

NM133-22 Apologies for absence 
An apology for absence was received and accepted from Councillor P Beddoe.  
 

NM134-22 Declarations of Interest 
It was AGREED that any declarations of interest would be stated by Members as 
required during the meeting.  
 

NM135-22 Allotments 
The Chair welcomed Mary Fletcher and Elaine Wareing from the Allotment Sub-
Committee to the meeting. 
 
The Chair referred to a paper circulated to Members regarding a number of 
outstanding issues that related to the allotments that required a decision.  It was 
noted that the allotments had been very successful in the village, with a thriving 
community developing on the site.   
 
The following matters were raised and AGREED: 

• The construction of an extended base was in the process of being installed.  
The community shed to be purchased and installed at the end of March/early 
April, with the assistance of the allotment holders.  

• Once installed, a drawing to be submitted to Newark & Sherwood District 
Council to satisfy condition 5 regarding how the free flow of water on the site 
would be managed by hinged slats.  This to apply to the community shed and 
sheds on the allotment plots.    

• Allotment guidelines and agreements to be amended to reflect the size of 
sheds allowed, and to also allow the right to sell excess produce, and any 
produce for charitable purposes, but not to carry out any commercial 
enterprise with allotment produce.  

• Members noted that the majority of plot holders were in favour of bees on 
the site.  A maximum of 4 beehives to be allowed, subject to confirmation of 
position and the erection of a max 2m screen around the hives.  A list of 
conditions will be agreed, and a contact board to be put up on site outlining 



 

who to contact in case of emergency.   Clarification was still required on how 
the bees accessed water.   

• An education session to be arranged with the beekeeper and plotholders to 
offer reassurance on various points raised.  Residents on Gilberts Field to 
then be informed that hives will be on site. 

 
The Chair advised that there was a balance of £980 available in the Allotment & 
Green Hub R&R.  However, the community shed still needed to be purchased and a 
water bill was expected.  From 1st April, there would be an amount of £1,250 in the 
budget for the new financial year.  The Allotment Sub-Committee would need to 
consider what may be required during the year.   
 
Councillor Talbot advised that the composting plot would need to be moved to the 
correct position as outlined on the site plan.  
 
In response to a question regarding the large number of pallets on the community 
plot, Mary Fletcher was confident that these would be used.   
 
A meeting of the Allotment Sub-Committee to be arranged in the near future.   
  

NM135-22 Minutes 
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday, 10th January 2022 
were accepted as a true and correct record. 
 

NM136-22 Update on Issues 
The Clerk updated Members on the issues document.  This would be changed in 
format going forward to be more informative.   
 

NM137-22 Public 10 Minute Session 
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.20pm to allow questions from the public.  
 
A resident queried what was happening with the website.  The Clerk advised that a 
meeting would be held with the designer and Councillor Saxton later in the week to 
progress matters.  
 
A resident asked about Vicarage Lane and queried how far down it was planned to go 
with the resurfacing.  The Chair advised that the project was in for delivery before 
May, but no information had yet been received on the extent of the work.  The 
Parish Council will receive a project plan and will share that information with 
residents once received.  
 
The meeting was reconvened at 7.25pm.  
  

NM138-22 County Councillor Update – Cllr Laughton 
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.26pm to allow Councillor Laughton to present 
his report.  
 



 

Councillor Laughton referred to the successful bid to resurface Vicarage Lane.  Work 
was also planned on the Cromwell slip road.   
 
As part of the Localism Bill, the County Council is one of 7 pilot authorities chosen to 
progress down the devolution route.  There will be meetings taking place with Parish 
Councils on the changes. Proposals would need to be submitted to Central 
Government by June.   
 
The Chair requested that meetings be held in the north of the County to make it 
easier on parishes to attend.   
 
The Chair thanked Councillor Laughton for his report and reconvened the meeting at 
7.30pm.  
 

(a) Consultation on the Draft Nottinghamshire and Nottingham Waste Local Plan  
Review civic amenity tips, closest one is Brunel Drive.  The Chair suggested it needed 
to be reiterated that this should be retained.    
 

NM139-22 District Councillor update – Cllr S Saddington  
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.31pm to allow Councillor Mrs Saddington to 
present her report.  
 
The Planning Committee had passed the development of the M&S building in 
Newark town centre which would be converted into 29 apartments, with shops 
below.  Also the IAASTI building would start shortly.  It would be open to visitors 
once complete.  
 
A Nottinghamshire Day would be held on 25th August to celebrate all that the county 
h as to offer.  An event would be held in Newark Caslte.  
 
Also the Tour of Britain would be in the district on 8th September, but no details of 
the route were yet known.  
 
The Chair thanked Councillor Mrs Saddington for her report and reconvened the 
meeting at 7.35pm.  
 

(a) Draft Criteria for Identifying Non-designated Heritage Assets - Consultation 
Members noted the information regarding the consultation being undertaken by 
Newark & Sherwood District Council.  
 

(b) Newark & Sherwood Local Development Framework – Approval of Open Space 
Assessment & Strategy 
Members noted the approval of the strategy and its adoption into policy.  
 

NM140-22 
 
 

Planning  
Links to the applications on the District Council’s website had been circulated to 
Members in advance of the meeting.  



 

(a) 
 
 
 
(b) 
 
 
 
 
(c) 
 
 
 
 
(d) 
 
 
 

22/00307/HOUSE – 2 Hatton Close, North Muskham – Single storey rear extension 
After discussion, it was proposed by Councillor Hutchings, seconded by Councillor 
Dolby and unanimously AGREED that the application be supported.  
 
Decision Notice - 21/02351/HOUSE – Saddlestone, Waltons Lane, North Muskham - 
Erect a single storey rear extension and widen existing access and driveway 
Members noted the decision notice granting permission for the development as 
outlined.  
 
Decision Notice - 21/02538/HOUSE – 2 Eastfield, North Muskham - Proposed two 
storey and single storey extension to rear of property  
Members noted the decision notice granting permission for the development as 
outlined.  
 
22/00144/TPO – Land adjacent 30 The Grange, North Muskham - Undertake works 
identified as Ash tree protected by TPO N1; Prune back limb from No.30 by 2 metres 
to retain shape of crown. Crown clean to maintain clearance and condition.  
Members noted the work proposed on the tree protected by a TPO.   
 

NM141-22 Parish Council Matters 

(a) Casual Vacancy 
With the agreement of Members, this item was moved for consideration at the end 
of the meeting.  
 

(b) Allotments/Green Hub Report 
This item had been covered under minute number NM135-22. 

(c) To receive an update on events for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
The working group had met on 2 occasions.  A provisional programme was coming 
together as follows: 
 
02.06.22: 
Beacon lighting at the Ferry, to be joined by a torchlight procession of Bathley 
residents.   
Music and possible BBQ.  
 
03.06.22: 
Church bells will hopefully be rung.   
Afternoon teas in Church.  
Jubilee trail around the village.  
Performance by Muskham Players.  
Potential village meal at the Ashiana, either the Friday or Saturday.  
 
04.06.22: 
Royal feast/village fair at the MRCC.  
 
 



 

05.06.22: 
Fun run, Church service plus riverside picnic or encourage individual street parties.   
 
Other ideas were to encourage residents to decorate their gardens, planting up to 70 
trees plus looking at refurbishing the corner at the junction of Main Street and 
Nelson Lane (subject to permission from Via).   
 
Another meeting was scheduled towards the middle of March.   
 

(d) Newark & Sherwood Community Lottery Proceeds 
The funds now stood at £1,064.   
 

NM142-22 Environmental & Community Issues 

(a) Skatepark Update 
The Clerk advised that an informative meeting had been held with representatives 

from Southwell who were in the process of upgrading their skatepark.  A lot of 

information had been shared, which was in the process of being reviewed.  

 

Representatives from the community had come forward to offer assistance, but no 

meeting had yet been held.   

 

Councillor Beddoe had identified that some parts were in a reasonable condition and 

had suggested that not all be demolished.   After discussion it was AGREED that a site 

meeting be held to establish what, if any, parts of the skatepark could remain.  In any 

event removal of either identified areas, or the whole park, be undertaken by 1st May 

2022.    

 

The Clerk to arrange a site meeting as soon as possible.   

  

(b) Play Area Update 
The Clerk advised that a site meeting had been held with an officer from 
Nottinghamshire County Council regarding the tile surfacing.  A suggestion on how 
the surface could be upgraded was awaited.   

  

NM143-22 Highways 

(a) Highways Log 
The Clerk advised that the potholes on Great North Road had again been logged, as 
had the falling away of the carriageway on the right hand side. 
 
A resident had reported that the white lining at the junction of the Ashiana 
roundabout from the A1 south slip road needed repainting.  The Clerk had reported 
this to National Highways.   
 
Councillor Talbot referred to the size and speed of lorries travelling to the south of 
the village.  It was AGREED that the Chair speak to the business owner to address in 



 

the first instance.   The Clerk to request a street clean by Newark & Sherwood District 
Council.  
 
The Clerk was asked to follow up on the overgrown hedge on Main Street which had 
not yet been addressed.  The matter had been logged on 13th December 2021.  
 

(b) To note correspondence regarding the 40mph experimental speed limit on the A616, 
Little Carlton 
Members noted correspondence received advising that the experimental 40mph 
speed limit on the A616 at Little Carlton had been confirmed.    
 

NM144-22 Financial Matters 

(a) Accounts for payment 

 Members noted and approved the following payments:  

• Clerk’s Wages – January - £255.50 

• HMRC – January PAYE - £64 

• Village Handyman – £218.39 

• Keyhole IT Solutions – Website costs - £70 

• Keyhole IT Solutions - Wifi - £1,040.04 

• Trisec Ltd – CCTV Installation - £3,588 

• Bounceabout Inflatables – Deposit for 04.06.22 - £25 

• Microsoft – Office 365 Subscription - £79.99 

• Flag & Bunting Store – Bunting - £148.50 

• MRCC – Refuse Jan-Feb 2022 - £40 

• MRCC – Room hire Jan-Feb 2022 - £24.30  
 

(b) To note any Receipts 
Members noted the following receipts: 

• £165 – Newark & Sherwood Community Lottery 
 

(c) Financial Reports – 31st January 2022 
Members noted the financial report as circulated.    
 

(d) Registration for Online Banking  
The Chair requested Members sign the required documentation at the end of the 
meeting.    
 

NM145-22 Notts Association of Local Councils  

(a) 
 
 
(b) 

Notification of 2022-23 Section 137 limit 
Members noted that the  
 
LGA New Model Code of Conduct 
The Clerk was asked to circulated the current code of conduct to Members for 
information.  
 



 

NM146-22 Correspondence 
There was none to note.   
 

NM147-22 Items for Notification 
No items were raised.   
 

NM148-22 Date of Next Meeting 
Monday, 14th March 2022  

  

NM149-22 Casual Vacancy 
The Chair welcomed the two applicants for the casual vacancy, Ben Bearpark and 
Nigel Catts, to the meeting, and commended them on their excellent applications.  
The application forms had been submitted to Members in advance of the meeting for 
information.   
 
Members were invited to ask any further questions they may have of the applicants, 
before considering the co-option.  
 
Councillor Saxton raised one additional question which was answered satisfactorily.   
 
The Chair asked the applicants if they wished to add to their applications, which both 
took the opportunity to do.  
 
Applicants were asked to leave the meeting while Members considered their 
applications.   
 
After discussion, Members cast their vote and, by a majority AGREED to co-opt Ben 
Bearpark to fill the casual vacancy.   
 
The Clerk invited Mr Bearpark to sign a Declaration of Acceptance of Office.   
 
The Chair thanked Mr Catts for his application and encouraged him to remain 
involved with the Parish Council as there were areas where his expertise could be of 
benefit to the village.  

 
 
The meeting closed at 8.15pm 


